GENEALOGY  COLLECTION 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2016 


https://archive.org/details/briefhistorysaleOObart 


Bticf 

ftistorg 


SaUm 
tg75  taoo 

tf|e 

^lUn  Barthotomcro  M B 


bn  <ition$istorn 


PRESS 

John  H Ritter 

Allentown  Pa 
1901 


Tl?i» 

Uolu/T\e 


Jl^e  pastor 
/iffeetiopately 
Ips<;ribes 


Jo  tl^e 
/r\ember5  of 


1S81511 


Introductory 

Page 

I 

Origin  of  Salem  - 

II 

II 

Frame  Chapel 

i6 

III 

Committee  on  Supply 

21 

IV 

The  First  Pastor 

25 

V 

Corner-Stone  Laying 

28 

VI 

Dedication  of  Church  - - - 

31 

VII 

Incorporation 

35 

VIII 

The  Bell  and  the  Clock  - 

36 

IX 

Extensive  Improvements 

38 

X 

Church  Extension  _ . - 

46 

XI 

An  Assistant  Pastor 

48 

XII 

Resignation  of  Pastor  Dubbs 

55 

XIII 

Election  of  a Successor 

59 

XIV 

Meeting  a Crisis  . . - 

61 

XV 

Sunday  School  Chapel 

63 

XVI 

Dedication  of  Chapel 

70 

XVII 

Grace  Reformed  Church 

75 

XVIII 

Death  of  Dr.  Dubbs 

78 

XIX 

Resignation  of  Pastor  Richards 

84 

XX 

Election  of  a Successor  - 

93 

XXI 

Installation  of  Dr.  Bartholomew 

98 

XXII 

Planning  for  Work 

lOI 

XXIII 

Sunday  School  Anniversary 

108 

XXIV 

Silver  Anniversary  Services 

115 

XXV 

Sunday  School 

127 

XXVI 

The  Choir  . . . - 

146 

XXVII 

Our  Societies  ' - 

150 

XXVIII 

Classis  of  Lehigh 

159 

XXIX 

The  Consistory 

161 

XXX 

Sunday  School  Officers 

165 

I 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

lO 

1 1 

12 

13 

14 

15 


9 (lustrations 


Page 


Salem  Church  - - - Frontispiece 

Frame  Chapel  . - - - - 17 

Rev.  A.  J.  G.  Dubbs,  D.  D.  - - 23 

Interior  of  Church  . . _ 

Rev.  G.  W.  Richards  - - - 51 

Sunday  School  Chapel  ••  - 65 

Chapel  Chancel  - - - - 71 

Section  of  Chapel  . . . 35 

Rev.  A.  R.  Bartholomew,  D.  D.  - - 95 

The  Consistory  - - - 105 

J.  F.  Hunsicker  - - - - iii 

W.  B.  Schaeffer  - - - 123 

G.  W.  Hartzell  ....  129 

Prof.  H.  E.  Ruhe  - - - 147 

The  Choir  - - - - 155 


BINDERY  OF 

Homer  G Berkemeyer 

609  HAMILTON  ST 
Allentown  Pa 


SALEM  CHURCH. 


Irttroc^Uctory 

A S a token  of  our  gratitude  to  God  for  His  great  mercies,  as 
a tribute  of  affection  to  our  fathers  for  their  constant  labors, 
and  as  a souvenir  of  our  silver  anniversary,  this  booklet  is  issued 
by  the  Consistory,  in  which  is  briefly  told  the  story  of  the  rise 
and  progress  of  Salem  Reformed  Church  of  Allentown,  Pa. 
There  is  so  much  of  the  material  left  unwritten  on  the  page, 
and  forgotten  by  the  memory,  that  the  history  must  be,  at  best, 
but  fragmentary.  Nothing  is  perfect  in  this  world.  Whatever 
defects  may  appear  in  this  record,  the  writer  cherishes  the  hope 
that  he  will,  at  least,  receive  the  hearty  appreciation  of  the 
members  for  his  honest  effort  in  gathering  the  fragments,  and 
for  arranging  them  in  a volume  as  complete  as  the  data  at  hand 
would  warrant. 

It  was  not  an  easy  task  to  search  the  archives  of  the  con- 
gregation for  the  facts  and  figures  as  they  are  here  given,  since 
this  had  to  be  done  amid  the  constant  press  of  pastoral  duties. 
Only  a sense  of  duty  could  constrain  a busy  pastor  to  increase 
his  atduous  labors  with  the  preparation  of  such  an  historic 
manual.  We  have  been  greatly  encouraged  in  our  work  by 
Rev.  Prof.  George  W.  Richards,  the  former  pastor,  with  whom 
we  had  several  interviews,  and  who  sent  us  these  very  kind 
and  encouraging  lines  : “ I know  you  are  working  hard  on  Salem 
History.  I appreciate  the  difficulties,  yet  you  will  render  the 
congregation  great  service  by  such  a book.  It  will  be  valuable 
to  the  Church  at  large  for  future  reference.*’  It  is  well  for  a 


Intkoductory 


congregation  to  pause,  at  certain  periods  in  its  labors,  and  re- 
view the  past.  We  are  prone  to  live  only  in  the  present,  for- 
getful of  the  past,  and  heedless  of  the  future.  The  poet  has 
well  written  : — 

“ Tis  greatly  wise  to  talk  with  our  past  hours 
And  ask  them  what  report  they  bore  to  heaven.’' 

In  the  hope  that  we  may  all  profit  by  a perusal  of  the 
wondrous  growth  of  our  church  during  the  past  twenty-five 
years,  and  thus  improve  the  present  golden  opportunities,  this 
little  book  is  sent  forth  on  its  mission  of  love  with  the  earnest 
prayer  that  the  God  of  our  Fathers  may  own  and  bless  it,  and 
keep  us  steadfast  in  the  faith  of  His  Son,  Jesus  Christ,  so  that 
He  may  at  last  present  us  before  the  throne  in  heaven  as  the 
trophies  of  His  grace,  to  Whom  be  glory  forever.  Amen. 

Cordially  Yours, 


^alem  ©l^Urcfj 


CHAPTER  I 
#rf<5itt  of  Salem 

O ALEM  CHURCH  was  not  a child  born  out  of  season.  The 
time  was  ripe  for  a new  branch  to  appear  on  the  old  vine. 
It  had  the  official  sanction  of  the  Classis  of  East  Pennsylvania 
before  its  organization,  and  the  hearty  support  of  the  two  other 
congregations  of  the  city,  Zion^s  and  St.  John^s,  from  its  very 
beginning.  Its  foundation  was  laid,  as  its  name  signifies,  in 
peace.'' 

The  need  of  a third  Reformed  Church  in  Allentown  was 
felt  several  years  before  the  project  took  any  tangible  form. 
As  early  as  November  17th,  1874,  in  the  call  fora  special  meet- 
ing of  the  Classis,  held  at  Coplay,  Lehigh  County,  Pa.,  we  find 
this  item  of  business  : To  consider  the  propriety  of  establish- 

ing a Reformed  Mission  in  the  north-western  section  of  Allentown, 
and  if  the  way  be  found  open  to  take  measures  for  its  organi- 
zation." Doubtless  the  Classis  had  strong  proof  of  a healthy 
sentiment  favorable  to  another  interest  on  the  part  of  many 
members,  or-else  they  would  not  have  taken  this  positive  action  : 
"Resolved,  That  Revs.  N.  S.  Strassburger,  S.  G.  Wagner  and 
A.  J.  G.  Dubbs,  be  a Committee,  who  are  authorized  to  organize 
a congregation,  or  congregations,  in  the  north-western  section  of 
Allentown,  Pa." 

The  Committee  did  not  delay  to  carry  out  the  instructions 
of  the  Classis,  for  a few  months  later  they  made  a report  of 
their  labors  to  the  Classis  at  a special  meeting  held  in  St.  John's 
Church,  at  Allentown,  April  2nd,  1875,  which  was  as  follows: 
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‘‘Your  Committee  reports  that  efforts  were  made  by  con- 
ferring with  the  Consistory  and  also  other  members  of  Zion^s 
Reformed  congregation  and  others,  to  prepare  the  way  for  the 
organization  of  a Reformed  congregation  in  the  Fourth  Ward  in 
Allentown,  Pa.  In  two  weeks  a public  meeting  will  be  held  in 
the  lecture-room  of  said  church,  for  the  same  purpose,  and  all 
who  are  in  favor  of  the  enterprise  will  be  invited  to  attend.’^ 

On  April  23rd,  1875,  pursuant  to  a call  of  the  Committee 
of  Classis,  a meeting  was  held  in  Zion^s  Reformed  Church. 
Many  members  were  present,  and  took  a deep  interest  in  the 
discussion  of  plans  for  the  organization  of  a new  congregation. 
Rev.  N.  S.  Strassburger  was  chairman,  and  William  H.  Deshler, 
Esq.  was  the  secretary.  The  result  of  this  meeting  was  the 
appointment  of  a Committee  to  receive  the  names  of  such  per- 
sons who  might  be  willing  to  identify  themselves  with  the  new 
interest  and  to  solicit  subscriptions  for  the  erection  of  a chapel. 
The  Committee  named  was  Lewis  P.  Hecker,  Rev.  Jared 
Fritzinger,  David  Menninger,  William  H.  Blumer  and  John  Bar- 
tholomew. At  the  same  time  the  Revs.  N.  S.  Strassburger,  S. 
G.  Wagner  and  A.  J.  G.  Dubbs,  were  appointed  a Committee 
to  select  a site  for  the  new  church. 

On  the  evening  of  May  3rd,  1875,  ^ juiut  meeting  of  the 
members  of  both  congregations  was  held  in  Zion^s  Reformed 
Church  with  Rev.  N.  S.  Strassburger  as  the  presiding  officer. 
After  the  devotional  services,  the  Committee  on  Inquiry  made 
the  following  report : 

First.  That  after  mature  deliberation  of  the  several  pro- 
jects proposed  they  concluded  to  recommend  as  the  most  feas- 
able  one,  to  secure  the  desirable  end,  the  establishment  of  a 
Sunday  School  in  that  part  of  the  city,  which  shall  be  conducted 
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by  members  of  Zion’s  and  St.  John’s  Reformed  Churches  on 
every  Sunday  morning  between  the  hours  of  8 and  9:30  o’clock, 
and  that  they  further  recommend  that  the  respective  pastors  of 
the  Reformed  churches  shall  be  called  upon  to  preach  in  the 
German  language  on  the  ‘Sabbath  evenings  in  the  apartments 
that  may  be  provided  for  said  Sunday  School. 

Second.  The  following  is  a list  of  the  individuals  who 
are  favorable  to,  and  who  have  signified  their  intention  to  be- 
come members  of  the  proposed  new  organization  and  give  it 
their  support  provided  the  measure  should  be  carried  forward 
successfully  and  a proper  and  desirable  location  selected  for  the 
erection  of  the  church-building. 


Aaron  Butz, 

Daniel  Hallman, 
Michael  Lynn, 

Jas.  F.  Hunsicker, 
Mrs.RebeccaBeisel, 
Peter  Mohr, 
Tilghman  Mohr, 
Daniel  Ward, 

Edw.  Bartholomew, 
Mrs.  John  Moyer, 
Mrs.  O.  J.  Pflueger, 
Charles  Miller, 
Conrad  Paff, 

Harry  Helfrich, 
Henry  Hillegas, 
Elias  Troxel, 

Henry  Rockel, 
George  Heft, 


Daniel  Confer, 
Clinton  Young, 
Lewis  Dech, 

A.  L.  Newhard, 
Israel  Mohr, 

Samuel  Mohr, 
Samuel  Seislove, 
Wm.  Reichenbach, 
Israel  J.  Troxell, 
John  Bartholomew, 
Eph.  R.  Newhard, 
Elias  Lentz, 
William  Clewell, 
Daniel  Troxell, 
George  Weiss, 
Jacob  Sterner, 

Mrs.  Mary  Copple, 


John  Helfrich, 

A.  M.  Springer, 
Enoch  Newhard, 
Thomas  Steckel, 
Peter  Diehm, 
W.H.H.Menninger, 
Henry  Hunsicker, 
Reuben  Knecht, 
Samuel  Miller, 
Jacob  Miller, 
Solomon  Boyer, 

A.  W.  Keiper, 
Solomon  Bear, 
William  Moll, 
David  Menninger, 
Tilghman  Troxell, 
Aggie  C.  Mohr. 
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The  Committee  on  Location  had  examined  various  sites  | 
but  they  had  come  to  no  definite  agreement.  There  was  a pre- 
vailing sentiment  in  favor  of  effecting  a speedy  organization  of  ' 
the  congregation  and  Sunday  School,  and  to  further  it,  a Com- 
mittee of  six  was  appointed,  three  to  be  chosen  from  each  of  the  i 

Consistories  of  Zion's  and  St.  John's  Churches,  which  should 
act  jointly.  The  members  from  Zion's  were  W.  R.  Lawfer,  j 
Alvin  P.  Zellner  and  John  Bartholomew ; and  from  St.  John's, 

Dr.  S.  S.  Appel,  George  H.  Kuhl  and  Lewis  P.  Hecker. 

Since  there  was  no  lot  at  the  disposal  of  the  two  congre- 
gations, and  no  funds  on  hand  to  purchase  any,  W.  H.  Blumer,  ! 
R.  H.  Kramm  and  Lewis  P.  Hecker  were  instructed  to  procure 
a room  or  rooms  suitable  for  Sunday  School  and  church  pur- 
poses, and  give  such  aid  to  the  Committee  on  Organization  as 
lay  in  their  power.  We  may  infer  from  the  actions  taken  at 
this  meeting  that  the  foundations  were  then  laid  for  the  new 
interest.  So  much  is  implied  in  the  report  of  the  Committee  to 
the  Classis  at  its  annual  meeting  held  at  Lenhartsville,  Berks 
County,  Pa.,  on  May  4th,  1875,  which  reads  as  follows : 

“ The  Committee  on  the  organization  of  a third  Reformed 
congregation  in  the  north-western  portion  of  the  city  of  Allen- 

>1 

town.  Pa.,  beg  leave  to  report : That  we  have  not  as  yet  fully  ? 
accomplished  the  object  of  our  appointment.  Since  the  report  ^ 

submitted  to  Classis  at  its  last  special  meeting,  we  held  two  ' 

public  meetings  in  the  lecture-room  of  the  Zion's  Reformed 
Church,  which  were  well  attended  by  members  of  both  our  Re- 
formed congregations.  The  result  of  the  meetings  is,  that  a 
Sunday  School  shall  forthwith  be  organized  in  the  north-western 
section  of  the  city,  by  a Committee,  consisting  of  members  of 
both  our  Reformed  congregations  ; public  services  shall  be  held 
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in  the  German  language  on  Sabbath  evenings,  alternately,  by 
the  Reformed  pastors  of  Allentown.  A Committee  is  appointed 
to  procure  a suitable  room  in  which  the  Sunday  School  and  the 
public  services  shall  be  held.  Fifty-two  persons  have  signified 
their  willingness  to  identify  themselves  with  the  enterprise,  pro- 
vided it  is  carried  forward  successfully  and  a proper  lot  is  secured 
for  the  location  of  a church.  The  new  congregation  when  organ- 
ized shall  be  allowed  to  select  a lot  for  itself,  and  thus  settle  the 
question  of  location.  Each  Reformed  congregation  of  Allentown 
shall  appoint  a Committee  of  three  members,  who  shall  co-operate 
in  an  effort  to  procure  funds  for  building  purposes.  A beginning 
has  thus  been  made  for  the  organization  of  a third  Reformed 
congregation  in  the  city  of  Allentown,  with  fair  prospects  of 
success,  which  we  hope  may  soon  be  reached  to  the  welfare  of 
man,  the  extension  of  the  Redeemer's  kingdom  and  the  glory  of 
God." 
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CHAPTER  II 
Wvrnn^ 


FTER  several  fruitless  attempts  to  obtain  a suitable  place  for 


the  purpose  of  organizing  a Sunday  School,  the  Committee 
on  Site  reported,  at  a meeting  held  on  June  9th,  at  the  First 
National  Bank,  that  they  had  leased  the  lot  at  the  south-west 
corner  of  Eighth  and  Chew  streets,  and  recommended  the  erec- 
tion of  a temporary  building.  This  was  approved,  and  W.  R. 
Lawfer,  L.  P.  Hecker,  George  H.  Kuhl  and  A.  P.  Zellner  were 
appointed  a Committee  to  procure  a plan  for  a frame  chapel,  and 
to  receive  proposals  for  the  erection  of  the  same.  The  bid  of 
Daniel  H.  Greenawalt  for  $864.25  was  accepted,  and  an  agree- 
ment made  with  him  to  do  the  work.  Thus  far  no  plan  had  been 
devised  for  the  payment  of  the  building,  but  W.  H.  Blumer  and 
George  H.  Kuhl  were  appointed  a Finance  Committee  to  raise 
the  money.  At  a meeting  held  July  7th,  this  Committee  made 
the  following  report : *‘Thata  note  be  drawn  to  the  order  of 
ourselves  for  Seven  Hundred  Dollars  payable  at  the  First 
National  Bank  at  Allentown,  Pa.’'  Mr.  George  H.  Kuhl  was 
appointed  as  Treasurer. 

On  August  20th,  the  Committee  of  Classis  met  at  the 
home  of  Rev.  S.  G.  Wagner,  to  arrange  for  the  dedication  of  the 
chapel.  Salems  Reformed  Church  was  the  name  fixed  upon  by 
the  Committee.  The  services  on  the  day  of  dedication  shall  be 
German  in  the  morning,  and  German  and  English  in  the  after- 
noon, and  German  in  the  evening. 

On  August  23rd,  a joint  meeting  of  the  Committees  of 
the  Classis  and  of  the  two  congregations  was  held  at  the  First 
National  Bank,  and  Mr.  L.  P.  Hecker,  who  had  charge  of  the 
building  operations,  made  the  cheering  report  that  the  chapel 
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was  almost  ready  for  occupancy.  There  was  some  discussion 
in  regard  to  adding  a coat  of  calcimine  to  the  walls,  whereupon 
the  motion  was  made  by  the  Rev.  A.  J.  G.  Dubbs,  and  seconded 
by  the  Rev.  W.  R.  Hofford,  instructing  the  Building  Committee 
to  add  the  same,  and  to  complete  the  chapel,  by  arranging  the 
pews  and  pulpit  from  Zion^s  Church,  in  time  for  the  dedication. 

The  only  minutes  in  German  are  those  of  the  first  meet- 
ing held  in  the  new  chapel  on  September  loth,  when  forty-eight 
persons  had  assembled  to  inspect  the  building  and  to  provide  for 
its  payment.  An  effort  was  made  at  the  same  time  to  gather 
subsciiptions,  and  the  result  was  $375.  At  the  suggestion  of 
Rev.  W.  R.  Hofford,  a Committee  was  appointed,  consisting  of 
W.  R.  Lawfer,  A.  P.  Zellner,  Reuben  Newhard,  William  H. 
Blumer,  James  F.  Hunsicker,  John  Bartholomew  and  L.  P.  Hecker 
to  solicit  additional  contributions  from  the  friends  of  the  new 
interest  and  report  as  soon  as  posssible. 

The  dedication  of  the  chapel  took  place  on  September 
1 2th,  1 875,  in  the  presence  of  large  audiences  at  the  three  services. 
Ministers  officiating  were  : Revs.  Joseph  S.  Dubbs,  D.  D., 
E.  V.  Gerhart,  D.  D.,  W.  R.  Hofford,  A.  J.  G.  Dubbs, 
Jared  Fi  itzinger,  N.  S.  Strassburger,  J.  M.  Mickley  and  others. 
The  venerable  father  Joseph  S.  Dubbs,  made  the  first  address, 
laying  great  stress  in  his  remarks  on  the  word  ''  peace.  With 
trembling  voice,  he  bade  the  people,  Haltet  Friede  unter  euch.'^ 
Such  was  the  impression  made  upon  the  minds  of  the  younger 
people  that  some  speak  of  it  even  to  this  day.  The  Rev.  E.  V. 
Gerhart,  D.  D.,  President  of  the  Theological  Seminary  at 
Lancaster,  was  the  preacher  at  both  the  morning  and  evening 
services,  and  the  secretary  of  the  congregation  makes  this 
favorable  comment  in  the  Minute  Book  of  the  occasion  that, 
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**  he  is  a very  eloquent  speaker.'*  In  the  afternoon  the  dedi- 
catory services  were  held,  Rev.  J.  M.  Mickley,  of  Pittsburg, 
preaching  the  sermon,  and  Rev.  N.  S.  Strassburger  assisting  in 
the  services.  The  offerings  for  the  day  amounted  to  $116.47. 
The  chapel  cost  about  $900.,  exclusive  of  the  furnishings; 
which  were  mostly  donated. 

From  these  facts  it  is  evident  that  the  congregation  had 
a very  humble  origin  in  the  little  frame  chapel,  but  it  was  self- 
supporting  from  the  start.  All  this  meant  a great  deal  for  the 
mere  handful  of  members,  and  it  speaks  volumes  of  praise  for 
the  heroic  band  that  laid  the  foundations  deep  and  broad  for  the 
great  work  of  the  coming  ages.  Dr.  Henry  Helfrich,  who  is 
one  of  the  oldest  residents,  took  a very  active  part  in  the  erec- 
tion of  the  chapel,  and  deserves  this  special  mention  for  his  lib- 
eral gifts  and  helpful  services. 
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CHAPTER  III 
Committ^^  on 

DEING  without  a regular  pastor,  the  Classis  appointed  Revs. 

A.  J.  G.  Dubbs,  W.  R.  Hofford  and  Jared  Fritzinger,  a 
Committee  on  Supply,  to  conduct  German  services  in  the  even- 
ing, alternately,  until  the  congregation  shall  elect  a pastor. 
From  this  time  forth  regular  services  were  held  and  the  little 
flock  was  ably  supplied  with  the  preaching  of  the  Word  by  the 
members  of  the  Committee  as  well  as  by  other  brethren.  It 
is  due  the  Rev.  Jared  Fritzinger,  to  state  that  he  devoted  much 
of  his  time  and  means  to  this  infant  congregation.  Though  the 
chapel  was  small  and  unpretentious  in  appearance,  yet  it  soon 
became  a magnet  in  the  community,  and  hundreds  would  gath- 
er within  its  walls.  Father  Fritzinger  took  great  delight  in  re- 
lating an  amusing  incident  in  connection  with  his  labors  in  the 
chapel.  One  evening  he  came  late,  and  found  a crowd  in  the 
doorway,  eager  to  gain  admittance.  Only  after  telling  them 
that  he  was  the  preacher  would  they  open  a passage  for  his  en- 
trance. 

A very  pleasing  service  was  held  on  November  15th,  at 
which  time  several  presentations  were  made  to  the  congrega- 
tion, most  creditable  to  the  donors  and  productive  of  delight  in 
the  hearts  of  those  who  loved  the  chapel.  The  first  gift  was 
an  organ  from  Dr.  Henry  Helfrich.  In  the  most  happy  terms, 
the  Rev.  A.  J.  G.  Dubbs,  made  the  presentation  speech.  Rev. 
W.  R.  Hofford  of  the  Female  College  replied  in  choice  and  elo- 
quent words,  expressing  the  gratification  of  the  friends  of  the 
chapel  towards  the  kind  donor,  and  invoking  upon  him  the  rich 
blessings  of  heaven.  The  next  gift  was  a handsome  bound 
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Bible  and  Hymn  Book  for  the  pulpit  from  the  ladies  of  Zion^s 
Reformed  Church.  Rev.  Jared  Fritzinger  made  the  address, 
and  Rev.  A.  J.  G.  Dubbs,  the  response.  In  speaking  of  these 
valuable  gifts,  the  **  Chronicle  and  News  says,  The  course  of 
the  chapel  is  ever  onward,  and  the  two  Reformed  churches  from 
which  it  sprang  are  doingevery  thing  they  can  to  encourage  it.^^ 

A meeting  of  the  members  of  the  congregation  was  held 
on  November  19th,  for  the  purpose  of  electing  the  first  Con- 
sistory. The  result  was  as  follows : Elders,  Aaron  Butz  and 
Elias  Troxell;  Deacons,  John  Bartholomew,  James  F.  Hun- 
sicker,  Henry  Hillegas  and  William  B.  Schaffer ; Trustee,  Owen 
W.  Faust;  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  A.  L.  Newhart. 

The  service  of  ordination  and  installation  took  place  on 
November  23rd,  in  the  presence  of  a large  and  attentive  audience,  - 
the  ministers.  Revs.  N.  S.  Strassburger,  A.  J.  G.  Dubbs,  W.  R. 
Hofford  and  Jared  Fritzinger  took  part  in  the  impressive  ritual, 
the  first  named  preaching  the  sermon.  This  service  marks  the 
actual  organization  of  Salem  Church.  The  Constitution  and 
By-Laws  were  framed  at  a meeting  held  on  December  ist,  which 
conform  to  the  model  as  laid  down  by  the  Synod  of  the  Reformed 
Church  in  the  United  States. 
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CHAPTER  IV 
Srlirst  pastor 


HE  congregation  now  became  conscious  of  its  needs,  and  the 


members  felt  that  they  could  not  grow  without  the  over- 
sight of  a regular  pastor.  At  a meeting  of  the  Consistory  held 
December  8th,  the  question  of  a pastor  came  up  for  serious  con- 
sideration, and  it  was  agreed  to  convene  the  members  and  friends 
of  the  congregation  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  their  views 
in  regard  to  this  matter,  and  to  provide  for  the  salary.  It  would 
seem  from  the  records  that  a number  of  members  were  also  in 
attendance  at  this  meeting,  and  the  unanimous  feeling  was  in 
favor  of  the  Rev.  A.  J.  G.  Dubbs.  An  election  for  pastor  was 
held  on  January  3rd,  1876,  and  all  the  votes  cast,  sixty-two, 
were  in  favor  of  the  Rev.  A.  J.  G.  Dubbs.  A Committee,  con- 
sisting of  the  elders,  Aaron  Butz  and  Elias  Troxell,  was  named 
to  convey  the  news  to  the  pastor-elect  who  received  them  most 
cordially. 

It  was  not  an  easy  matter  for  him  to  sever  his  pleasant 
relations  with  the  Salisburg  Charge,  for  which  he  had  a strong 
attachment,  and  from  which  he  felt  loath  to  part,  but  he  knew 
that  as  a servant  of  the  Lord  he  could  not  follow  his  own  incli- 
nations, but  must  heed  the  voice  of  duty.  There  was  a strong 
pressure  brought  to  bear  upon  him  from  his  many  friends  in  the 
city,  to  yield  to  the  call  of  this  infant  congregation,  and  it  is  said 
that,  at  an  informal  meeting,  when  he  told  his  friends  that  he 
could  not  see  his  way  clear  to  accept  the  call,  one  of  his  ardent 
admirers  replied  : Wann  du  net  halt  nemmst,  dann  geht  es  zu 

nix.^'  Besides,  his  brethren  in  the  ministry  felt  convinced  that 
he  was  the  right  man  for  the  place.  After  due  deliberation  on 
his  part,  he  agreed  to  accept  the  call  with  the  proviso,  that  the 
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congregation  shall  purchase  a lot  and  build  a church  during  the 
year.  This  seemed  at  the  time  a heavy  demand  on  the  small 
and  comparatively  poor  congregation,  with  a debt  of  $450.  still 
resting  on  the  chapel  standing  on  leased  ground.  Thank  God  ? 
these  original  members  were  equal  to  the  emergency.  One  of 
the  grandest  lessons  to  be  drawn  from  the  past  experience  of  the 
congregation  is  the  faith  that  ventures  much  and  wins  much. 
Our  fathers  had  faith  in  God,  and  it  was  this  faith  which  nerved 
them  to  build  wisely  and  well.  Among  the  first  of  the  few 
liberal  men  in  the  congregation  to  come  to  the  pastor  and  offer 
the  sum  of  $$oo  towards  the  new  church  was  our  aged  friend 
Thomas  Steckel,  who  alone  remains  of  the  fathers  to  rejoice  in 
the  fruits  of  their  early  struggles  and  who  still  takes  a deep 
interest  in  the  progress  of  the  work. 

Immediate  steps  were  taken  by  the  Consistory  to  secure 
the  lot  on  which  the  church  now  stands,  and  we  find  that  on 
February  21st,  1876,  the  report  was  made  that,  Owen  W.  Faust, 
Trustee,  had  by  an  agreementmadeon  January  21st,  purchased 
a lot,  or  piece  of  ground,  30  x no  feet,  from  Mrs.  Susanna 
Moyer,  for  ^1650,  and  also  a lot,  or  piece  of  ground,  42  x no 
feet,  from  Nathan  and  Caroline  Gackenbach  for  $2310,  in  trust 
for,  and  for  the  use  of  said  congregation,  all  of  which  was  duly 
ratified.  The  size  of  the  entire  plot  of  ground  is  72  x 1 10  feet, 
and  the  total  price  paid  was  $^S6o. 

At  a meeting  of  the  Consistory  held  March  6th,  the  call 
was  issued  to  the  Rev.  A.  J.  G.  Dubbs,  according  to  the  form 
prescribed  by  the  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United 
States.  The  salary  was  fixed  at  $1,000  per  annum,  to  be  paid 
half  yearly. 

At  the  same  time,  a Committee  of  fifteen  was  chosen  to 
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receive  subscriptions  for  the  purpose  of  buying  the  ground  and 
building  a church,  viz,  George  W.  Hartzell,  A.  J.  G.  Dubbs, 
John  Bartholomew,  Solomon  Boyer,  James  F.  Hunsicker,  Aaron 
Butz,  Henry  Hillegas,  Thomas  Steckel,  Elias  Lentz,  Elias 
Troxell,  Owen  W.  Faust,  W.  B.  Schaeffer,  A.  L.  Newhart> 
Jesse  Marcks  and  Conrad  Faff. 

It  is  gratifying  to  note  that  by  April  ist,  when  the  pastor- 
elect  took  charge  of  the  work,  the  Committee  had  secured  over 
$8,000,  in  subscriptions,  and  were  busily  engaged  in  laying  the 
foundation  for  the  new  church-edifice. 

The  Building  Committee,  elected  by  the  congregation, 
was  composed  of  these  persons : A.  J.  G.  Dubbs,  Solomon 
Boyer,  Thomas  Steckel,  Elias  Lentz,  Conrad  Faff,  George  W. 
Hartzell,  Jesse  Marcks,  Aaron  Butz  and  Elias  Troxell. 

It  was  plainly  understood  by  a resolution  that  this  Com- 
mittee shall  do  all  their  work,  at  the  church,  free  of  charge.  The 
treasurer,  A.  L.  Newhart,  was  the  custodian  of  the  Building 
Fund. 
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CHAPTER  V 

Ciatjing 


HE  formal  laying  of  the  corner-stone  took  place  on  Whit" 


Sunday,  June  4th,  1876.  The  Sunday  School  met  in  the 
chapel,  and  at  8:30  A.  M.  a long  procession  could  be  seen  wend- 
ing its  way  down  Chew  street  towards  the  spot  where  the  new 
church  was  to  be  built.  It  was  a lovely  sight  to  behold,  for  the 
girls  wore  white  dresses,  and  carried  fragrant  bouquets  in  their 
hands,  making  a picture  of  rare  beauty. 

The  services  with  the  school  began  with  the  singing  of  a 
German  hymn,  appropriate  to  the  occasion.  An  address  of 
hearty  welcome  was  made  by  the  pastor,  and  all  present  united 
in  the  Confession  of  Faith.  A.  L.  Newhart  read  the  Scripture 
Lesson,  then  an  English  hymn  was  sung.  Rev.  Jared  Fritzinger 
led  in  prayer,  and  after  the  singing  of  a German  hymn,  he  arose 
from  a beautiful  easy  chair,  and  in  a neat  speech,  presented  it 
to  Rev.  Joseph  S.  Dubbs,  D.  D.,  father  of  the  pastor,  to  be 
placed  in  the  chancel  when  the  church  would  be  completed,  and 
to  be  used  by  him  alone.  This  was  a very  interesting  part  of 
the  programme,  and  an  agreeable  surprise  to  the  venerable 
father.  During  the  singing  of  another  hymn  the  collection  was 
taken  up.  Tobias  Kessler  Esq.,  made  an  eloquent  address  to 
the  school.  He  was  one  of  its  earnest  supporters.  Blest  be 
the  tie  that  binds,”  was  sung,  and  then  L.  P.  Hecker  spoke  a 
few  words  of  cheer  and  encouragement.  George  W.  Hartzell, 
superintendent  of  the  school  arose  and,  in  the  name  of  the  school 
presented  the  congregation  with  the  following  articles  to  be* 
placed  in  the  corner  stone  : 

The  names  of  the  Building  Committee,  printed  by  Thomas 
Steckel,  Jr.,  Silver  dollar  bearing  the  names  of  the  pastor, 
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elders  and  deacons,  half-dollar  silver,  quarter-dollar  silver,  ten- 
cent  piece  silver,  five-cent  piece  silver,  all  dated  1876,  the 
Child’s  Treasury,  Reformed  Church  Hymn  Book,  Heidelberg 
Catechism,  Jugend  Freund,  Guardian,  Gospel  Lessons,  First 
printed  hymn  used  by  Salem  School,  Printed  Invitation  to  attend 
the  dedication  of  the  Frame  Chapel,  Bread  and  Wine. 

The  pastor,  in  receiving  these  articles,  spoke  in  fitting 
words  in  behalf  of  the  members  of  the  congregation. 

The  service  with  the  school  closed  with  the  chanting  of 
the  Lord’s  Prayer.  Mr.  Frank  Hartzell  was  the  musical  director, 
and  much  credit  is  due  him  for  the  fine  music. 

The  regular  service  began  at  10  A.  M.  Rev.  A.  S.  Lein- 
bach,  of  Reading,  preached  the  sermon  in  the  German  language. 
By  this  time  Father  Dubbs  had  fully  recovered  from  his  sur- 
prise, and  he  was  called  upon  to  make  a few  remarks,  which 
he  did,  thanking  the  kind  friends  fortheeasy  chair,  and  wishing 
them  long  life  and  abundant  prosperity.  The  offerings  at  this 
service  amounted  to  over  ^50. 

During  the  noon  hour,  there  was  a heavy  rain  fall,  inter- 
fering very  much  with  the  afternoon  services,  which  had  to  be 
held  in  the  chapel.  Rev.  S.  A.  Leinbach,  of  Coplay,  preached 
a very  forcible  sermon  in  the  German  language.  He  was 
followed  with  a brief  address  in  the  English  language  by  the 
Rev.  A.  B.  Koplin  of  Catasauqua,  who  based  his  remarks  on  the 
words,  Other  foundation  can  no  man  lay  than  that  which  is 
laid,  even  Christ  Jesus.”  The  corner  stone  was  then  laid  by  the 
pastor,  and  all  the  ministers  present  took  part  in  the  service. 
As  is  customary  on  such  occasions,  three  young  ladies  were  ap- 
pointed to  solicit  contributions  from  persons  outside  of  the  con- 
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gregation,  which  they  did,  realizing  a very  nice  sum  for  the 
benefit  of  the  church.  The  entire  foundation  of  the  building 
was  covered  with  muslin  furnished  by  W.  R.  Lawfer  & Co.  and 
was  an  effectual  shield  against  the  piercing  rays  of  the  sun.  In 
the  evening  the  pulpit  was  occupied  by  the  Rev.  A.  S.  Leinbach, 
of  Reading,  who  left  a favorable  impression  with  his  two  most 
excellent  sermons. 
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CHAPTER  VI 
IPedfcntion  of 

MINE  months  after  the  breaking  of  ground  for  the  foundation 
wall,  the  church  building  was  ready  for  dedication.  This 
in  itself  is  the  best  proof  of  the  grit  and  zeal  in  the  original 
members.  They  were  not  baffled  in  their  determination  to  build 
an  house  for  God.  The  dedication  of  the  church  took  place  on 
Sunday,  December  24th,  1876,  and  an  immense  throng  of  people 
assembled  in  the  fine  auditorium  to  witness  the  solemn  conse- 
cration of  this  new  house  of  worship.  The  choir  sang  an  inspir- 
inganthem.  Then  the  aged  father.  Rev.  Joseph  S.  Dubbs,  D.  D. 
arose,  and  introduced  the  festive  services.  Though  full  of 
years,  yet  his  soul  was  all  afire  with  rapture  over  the  completion 
of  the  building,  and  in  an  address  apt,  clear,  earnest  and  pathetic, 
he  kindled  a holy  enthusiasm  in  every  heart  in  that  vast 
audience.  The  act  of  dedication  was  read  by  the  pastor,  after 
which  the  choir  sang  the  Gloria  in  Excelsis.  The  Rev.  C.  Z. 
Weiser,  D.  D.,  of  East  Greenville,  Pa.,  a life-long  friend  of  the 
pastor,  then  came  on  the  pulpit  platform  and,  in  his  unique 
style,  made  the  presentation  speech  of  useful  gifts  on  behalf  of 
the  kind  donors ; the  pulpit  from  Hon.  Joseph  Laubach  of 
Bethlehem ; the  reading  desk  from  Moses  Schneck  and  family 
of  Philadelphia  ; the  baptismal  font  from  the  catechetical  class 
of  the  congregation  ; the  altar  from  the  Sunday  School  ; a Bible 
cushion  from  Miss  E.  Jane  Ziegler ; a Bible  for  the  reading  desk 
from  the  Miller’s  Church  of  North  Whitehall ; a Bible  for  the 
pulpit  from  Mrs.  Hettie  Pfleuger ; an  English  Bible  from  Solomon 
Boyer  and  wife,  in  memory  of  his  father,  John  Boyer ; mottoes 
from  the  Misses  Marcks  and  Walbert.  In  accepting  these  gifts, 
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the  pastor  invoked  the  divine  blessing  upon  the  liberal  hearts 
gave  the  work  of  his  and  his  people^s  hands  to  God. 

The  Rev.  Joseph  H.  Dubbs,  Professor  in  Franklin  and 
Marshall  College  at  Lancaster,  preached  the  dedicatory  sermon 
in  the  German  language,  text  Psalm  48,  verses  13-15.  It  was 
a very  able  and  interesting  discourse.  In  the  afternoon  the 
services  were  conducted  in  the  English  language,  and  the  Rev. 
C.  Z.  Weiser,  D.  D.,  delivered  an  admirable  sermon  on  the 
first  and  second  commandments. 

The  Christmas  festival  with  the  Sunday  School  was  held 
in  the  evening,  the  audience  overflowing  the  building,  and  the 
services  were  most  beautiful  and  impressive. 

On  Christmas  Day  in  the  morning,  the  Rev.  Abraham 
Bartholomew  of  Lehighton,  a warm  friend  of  the  pastor  and  a 
brother  of  the  present  pastor,  delivered  an  able  sermon  in  the 
German  language  from  i Peter,  2:5.  The  afternoon  service 
was  in  charge  of  Prof.  Dubbs,  and  his  excellent  sermon  on 
Isaiah  54:11-13  made  a deep  impression.  Rev.  S.  A.  Leinbach, 
of  Coplay,  a personal  friend  of  the  pastor,  preached  a very  elo- 
quent sermon  in  the  evening  in  the  German  language  from 
I Peter  2:7.  Evening  services  were  held  during  the  entire  week, 
and  the  Revs.  W.  R.  Hofford  of  the  city,  H.  A.  Keyser  of 
Mahanoy  City,  and  John  Mattern  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  were 
the  preachers. 

At  the  time  of  its  erection,  Salem  Church  was  one  of  the 
finest  edifices  in  the  city.  Its  location  is  central  and  beautiful. 
Its  doors  and  windows  are  gothic  in  form.  The  steeple  is  lofty 
and  symmetrical,  and  standing  as  it  does  on  high  ground,  the 
church  is  a conspicuous  landmark  to  all  approaching  the  city 
from  every  direction.  An  open  grass  plot  in  front  of  the  church 
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adds  a beautiful  effect  to  the  graceful  structure.  The  main 
auditorium  has  a seating  capacity  of  700.  The  total  cost  of  the 
building,  not  including  the  lot  or  the  furniture,  was  $12,601.64. 
It  is  worthy  of  note  that  every  man  who  did  any  work,  or  sup- 
plied any  material  at  the  building,  made  a liberal  reduction  ; 
indeed,  the  contributions  from  these  sources  amounted  to 
$1721.32.  This  fact  alone  proves  that  the  Building  Committee 
was  composed  of  men  with  sound  business  managem.ent,  and 
reflects  great  credit  upon  them. 

We  cannot  forbear  extracting  portions  from  a very  inter- 
esting article,  written  by  the  Rev.  C.  Z.  Weiser,  D.  D.  for  the 
‘‘Reformed  Church  Messenger”  in  which  he  gives  his  impressions 
of  Salem  Church,  a few  weeks  after  its  dedication  to  the  Triune 
God.  He  says  : ‘‘  The  history  of  our  latest  enlargement,  which 
fruited  so  happily  into  being  at  our  last  Christmas-tide,  December 
24th,  has  proved  a short,  easy  and  successful  one ; for  the 
reason,  that  the  right  man  was  chosen  for  the  right  place  and  in 
the  right  time.  The  details  are  few,  but  interesting,  when 
viewed  in  the  lightof  its  hasty  and  yet  effective  consummation.” 
Then  he  relates  the  beginnings  of  the  congregation,  as  told  in 
the  preceding  chapters,  up  to  the  time  of  the  first  pastorate. 
He  continues  : “ In  the  month  of  April  a site  was  secured,  and 
ground  broken  for  a house  of  God.  Nine  months  thereafter  the 
work  was  done — well  done.  A church  goby  52  feet;  a congre- 
gation numbering  over  200  members  ; a Sunday  School  with  300 
scholars  ; a pastor  with  salary  paid  up  to  date  ; a life  and  action 
like  that  which  would  reflect  on  many  an  old  flock — “a  child 
born  a hundred  years  old.”  ‘‘  Glory  be  to  God  in  the  highest” — 
first,  last,  always — for  He  has  been  gracious  to  this  pastor  and 
his  flock.  Let  the  Reformed  Christians  of  Allentown  walk 
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about  Zion  ; go  round  about  her ; mark  her  bulwarks  and  con- 
sider her  palaces.  Let  the  Reformed  pastors  and  Consistories 
of  the  place  employ  the  Reading  tactics,  unite,  agree,  co-operate, 
mutually  respect  and  confide  in  one  another,  and  thus  labor  still 
onward  towards  making  Allentown  a city  of  Reformed  churches.*' 
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CHAPTER  Vn 
9ncor|iorotlon 


HERE  was  no  opposition,  on  the  part  of  the  members,  to  the 


incorporation  of  the  church,  for  at  a meeting  held  on  March 
27th,  1877,  to  decide  this  matter,  the  vote  was  unanimously  in 
favor  of  it.  The  pastor,  A.  J.  G.  Dubbs,  George  W.  Hartzell, 
Isaac  Faff,  Aaron  Butz  and  Solomon  Boyer  were  constituted  the 
Committee  to  obtain  the  charter,  and  to  prepare  the  laws  for 
the  governing  of  the  congregation  as  an  incorporated  body.  On 
April  25th,  they  reported,  and  recommended  that  the  present 
constitution  shall  be  specified  in  the  charter  as  the  rules  and 
regulations  for  the  conduct  of  the  members.  The  pastor  was 
then  elected  President  of  the  corporation,  and  he  with  the  elders 
and  deacons  constituted  the  official  body  of  the  congregation. 
The  church  has  a seal  bearing  the  expressive  monogram. 


and  encircled  with  the  words,  Salems  Reformed  Church, 
Allentown,  Pa. 

A month  later.  May  23rd,  the  congregation  held  a meet- 
ing, and  authorized  the  issue  of  bonds,  with  Thomas  Steckel  as 
Trustee,  to  the  amount  of  ^7,000,  for  a period  of  ten  years, 
at  the  rate  of  six  per-cent,  interest,  with  the  privilege  of  redeem- 
ing the  same,  at  the  pleasure  of  the  congregation.  This  was 
done  in  order  to  fund  the  church  debt.  These  bonds  were  all 
duly  satisfied,  and  the  church  was  freed  of  all  encumbrances  by 
December  19th,  1882.  It  must  be  said,  to  the  credit  of  the  mem- 
bers of  Salem  Church,  that  they  have  no  love  for  church  debts, 
and  that  they  never  carried  a debt  any  longer  than  necessary. 
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CHAPTER  Vm 

miS  the  (Eiloclc 

^HE  church  bell  is  a servant  of  God  in  calling  the  people  to 
worship.  Salem  Church  had  no  bell  for  one  year.  This 
want  was  keenly  felt,  but  the  means  for  obtaining  it  did  not 
seem  to  be  at  hand.  Nathan  Weiler,  one  of  the  prominent 
members  of  the  church,  came  forward  in  a most  generous  manner, 
and  supplied  the  need.  This  noble  act  will  be  a precious  me- 
morial  of  him  as  long  as  the  church  stands,  and  a constant  call 
to  all  who  hear  its  resonant  tones  to  attend  the  services  held 
within  the  sacred  edifice.  The  splendid  bell  was  cast  at  Gough^s 
Bell  Foundry  in  the  city,  who  had  the  reputation  of  turning  out 
first  class  work  in  this  line.  It  is  made  of  a composition  of  iron, 
copper  and  tin.  It  weighs  1823  pounds  and  cost  $800.  On 
one  side,  the  bell  bears  the  inscription,  ‘‘Presented  to  Salem’s 
Reformed  Church  by  Nathan  Weiler,”  and  on  the  other,  “Cast 
by  Edward  Gough.”  It  was  placed  in  the  tower  on  January 
ist,  1878,  and  in  a few  hours  it  gave  forth  a sound,  pure  and 
clear,  unlike  any  other  bell  in  the  city.  In  referring  to  this  kind 
act  in  the  “ Reformirte  Hausfreund,”  the  pastor  wrote  : “ Wir 
haben  in  unserer  kurzen  Geschichte  gelernt,  dass  die  guten 
Leute  nicht  so  rar  sindals  man  oft  glaubt,  und  dass  das  Spruech- 
wort:  “Der  Schenker  is  todt,  und  der  Henker  lebt”  nicht 
aushalt.  Der  Schenker  lebt  noch  immer  und  theilt  seine  Gaben 
reichlich  aus,  und  wir  koennen  ihm  nicht  genug  danken  fuer  seine 
Huelfe  und  Beistand.  Ihm  sei  alle  Ehre  ! ” 

The  dedication  of  the  bell  took  place  on  Sunday,  January 
20th,  1878,  with  appropriate  ceremonies.  Longbefore  the  hour 
of  service,  every  available  space  was  taken  up,  and  as  the  pastor 
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led  in  prayer  there  was  silent  rejoicing  on  the  part  of  the 
assembled  multitude  over  the  splendid  addition  to  their  fine 
house  of  worship.  The  preacher  at  the  morning  service  was 
the  Rev.  Charles  H.  Leinbach,  D.  D.,  of  Stouchsburg,  Berks 
County,  Pa.  He  was  a man  of  fine  presence,  and  his  sermon 
was  replete  with  deep  and  beautiful  thoughts.  In  the  afternoon 
an  interesting  service  was  held  with  the  Sunday  School.  Excel- 
lent addresses  were  made  by  Revs.  Dr.  C.  H.  Leinbach,  S.  A. 
Leinbach,  James  N.  Bachman,  and  the  pastor. 

In  the  evening,  the  Rev.  James  N.  Bachman  of  Jackson- 
ville, Lehigh  County,  preached  a very  able  and  interesting 
sermon  to  a large  audience.  In  reporting  this  special  occasion, 
the  “Chronicle  and  News*'  pays  the  members  a high  compli- 
ment by  saying,  “The  Salem's  congregation  are  not  *fair 
weather  Christians,*  for  notwithstanding  the  bad  weather  in 
the  afternoon  and  evening  they  turned  out  in  very  large 
numbers.** 

After  the  sweet-toned  bell  had  been  in  use  for  a number 
of  years,  the  two  young  machinists,  George  L.  Knauss  and 
Lewis  F.  Grammes  made  a very  excellent  town  clock.  To 
Jacob  Deshler,  father  of  our  faithful  member.  Miss  Emma 
Deshler,  belongs  the  honor  of  conceiving  the  idea  to  have  it 
placed  in  the  steeple  of  the  church.  Several  fruitless  efforts 
were  made  to  raise  the  amount  of  the  purchase  money,  but  at 
last  the  task  was  taken  up  by  Charles  B.  Wanamaker  with 
signal  success,  he  collecting  ^550,  and  the  clock  was  placed  in 
the  steeple,  where  it  remains  an  ornament  to  the  church  and  a 
convenience  to  the  people.  Much  credit  is  due  Mr.  Wanamaker 
for  his  great  kindness. 
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CHAPTER  IX 

A FTER  the  church  debt  had  been  paid,  the  people  were  anxious 
to  beautify  the  interior  of  the  church,  and  to  add  other 
needful  conveniences.  The  Young  People^s  Society,  a very 
vigorous  organization,  had  been  busily  at  work  for  three  years 
in  gathering  a fund  for  a pipe  organ,  which  by  this  time  had 
grown  to  such  proportions  as  to  warrant  them  in  ordering  a fine 
instrument.  A meeting  of  the  congregation  was  held  on  May 
4th,  1885,  and  a Committee,  consisting  of  Conrad  Paff,  Thomas 
Steckel,  John  W.  Sepp,  James  F.  Hunsicker  and  Jeremiah  Roth 
was  appointed,  with  full  power  to  act,  to  co-operate  with  a similar 
Committee  from  the  Young  People's  Society  in  their  laudable 
undertaking.  As  a result  of  this  action,  extensive  improvements 
were  begun  at  the  building.  Under  the  steeple,  in  the  Sunday 
School  room,  an  extra  partition  was  put  in  so  as  to  provide  better 
facilities  for  the  Bible  Class ; the  walls  were  beautified  with 
handsome  paper,  and  the  floors  laid  with  carpet  and  matting. 
The  congregation  was  worshipping  in  the  lecture-room  whilst 
the  artezans  were  busy  in  enhancing  the  appearance  of  the  main 
auditorium.  The  walls  were  elaborately  frescoed,  fine  stained- 
glass  windows  were  introduced,  the  pews  had  already  been 
cushioned,  by  the  liberality  of  Jeremiah  Roth,  and  the  floor  was 
covered  with  a pretty  ingrain  carpet.  Besides,  the  large  pipe 
organ  was  placed  on  the  left  of  the  pulpit,  which  presents  a 
beautiful  appearance.  The  organ  was  built  by  C.  F.  Durner, 
of  Quakertown.  There  are  452  pipes  in  the  great  organ,  348 
in  the  swell  organ,  and  54  in  the  pedal,  with  six  mechanical 
registers.  One  peculiarity  of  this  organ  is  that  the  “Spiel 
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Tisch/*with  its  keyboards,  is  placed  in  such  a position  that  the 
organist  faces  the  congregation.  The  power  is  supplied  by  a 
“Little  Giant”  water  motor.  These  improvements  cost  fully 
f 8,000,  and  of  this  amount  $3,000  was  paid  by  the  Young 
People's  Society.  This  was  a most  laudable  work,  of  which  the 
active  members  at  that  time  should  feel  proud  of  unto  this  day, 

Sunday,  October  nth,  1885,  marks  the  re-dedication 
of  the  tastily  renovated  edifice.  The  services  were  an- 
nounced to  begin  at  half-past  nine  o'clock.  Long  before  that 
hour,  however,  the  spacious  auditorium  was  filling  up  with  a 
throng  of  worshipers,  and  by  the  time  the  choir  sang  the  open- 
ing anthem,  every  seat  had  found  an  occupant,  and  scores  could 
not  obtain  even  standing  room.  After  the  invocation  by  the 
pastor,  Mr.  Alvin  W.  Lawfer  read  a brief  history  of  the  Young 
People's  Society.  The  sketch  appears  elsewhere  in  the  history. 

Then  the  Rev.  J.  H.  Dubbs,  D.  D.,  on  behalf  of  the 
Young  People's  Society,  presented  the  magnificent  organ  to  the 
congregation,  making  an  instructive  address  in  doing  so.  He 
extolled  the  many  noble  attributes  of  music,  deeming  it  a most 
potent  force  in  moving  and  inspiring  humanity.  A lesson  can 
be  learnt,  he  said,  from  the  organ  which  the  members  of  the 
congregation  might  take  to  heart.  Some  of  the  pipes  are  large, 
and  some  are  small,  yet  all  combine  to  produce  the  wonderful 
harmonies  which  the  instrument  is  capable  of.  The  large  pipes 
represent  the  older  men,  and  the  small  pipes  are  types  of  the 
children  in  the  congregation.  All  must  work  together  to  producie 
the  Christian  harmony  and  fellowship  which  should  exist  in 
every  congregation.  The  organ  bears  this  inscription  on  a 
silver  plate:  “To  the  Glory  of  God.  Presented  to  Salems 
Reformed  Church  by  the  Young  People's  Society.'' 
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The  speaker  also  presented  to  the  church,  the  beautiful 
walnut  pulpit,  inscribed  with  the  Greek  letters  Chi-Rho,  Alpha- 
Omega,  which  signify  : Christ,  the  beginning  and  the  end/' 

The  pulpit  is  the  gift  of  Miss  E.  Jane  Ziegler.  The  Bibles  were 
donated  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  Maberry,  Mrs.  Joseph  Hart- 
man, and  Mrs.  Jerry  Schafer,  and  the  fine  chancel  rugs  by  Mrs. 
Mary  E.  Heilman.  These  gifts  were  accepted  for  the  congre- 
gation by  Rev.  W.  M.  Reilly,  President  of  the  Allentown  Female 
College,  in  a neat  address. 

Rev.  E.  A.  Gernant,  as  the  pastor  of  Zion’s  Reformed 
Church,  brought  the  greetings  and  congratulations  of  his  people, 
to  the  members  of  Salem  congregation  on  this  most  auspicious 
event  in  their  history.  He  then  referred  to  the  beautiful  stained- 
glass  windows,  with  their  appropriate  emblems,  and  presented 
them  to  the  congregation  in  behalf  of  the  kind  donors  : The 
Missionary  Society,  the  Sunday  School,  the  Young  People’s 
Society,  Alvin  W.  Lawfer,  F.  P.  and  Jennie  Lentz,  Solomon 
Boyer  and  family,  D.  H.  Wanamaker  and  family.  Four  of  the 
windows  are  memorials  ; one  in  memory  of  Nathan  Weiler,  one 
by  Jeremiah  Roth,  in  memory  of  Ida  S.,  Oliver  J.,  and  C.  M. 
Roth  ; one  by  James  F.  Hunsicker  and  family,  in  memory  of 
Owen  H.  and  Sarah  Hunsicker;  and  one  in  memory  of  A.  P. 
and  T.  G.  Steckel.  The  window  containing  the  emblem  of  the 
font  was  the  gift  of  the  Building  Committee,  as  a mark  of  re- 
spect and  esteem  in  which  the  pastor  is  held  by  the  members. 
Pastor  Dubbs  then  arose,  and  in  a few  well-chosen  words  ex- 
pressed his  grateful  appreciation  of  these  useful  donations  from 
individuals  and  societies,  and  read  the  service  of  dedication  ac- 
cording to  the  forms  of  the  Church. 
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The  sermon  at  the  morning  service  was  preached  by  Prof. 
Dubbs.  The  benediction  was  pronounced  by  the  Rev.  S.  G. 
Wagner,  D.  D.,  pastor  of  St.  John’s  Reformed  Church  of  the 
city. 

In  the  afternoon  the  service  was  held  with  the  children, 
and  the  attendance  was  very  large.  Brief  addresses  were  de- 
livered by  Revs.  Wagner,  Gernant,  Fritzinger,  Reilly,  of  the  city, 
Dubbs  of  Lancaster,  and  Derr  of  Mifflinburg.  As  a tribute  of  the 
Young  People’s  Society  to  Mr.  Alvin  W.  Lawfer,  for  his  great 
energy  and  helpful  services  in  procuring  the  organ  and  remodel- 
ing the  church,  the  pastor  presented  him  with  a handsome  copy 
of  the  revised  version  of  the  Bible,  which  was  a complete  surprise 
to  him. 

The  evening  service  began  at  7 o’clock,  when  the  Rev. 
C.  Z.  Weiser,  D.  D.,  of  East  Greenville,  delivered  an  eloquent 
sermon  in  the  German  and  English  language.  The  offerings  at 
all  the  services  amounted  to  over  $200. 

We  take  the  liberty  to  quote  from  an  article  in  the 
“ Daily  City  Item,”  which  gives  a very  full  account  of  this 
happy  event.  ”The  interior  of  Salem  Church  is  indeed  hand- 
some and  compares  most  favorably  with  any  other.  The 
stained-glass  windows  were  made  by  Thomas  Aiken  & Co.  of 
Philadelphia,  and  the  wood-work  by  Gay  & Son  of  this  city. 
The  carpet  was  purchased  from  J.  M.  Grimley,  and  the  beautiful 
chairs  inside  the  chancel  from  A.  H.  Andrews  & Co.  of  New 
York.  The  choir  chairs  were  presented  by  the  Young  People’s 
Society,  and  the  consistory  chairs  by  Jacob  Bantz  and  wife. 
The  altar  railing  is  of  solid  walnut,  and  was  put  up  by  Edwin  J. 
Kress.  The  chandeliers  are  from  the  factory  of  Mackey  & Sons 
of  Philadelphia.  The  reading  desk  is  of  walnut,  and  a double 
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revolving  one.  The  altar  is  of  walnut,  and  on  the  edge  are  the 
raised  letters,  “ I am  the  Bread  of  Life.*'  The  frescoing  has 
been  most  beautifully  done  by  Kehrweider  & Co.,  of  Philadelphia. 
The  colors  are  very  attractive  and  blend  together  most  harmoni* 
ously.  The  walls  are  covered  with  panels  of  artistic  shapes 
and  delicate  workmanship.  Inside  of  the  pulpit  niche  are  three 
panels,  blazing  with  the  emblems  of  the  Lamb,  Faith,  Hope  and 
Charity,  and  I.  H.  S.  In  the  dome  of  the  niche  is  the  triangle, 
symbolic  of  the  Holy  Trinity,  and  the  All-Seeing  Eye.  In 
the  vestibule  will  be  placed  stands  for  1 50  umbrellas,  and  as 
each  person  leaves  an  umbrella  on  the  stand,  he  will  receive  a 
check  for  it,  and  upon  presenting  the  check  the  umbrella  will  be 
returned  to  the  owner." 

The  Building  Committee  to  whom  is  due  much  credit  for 
this  artistic  work  was  composed  of  Solomon  Boyer,  Thomas 
Steckel,  Jeremiah  Roth,  James  F.  Hunsicker,  John  W.  Sepp, 
George  J.  Klein,  Conrad  Paff  and  Alvin  W.  Lawfer. 

*'From  its  organization,  about  ten  years  ago,  Salem  Re- 
formed has  been  a phenomenally  successful  congregation. 
While  older  German  congregations  of  this  city  have  been  com- 
pelled to  introduce  English  services  in  the  evening  in  order  to 
retain  the  young  people,  Salem's  services  have  always  been 
held  in  the  German  language,  and  the  majority  of  the  members 
are  comparatively  young  people.  One  reason  for  this  remark- 
able prosperity  is  that  in  the  pastor.  Rev.  Dr.  A.  J.  G.  Dubbs, 
they  have  an  indefatigable  worker,  a man  who  believes  in 
practical  common-sense  Christianity,  and  who  is  very  popular. 
Another  reason  is  that  harmony  prevails  in  the  congregation, 
and  when  work  is  to  be  done  each  member  does  his  share  of  it. 
These  are  some  of  the  reasons  that  may  account  for  the  fact 
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that,  in  a period  of  ten  years,  Salem's  has  developed  into  the 
largest  congregation  in  Allentown." 

Up  to  this  time  the  services  were  held  exclusively  in  the 
German  language,  but  the  alert  pastor  saw  that  if  he  would  re- 
tain the  young  people,  it  was  necessary  for  him  to  begin  English 
services.  This  he  did  with  the  re-dedication  of  the  church. 
There  was  some  quiet  protest  on  the  part  of  a few  older  members 
against  the  innovation,  but  their  great  confidence  in  the  judg- 
ment and  sincerity  of  the  pastor  led  them  to  acquiesce,  and  the 
transition  was  made  with  little  or  no  difficulty.  Since  then,  the 
services  have  been  held  in  German  in  the  morning,  and  in 
English  in  the  evening.  One  argument  the  pastor  used  with 
the  people  for  the  change  was,  that,  if  they  could  sit  and  listen 
all  day  to  court  trials  in  the  English  language,  they  should  be 
willing  to  give  up  one  service  for  the  benefit  of  the  young,  whose 
training  in  the  schools  was  altogether  in  English. 
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CHAPTER  X 
Cfiurclt  5Extcnoion 


HE  steady  increase  in  the  membership,  and  the  constant 


growth  of  the  city’s  population,  were  sufficient  reasons  to 
the  mind  of  the  wide-awake  pastor,  to  call  his  large  flock  to- 
gether, and  discuss  with  them  the  urgent  need  of  planting  one 
or  more  missions  in  different  parts  of  the  city.  Such  a meet- 
‘ ing  was  held  on  April  7th,  1889,  and  it  was  unanimously  agreed 
to  give  permission  to  the  Young  People’s  Society  to  purchase 
and  to  hold  lot  or  lots  for  the  purpose  of  church  extension  in  this 
city.  The  members  of  the  society  with  their  usual  vigor  im- 
mediately took  hold  of  the  matter,  and  on  June  17th,  1889,  they 
purchased  the  fine  lot,  120  x 115  feet,  situated  at  the  North 
East  corner  of  Fifth  and  Allen  streets,  from  the  Ellinger  Real 
Estate  Association  for  the  sum  of  $1602.  This  money  was 
secured  from  the  individual  members,  by  paying  for  the  ground 
at  the  following  rates  : frontage  on  Fifth  street,  1 3. 3 5 per  foot ; 
on  Allen  street,  proper  foot;  on  the  East  side,  per  foot; 
and  on  the  North  side,  per  foot. 

It  was  the  intention  of  the  congregation,  at  that  time, 
within  a few  years  to  erect  a Dubbs  Memorial  Church,  on  this 
lot,  but  its  later  actions  will  explain  why  this  noble  project  has 
not  yet  been  carried  out.  The  deed  is  still  held,  in  trust,  by 
Isaac  Paff  for  the  Young  People’s  Society. 

At  the  request  of  the  Consistory,  and  by  the  sanction  of 
the  congregation,  the  Young  People’s  Society  purchased  another 
lot,  100  X 94  feet,  at  the  South  East  corner  of  Ninth  and  Liberty 
streets,  from  Mrs.  Deborah  Edleman,  for  $2^20,  on  August  3rd, 
1892,  whereon  to  erect  a church.  This  lot  was  held  for  two 
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years,  by  Alvin  W.  Lawfer,  as  trustee,  and  then  sold  to  the 
Seibert  Evangelical  Church  for  5 3250,  and  the  amount  applied 
towards  the  purchase  of  additional  ground  on  the  East  side  of 
the  church.  Why  this  was  done,  will  appear  later  on  in  the 
history. 
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CHAPTER  XI 
^tt  ^sslst^nt  Pastor 


T the  annual  meeting  of  the  congregation,  held  January  ist, 


1890,  the  pastor  made  a touching  address  to  the  members. 
He  told  them  of  his  failing  strength  and  increasing  labors.  In 
view  of  these  facts,  he  did  not  feel  able  any  longer  to  fulfil  the 
duties  resting  upon  him,  but  thought  the  time  had  come  for  him 
to  resign.  Having  served  the  congregation  from  its  beginning, 
with  heroic  fidelity,  for  a period  of  fifteen  years,  it  is  no  wonder 
that  the  members  took  prompt  action,  ordering  a special  meet- 
ing of  the  congregation,  at  an  early  day,  to  secure  permission  so 
that  the  pastor  might  be  in  a position  to  select  his  own  assistant. 
We  glean  from  the  records  that  Mr.  George  W.  Richards,  a 
student  in  the  Theological  Seminary  at  Lancaster,  spent  the 
Sunday  of  December  22nd,  1889,  with  the  pastor,  and  from  the 
glowing  tribute  paid  him  in  the  action  of  the  congregation,  we 
infer  that  he  made  a fine  impression  upon  the  people.  The 
large  and  cordial  gathering  on  January  19th,  1890,  must  have 
been  a source  of  great  joy  to  the  pastor^s  heart,  and  the  unani- 
mous adoption  of  the  following  action  settled  for  the  time  being 
the  question  of  his  withdrawal  from  the  charge.  This  was  the 
action  taken  : 

Whereas,  It  has  been  apparent  to  the  members  of  this 
congregation  for  some  time  that  the  duties  of  our  pastor  have  far 
exceeded  his  physical  abilities,  and,  • 

Whereas,  The  congregation  has  heard,  with  the  deepest 
regret  and  sorrow,  of  the  desired  retirement  of  our  pastor  on  ac- 
count of  failing  strength,  and. 
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Whereas,  This  congregation  will  under  no  circumstances 
entertain  a change  of  pastors,  but  are  unanimous  in  offering  any 
and  all  relief  that  their  esteemed  pastor  may  need  and  desire, 
and. 

Whereas,  George  W.  Richards,  now  a student  at  the 
Seminary  in  Lancaster,  appears  to  be  the  unanimous  choice  of 
this  congregation,  therefore  be  it. 

Resolved,  That  this  congregation  authorizes  and  em- 
powers the  Rev.  A.  J.  G.  Dubbs,  D.  D.,to  appoint  George  W. 
Richards  as  his  assistant  to  aid  him  in  the  performance  of  his 
pastoral  duties.** 

This  was  a great  relief  to  the  heart  of  the  devoted  pastor, 
for  at  the  evening  service,  he  made  public  acknowledgement  of 
his  gratitude  to  the  members  for  their  great  kindness.  Mr. 
Richards  was  promptly  notified  of  his  appointment  by  the  pastor, 
and  he  made  this  fitting  reply  : 

Lancaster,  Pa.,  February  5th,  1890. 

Rev.  A.  J.  G.  Dubbs,  D.  D.,  and  Members  of  Salem 
Reformed  Church, 

Brethren : 

Your  resolution  authorizing  your  venerable  pastor  to  ap- 
point me  as  his  assistant  in  the  performance  of  his  pastoral 
duties  is  before  me.  Your  pastor  has  seen  fit  to  act  in  accord- 
ance with  your  resolution  and  now  it  becomes  my  duty  to  give 
answer. 

After  prayerful  consideration  of  your  call,  I have  come 
to  the  conclusion,  believing  that  every  true  congregation  of  the 
Christian  Church  is  animated  by  the  Holy  Spirit  and  that  a 
unanimous  decision  and  call  from  such  a body  is  the  voice  of 
God  through  human  instrumentalities,  I regard  your  call  as  a 


50 


Salem  CnimcH  History 


divine  call  to  the  service  of  Jesus  Christ  and  His  kingdom  in 
your  midst.  In  harmony  with  that  voice  are  the  wishes  of 
parents,  the  recommendations  of  my  worthy  professors  and 
many  friends,  no  less  than  my  own  willingness  to  abide  with 
you.  In  fact  all  circumstances  have  pointed  me  to  your  midst. 
Thus  believing  it  to  be  the  will  of  God  who  in  His  Allwise 
Providence  directs  all  things  for  His  glory,  I accept  the  reso- 
lution passed  and  the  call  of  your  pastor.  Dr.  Dubbs. 

For  your  confidence  in  me  and  your  appreciation  of  my 
services  hitherto,  1 thank  you  most  heartily,  hoping  that  all  was 
a happy  beginning  of  a glorious  end  in  Christ  Jesus. 

1 am  yours  in  Christ, 

GEORGE  W.  RICHARDS. 

After  his  graduation,  Mr.  Richards  was  licensed  to  preach 
the  Gospel  by  the  Classis  of  Lehigh,  which  met  in  Bensalem 
Church,  Carbon  County,  on  May  13th,  1890.  Revs.  A.  J.  G. 
Dubbs,  D.  D.,  W.  M.  Reily,  Ph.  D.  and  M.  H.  Dieffenderfer, 
were  appointed  a Committee  to  ordain  and  install  the  young 
pastor.  This  they  did  at  a service  held  on  May  i8th,  1890,  in 
the  presence  of  a large  congregation.  Rev.  Dr.  W.  M.  Reily, 
President  of  the  Allentown  Female  College,  preached  the  ordi- 
nation sermon,  his  text  being.  Acts  9:33:  “Thou  hast  well 
done  that  thou  art  come.  Now,  therefore,  are  we  all  here 
present  before  God,  to  hear  all  the  things  that  are  commanded 
thee  of  God.“  Rev.  M.  H.  Dieffenderfer  conducted  the  ordi- 
nation service.  After  a few  complimentary  remarks  to  Rev. 
Richards  and  the  people,  the  pastor  duly  installed  him  as  his 
assistant.  His  classmate.  Rev.  A.  Lobach,  of  Ruchsville,  took 
part  in  the  service.  The  altar  and  pulpit  were  beautifully 
adorned  with  ferns,  giving  the  church  a handsome  appearance. 


REV.  GEO.  W.  RICHARDS. 
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In  the  audience  were  the  parents  of  the  assistant  pastor,  Dr.  and 
Mrs.  Milton  S.  Richards  of  Rothrocksville,  Pa. 

At  the  evening  service  Rev.  Raymond  E.  Butz,  a class- 
mate, was  present,  at  which  time  Rev.  Mr.  Richards  preached 
his  introductory  sermon.  He  selected  a very  appropriate  text, 
I Kings  19:19  : **  And  Elijah  passed  by  him  and  cast  his  mantle 
upon  him.*'  He  said  in  part : Elijah  had  done  a great  work, 

and  towards  the  close  of  his  life  he  felt  the  need  of  a servant 
and  helper  in  his  work.  Then  by  divine  admonition  he  goes  in 
search  of  the  man  whom  God  had  chosen.  He  finds  him  to  be 
Elisha,  the  son  of  Shaphat,  who  was  plowing  in  the  field  of  his 
father.  Passing  by,  Elijah  went  in  and  cast  his  mantle  upon 
Elisha.  In  all  ages  the  same  God  calls,  the  same  mantle  is  cast, 
and  the  same  unswerving  devotion  to  the  work  required.  This 
act  has  been  repeated  before  you  to-day.  You  have  cast  the 
mantle  of  God,  and  it  is  my  prayer  that  it  has  fallen  upon  the 
shoulders  of  an  Elisha.  When  a man  begins  a work  it  is  well 
to  have  a good  conception  of  the  work  before  him,  the  means  at 
hand,  and  the  end  for  which  we  strive."  In  the  unfolding  of 
these  thoughts  he  spoke  of  the  noble  growth,  the  great  influence, 
and  the  splendid  prospects  of  the  congregation,  and  in  closing 
he  made  this  eloquent  reference  to  the  pastor : **  And  now  may 
the  labors  that  devolved  on  you,  most  venerable  pastor  of  this 
people,  be  lightened  by  my  aid.  The  temple  that  you  have 
reared  is  a blessing  to  many  people.  The  marks  of  the  conflict 
are  not  unseen.  Whitening  frosts  of  many  winters  appear. 
You  look  back  upon  a work  well-done,  with  the  assurance  of  a 
heavenly  reward.  I look  forward  upon  a work  to  be  performed, 
with  the  hope  of  success  in  Christ  Jesus.  You  can  join  with 
Paul  in  saying,  ‘ I have  fought  a good  fight,  I have  finished  my 
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course,  henceforth  there  is  laid  up  for  me  a crown  of  righteous- 
ness which  the  Lord,  the  righteous  Judge,  shall  give  me  at  that 
day.’  May  that  voice  that  has  proclaimed  the  gospel  of  Christ 
in  tones  that  are  music  to  every  ear  be  heard  for  years  to  come. 
May  that  reverend  form  grace  this  chancel  for  many  a Sabbath, 
and  when  the  glorious  hope  which  all  Christians  have  shall  be 
realized,  and  the  hand  on  the  dial  plate  of  time  have  run  its 
course,  may  it  be  God’s  will  that  we  as  a people  may  behold 
Elijah  drive  on  the  chariot  of  God  to  thatpeace  which  the  world 
cannot  give.  Amen.” 

During  the  week  following  these  impressive  services.  Rev. 
Mr.  Richards,  in  company  with  Rev.  Raymond  W.  Butz,  set 
sail  for  Europe,  where  they  spent  the  summer  months.  He  did 
not  begin  his  active  labors  until  in  September.  His  coming  gave 
the  congregation  a new  impetus,  and  there  was  rapid  growth  on 
every  side.  Especially  did  the  Sunday  School  feel  the  presence 
of  his  young  life  and  vigor,  so  that  there  was  not  sufficient  room 
to  insure  the  health  and  comfort  of  the  teachers  and  scholars. 
Alas ! in  the  meantime  the  towering  form  of  the  aged  pastor 
was  succumbing  to  disease,  and  he  became  anxious  to  retire 
from  the  active  pastorate  in  order  that  he  might  enjoy  a brief 
respite  from  the  toils  and  cares  of  life. 


Resignation  of  Pastor  Dubbs 


65 


CHAPTER  XII 

ol  faster  Hublss 

OUCH  was  the  strong  bond  of  affection  between  the  pastor 
^ and  people  of  Salem,  that  his  frequent  offers  to  resign  were 
always  met  with  a stout  resistance.  Up  to  this  time  he  could 
not  withstand  the  sincere  pleadings  of  a host  of  friends,  but  now 
he  can  no  longer  respond  to  his,  or  their  wishes  in  this  matter. 
He  must  yield  to  the  inevitable,  and  offer  his  resignation,  with 
great  reluctance,  which  reads  as  follows  : 

To  the  Consistory  of  Salernos  Reformed  Church,  of  Allen- 
town, Pa., 

Dear  Brethren : 

It  is  now  almost  sixteen  years  since  the  commencement 
of  my  pastoral  connection  with  Salernos  Reformed  Church  of 
Allentown.  During  this  time  the  congregation  has  grown  in 
numbers,  earnestness  and  liberality ; the  Sunday  School  has 
been  continually  blessed  by  a large  attendance ; the  Young 
People's  Society  has  become  a power,  and  has  made  itself  felt 
by  its  work  in  providing  for  the  poor  and  needy,  improving  the 
church-edifice  and  in  its  work  towards  church  extension,  besides 
the  spiritual  and  mental  improvement  of  its  members  ; the  Mite 
Society,  which  did  a noble  work  towards  liquidating  the  former 
debt,  has  been  turned  into  a Missionary  Society,  which  is  making 
itself  felt  both  in  home  and  foreign  work  ; the  Sewing  Circle,  in 
a quiet  way,  has  established  for  itself  a record  which  is  worthy 
of  praise  ; the  Mission  Band,  though  of  recent  origin,  is  worthy 
of  notice ; the  able  assistant  pastor.  Rev.  G.  W.  Richards,  is 
giving  perfect  satisfaction,  and  has  proven  himself  sufficiently 
capable  of  filling  the  position  of  pastor,  and  1 doubt  not,  under 
his  pastorate  peace  and  harmony  will  continue  to  prevail ; the 
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relation  between  pastor  and  congregation  has  always  been  of  a 
most  pleasant  character.  For  these  and  many  other  reasons  it 
would  be  agreeable  to  continue  my  connection  with  the  congre- 
gation longer,  but  my  former  strength  has,  in  part,  left  me,  and 
the  state  of  my  health  is  such  that  I feel  it  but  just  to  retire 
from  the  active  duties  of  the  ministry. 

Thanking  the  congregation  to  whom  1 have  ministered, 
for  their  kind,  unswerving  support,  and  praying  for  its  continued 
prosperity,  I desire  you  to  accept  my  resignation  as  pastor  of 
Salem's  Reformed  Church,  to  take  effect  April  ist,  1892,  and 
join  me  in  petitioning  Classis  to  dissolve  the  pastoral  relations 
existing  between  me  and  the  congregation. 

Fraternally  Yours, 

A.  J.  G.  DUBBS. 

Allentown,  Pa.,  January  31st,  1892. 

The  Consistory  realized  that  there  was  no  appeal  from 
this  ultimatum.  He  had  written  his  last  official  message  to 
them,  and  with  deep  regret,  they  must  accede  to  his  request. 
There  was  perfect  harmony  between  the  pastor  and  his  assistant, 
he  was  at  peace  with  all  men,  and  the  work  in  his  charge  was 
in  a flourishing  condition.  Who  would  not  crave  to  lay  down 
the  armor  in  the  midst  of  such  surroundings  ? It  was  his  heart's 
desire  to  cease  his  pastoral  labors,  and  to  go  in  and  out  among 
his  people  as  one  of  their  humble  worshippers,  and  hence  he 
declined  all  overtures  from  the  congregation  to  retain  him  as 
pastor,  or  to  honor  him  with  the  title  of  “ Pastor  Emeritus." 

On  March  2nd,  the  Consistory  met  with  the  assistant 
pastor  in  the  chair.  They  had  assembled  to  frame  some  suit- 
able tribute  of  esteem  for  their  dear  pastor.  The  members  vied 
with  each  other  in  their  cordial  expressions  of  love  and  respect, 
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and  as  a result* of  their  deliberation,  we  find  the  adoption  of  the 
following  preamble  and  resolutions  : 

Whereas,  By  the  grace  of  God  our  beloved  pastor.  Rev. 
A.  J.  G.  Dubbs,  D.  D.,  has  served  as  a minister  of  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ  for  forty  years,  and  for  sixteen  years  as  the  pastor 
of  our  congregation,  and. 

Whereas,  He  now  finds  his  physical  powers  no  longer 
warrant  his  continuance  in  the  active  duties  of  the  ministry,  and 

Whereas,  He  has  thrice  asked  to  be  relieved  of  his 
pastoral  duties,  and  now  in  spite  of  the  unanimous  wishes  of  the 
congregation  insists  on  relief,  be  it, 

Resolved,  That  we,  the  Consistory  of  Salernos  Reformed 
congregation,  do  reluctantly  endorse  his  resignation,  be  it, 

Resolved,  That  we  unite  with  the  congregation  in  a 
prayer  of  thanksgiving  to  the  Almighty  God,  who  has  guided  us 
to  the  choice  of  our  pastor,  and  has  beyond  all  expectations, 
blessed  his  labors  amongst  us.  Be  it  further. 

Resolved,  That  we  express  our  sincere  thanks  for  his 
self-sacrificing  labors  in  behalf  of  the  congregation  ; 

Resolved,  That  we  feel  his  loss  in  our  consistorial  meet- 
ings where  his  ripe  experience  and  prudent  counsel  were  of 
inestimable  value  in  the  government  of  the  congregation  ; 

Resolved,  That  we  pray  Him  who  is  the  Father  of  Life, 
that  the  remainder  of  the  days  allotted  to  our  pastor,  may  be 
spent  in  peace,  and  when  in  His  providence  the  hour  comes  to 
depart  life  he  may  receive  the  crown  of  righteousness  which  the 
Lord,  the  righteous  Judge,  shall  give  at  that  day  ; 
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Resolved,  That  these  resolutions  be  properly  engrossed, 
and  framed,  and  presented  to  our  pastor  as  a memento  of  his 
people  and  their  prayers. 

GEORGE  W.  RICHARDS. 


ELDERS. 

James  F.  Hunsicker, 
A.  W.  DeLong. 


Assistant  Pastor. 
DEACONS. 

George  J.  Klein, 
J.  M.  Grimley, 
E.  O.  Schaffer, 
E.  H.  Huffort, 

B.  K.  Hamm, 

H.  E.  Mullen, 
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CHAPTER  Xm 

Stlectiott  of  o Successor 

IT  APPILY,  when  the  time  came  to  elect  a worthy  successor 
to  Dr.  Dubbs,  there  were  no  rival  candidates  in  the  field 
to  distract  the  people  and  to  breed  discord  in  the  congregation. 
By  his  two  years  of  service,  the  assistant  had  proven  himself 
an  able  and  efficient  minister  of  the  Word,  so  that  the  retiring 
pastor  could  heartily  recommend  him  as  his  successor  to  the 
people  in  his  resignation.  The  Consistory  met  on  February 
27th,  1892,  in  the  office  of  Hecker  & DeLong,  with  the  pastor  in 
the  chair  who  led  in  prayer.  The  business  claiming  the  attention 
of  the  Consistory  was  the  nomination  of  a pastor.  We  find  the 
following  preamble  and  resolutions  on  record  : 

Whereas,  The  Rev.  Dr.  A.  J.  G.  Dubbs,  has  presented 
his  resignation  as  pastor  of  Salem  Reformed  congregation  to 
take  effect  on  April  ist,  1892,  and. 

Whereas,  The  Consistory  of  said  congregation  has  ac- 
ceded to  his  wishes  and  accepted  the  same,  thereby  leaving  the 
congregation  without  a regular  pastor,  by  that  time,  and. 

Whereas,  Our  well-beloved  assistant  pastor.  Rev.  George 
W.  Richards,  has  shown  himself  a very  promising  and  able 
preacher,  and  would  therefore  be  considered  worthy  of  promotion 
to  succeed  to  the  high  position  of  our  retiring  pastor,  therefore, 
be  it. 

Resolved,  That  we,  the  Consistory,  hereby  confirm  the 
endorsement  of  Rev.  Dr.  A.  J.  G.  Dubbs  in  recommending  as 
his  successor.  Rev.  George  W.  Richards,  and  that  we  further 
direct  that  an  election  be  held  on  Tuesday,  March  15th,  1892, 
between  the  hours  of  3 and  8 P.  M.,  in  the  lecture-room  of  the 
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church  for  the  purpose  of  choosing  a pastor,  in  his  place,  and  be 
it  further. 

Resolved,  That  we  present  the  name  of  Rev.  George  W. 
Richards  to  the  congregation  for  election,  he  being  the  unanimous 
choice  of  the  Consistory.’’ 

Agreeably  to  this  action  an  election  for  pastor  was  held 
at  the  time  specified,  and  all  the  591  votes  were  cast  in  favor  of 
Rev.  George  W.  Richards.  What  a great  relief  it  must  have 
been  to  the  pastor  on  the  day  his  resignation  went  into  effect  to 
know  that  his  mantle  had  fallen  on  one  who  would  carry  forward 
with  fidelity  the  work  which  he  had  so  well-begun  ! 

On  April  loth,  1892,  the  installation  service  was  held, 
the  members  of  the  Committee  being  Revs.  A.  J.  G.  Dubbs, 
D.  D.,  M.  H.  Dieffenderfer  and  W.  R.  Hofford,  D.  D.,  the  latter 
was  absent.  The  sermon  was  preached  from  II  Timothy  4:2, 
by  the  Rev.  M.  H.  Dieffenderfer.  Rev.  Dr.  Dubbs  had  charge 
of  the  installation,  and  gave  a thrilling  address  of  exhortation  to 
the  people.  Before  the  audience  was  dismissed.  Resolutions  of 
Respect,  beautifully  engrossed  and  framed,  were  presented  to 
the  retiring  pastor,  by  the  Consistory,  as  a token  of  their  love 
and  esteem.  Since  his  death,  this  tribute  of  esteem  adorns  the 
chapel  walls.  In  the  private  record  of  Rev.  George  W.  Richards 
occurs  a brief  account  of  his  installation,  with  this  earnest 
prayer : “May  God  give  me  spiritual  power  to  fill  the  sacred 
office  to  which  I am  called.  To  Him  be  all  honor  and  glory  in 
Christ’s  name.  Amen.” 
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CPIAPTER  XIV 
n Crisis 

'T'HE  change  of  pastors  had  no  material  effect  upon  the  growth 
of  the  congregation.  Dr.  Dubbs  was  still  a silent  power 
in  the  hearts  of  the  members,  and  the  young  minister  grew  in 
favor  with  the  people.  He  saw  the  work  of  the  Lord  prosper 
in  his  hands,  and  the  membership,  especially  in  the  Sunday 
School,  increased  so  rapidly  that  the  room  was  too  small  for  the 
crowds  who  came  to  be  fed  with  the  Bread  of  Life.  Necessity 
was  laid  upon  the  congregation  to  do  something.  What  could 
be  done  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  hour  ? A meeting  of  the  con- 
gregation was  held  on  March  12th,  1893.  There  was  a strong 
sentiment  in  favor  of  building  a church  on  the  lot  at  Ninth  and 
Liberty  streets,  providing  the  funds  could  be  raised  for  this  pur- 
pose. A vote  was  taken  on  the  question,  **  Shall  the  congre- 
gation build  or  not  ? ” and  the  result  was  76  for,  and  44  against 
the  project.  The  majority  being  in  favor,  immediate  steps  were 
taken  to  solicit  names  and  subscriptions  for  the  establishing  of 
a Mission,  and  at  a meeting  held  April  19th,  a petition  was  pre- 
sented with  about  100  signers,  praying  for  the  organization  of  a 
new  congregation.  There  was  every  indication  for  the  speedy 
solution  of  the  vexed  problem,  when,  lo,  by  a sudden  change  of 
sentiment,  a motion,  to  reconsider  the  action  sanctioning  the 
building  of  a new  church,  was  carried  by  252  for,  and  4 against 
it.  It  was  then  unanimously  agreed  to  appoint  a Committee  of 
nine  who  should  consider  the  best  interests  of  the  church,  and, 
if  necessary,  consult  a competent  architect,  to  provide  ample 
room  for  the  congregation  and  school,  and  offer  a report  at  an 
early  day,  to  the  congregation  for  their  adoption  or  rejection. 
The  members  of  the  Committee  were  : Jeremiah  Roth,  William 
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B.  Schaffer,  D.  Frank  Knerr,  Alvin  W.  Lawfer,  John  W.  Sepp, 
Dr.  C.  D.  Schaffer,  J.  M.  Grimley,  Edwin  H.  Huffert  and  Isaac 
Paff.  This  Committee  carefully  studied  the  situation,  and  on 
May  25th,  reported  that  in  their  judgment,  the  best  interests  of 
the  congregation  would  be  subserved  by  the  erection  of  a more 
spacious  building  and  by  the  purchase  of  all  the  properties.  East 
of  the  church  to  Church  street.  On  May  28th,  at  both  services 
the  people  voted,  and  the  result  was  in  favor  of  the  recommend- 
ation of  the  Committee.  In  due  time  the  ground  was  purchased 
for  10, 100,  and  the  plans  were  drawn  for  the  erection  of  the 
large  and  commodious  chapel.  It  is  evident  from  the  tenor  of 
the  several  meetings,  that  the  members  were  not  hasty  in  their 
action  in  thus  meeting  a critical  moment  in  their  congregational 
history,  and  we  believe  that  the  course  pursued  was  wise,  and 
will  help  them  to  solve  the  problem  of  their  duty  to  God  and 
souls  in  the  spread  of  the  Gospel  in  this  city. 
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HE  chapel  stands  on  ground  formerly  owned  by  Zachariah 


Hoats,  Charles  Nonnemacher,  John  Lentz  and  Alexander 
J.  Zellner.  The  sum  paid  for  these  four  properties  was  $ lo,  lOO. 
Fully  one  year  elapsed  before  any  active  operations  were  begun 
on  the  building,  but  in  the  mean  time  the  members  were  busy 
in  devising  plans  how  to  raise  the  needful  funds.  Frequent 
meetings  were  held  during  the  year,  but  no  definite  action  was 
taken  until  January  17th,  1894,  when  it  was  decided  to  divide 
the  congregation  into  districts,  and  appoint  collectors,  to  solicit 
subscriptions  from  the  members.  The  following  is  a copy  of 
the  pledge  card : 

SALEM  REFORMED  CHURCH  BUILDING  PLEDGE 

I promise  to  pay  toward  a lot  and  the  erection  of  a Sun- 
day School  Building,  at  the  corner  of  Church  and  Chew  streets, 

Allentown,  Pa.,  the  sum  of  $ , one  third  payable  March 

20th,  1894,  and  one  third  September  ist,  1894,  and  the  balance 
April  ist,  1895. 

Quite  a large  sum  was  secured  by  the  time  of  the  corner- 
stone laying,  which  event  did  not  take  place,  on  account  of  un- 
avoidable delays,  until  August  19th,  1894,  in  the  presence  of  a 
large  concourse  of  people.  The  services  began  at  10  A.  M. 
with  an  anthem  by  the  choir,  entitled,  “Praise  the  Lord.^' 
The  pastor  read  Psalm  98,  and  after  the  usual  devotional 
services,  the  Rev.  C.  E.  Creitz  of  Weissport  delivered  an  edify- 
ing sermon  from  the  text.  Psalm  34:12.  Rev.  Dr.  A.  J.  G. 
Dubbs  made  an  address  in  German.  His  remarks  were  wholly 
reminiscent  in  character.  He  spoke  of  the  past,  and  of  the  early 
trials  and  labors  of  the  church,  and  paid  an  affectionate  tribute 
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to  the  memories  of  those  who  had  gone  before  into  the  better 
world. 

At  2 P.  M.  the  Sunday  School  met  in  the  church.  Its 
enrollment  at  this  time  was  1438.  The  fine  anthem,  **  Great 
and  marvellous  are  Thy  works,”  was  sung  by  the  combined 
voices  of  the  choir  and  the  Arion  Glee  Club.  The  pastor  in- 
voked the  divine  blessing,  and  Dr.  Dubbs  read  Psalm  96,  and 
Rev.  S.  U.  Mitman  of  Trinity  Reformed  Church,  led  in  prayer. 
The  superintendent,  William  B.  Schaffer,  and  his  assistants, 
then  placed  the  corner-stone  in  position,  and  the  formal  services 
were  read  by  the  pastor  and  the  ex-pastor.  The  following 
articles  were  deposited  in  a copper  box,  18  inches  long,  4 inches 
wide,  and  4 inches  high,  and  placed  in  the  stone : The  Holy 
Bible,  Heidelberg  Catechism,  Deutsches  Reformirtes  Gesang- 
buch,  Eine  Deutsche  Liturgie,  Forms  and  Hymns  of  the  Church, 
Der  Reformirte  Hausfreund,  Reformed  Church  Messenger, 
Companion  of  Praise,  Programme  for  German  and  English 
services,  Silver  Trade  Dollar,  Sketch  of  the  Sunday  School, 
List  of  all  the  officers,  teachers  and  scholars  of  the  Sunday 
School,  Box  of  Miss  Mary  E.  Emery,  the  teacher  of  Class  No. 
II.  Miss  Emery  had  in  her  possession  a collection  box  which 
she  was  filling  at  the  time  of  her  death.  This  box  with  its 
contents  was  placed  in  the  stone. 

After  these  ceremonies,  the  superintendent  read  a very 
interesting  account  of  the  beginning  and  growth  of  the  Sunday 
School.  The  choir  then  sang  the  ‘‘Gloria”  from  Mozart^s 
Twelfth  Mass.  Brief  addresses  were  made  by  Rev.  S.  U. 
Mitman,  M.  H.  Dieffenderfer,  J.  A.  Singmaster,  Dr.  Dubbs  and 
T.  J.  Hacker,  of  the  city ; T.  R.  Dietz  of  Shippensburg,  and 
George  O.  Stem  of  Littlestown.  The  collection  amounted  to 
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^157.  The  benediction  was  pronounced  by  Rev.  T.  J.  Hacker 
of  Zion's  Reformed  Church. 

Building  Committee  : Hon.  Jeremiah  Roth,  William  B. 
Schaffer,  John  N.  Kline,  Edwin  Kincaid  and  Prof.  Harrison  E. 
Ruhe.  Architect,  Thomas  R.  Lonsdale,  of  Philadelphia.  Con- 
tractors, William  Gangaware  and  Israel  Lehr  & Son  of  this  city. 

The  dimensions  of  the  chapel  are  67  x 106  feet.  The 
building  stands  ten  feet  back  from  the  building  line  on  Chew 
street,  three  feet  from  the  north  line  of  the  property,  and  almost 
flush  with  Church  street.  It  is  one  story  high  with  a balcony. 
It  is  built  of  fine  brick,  with  brown  stone  base  and  trimmings. 
On  the  front  gable  on  Chew  street  is  an  ornamental  tablet  with 
this  inscription  in  bold  letters,  SALEMS  SUNDAY  SCHOOL 
REFORMIRTE  KIRCKE.  There  was  no  attempt  made  to  erect 
an  imposing  structure,  architecturally,  but  rather  a plain,  simple 
building  for  the  Sunday  School.  The  eye  cannot  help  but  see 
the  evident  design  of  the  architect  and  the  Building  Committee. 
As  is  usual,  in  buildings  of  such  vast  proportions,  there  are  some 
minor  defects,  but  these  do  not  mar  its  beauty,  nor  destroy  its 
utility. 

There  are  four  vestibules,  one  at  each  corner,  leading  to 
the  main  floor,  and  as  many  stairways,  leading  to  the  balcony. 
The  seating  capacity  is  about  1800,  although  by  actual  count, 
2081  were  present  at  the  Christmas  services  in  1899.  Perhaps 
the  reader  can  obtain  a better  idea  of  the  interior  of  the  chapel 
by  a careful  study  of  the  views  as  given  in  this  history.  The 
first  floor  is  occupied  by  the  smaller  classes,  the  Junior  Bible 
Classes  and  the  German  Bible  Class.  In  the  balcony,  the  four 
Bible  Classes  have  separate  apartments.  The  toilet  rooms  are 
in  the  basement. 
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The  windows  are  of  neat  design,  and  add  much  to  the 
beauty  of  the  building.  The  most  conspicuous  is  the  centre 
window  on  the  East  side,  over  the  platform,  and  represents 
Christ  teaching  little  children.  This  is  a work  of  Art.  It  is  in 
loving  memory  of  Miss  Mary  E.  Emery  by  her  mother,  Mrs. 
Kate  Balliet,  and  is  a silent  teacher  to  the  young  who  meet  from 
time  to  time  in  the  chapel. 

On  the  East  side,  the  lower  windows  bear  the  names  of 
their  kind  donors : J.  M.  Grimley  and  family,  William  H. 
Albright  and  family,  Solomon  Boyer  and  wife,  Jacob  Lawfer  and 
family,  in  memory  of  their  parents.  The  upper  windows  are 
in  honor  of  Rev.  A.  J.  G.  Dubbs,  D.  D.,  in  memory  of  Maria 
S.  Dubbs,  Mary  E.  Emery,  Abiel  H.  Heilman,  Hannah  Roth,  and 
of  her  husband  by  Mrs.  R.  Newhard.  On  the  North  side,  the 
lower  windows  were  donated  by  the  Sunday  School  Classes, 
Nos.  2,  3,  7,  8,  15  and  16;  Class  No.  23,  Sallie  J.  Boyer, 
teacher,  and  Class  No.  35,  C.  Frank  Stabler,  teacher ; John  S. 
Yeager  and  wife,  and  Class  No.  19,  Charles  W.  Haas,  teacher. 
The  upper  windows  are  in  memory  of  her  mother,  Judith  Kline, 
by  Charles  B.  Haas  and  wife;  in  memory  of  George  J.  Klein; 
and  the  others  are  the  gifts  of  Class  No.  39,  Alvin  W.  Lawfer, 
teacher;  Mrs.  Julia  Gangaware;  and  Harvey  H.  Diehl  and  wife. 
On  the  West  side,  the  lower  windows  were  donated  by  A.  P. 
Peters;  the  German  Bible  Class;  Mrs.  Maria  Weiler  and  daughter 
Jane;  Allen,  Edna  and  Stanley  Boyer;  and  Mrs.  Dr.  C.  D. 
Schaffer.  The  upper  windows  by  Class  No.  40,  B.  Frank  Mohr, 
teacher ; Class  No.  18,  Lovereen  S.  Clewell  and  Eddie  Lawfer ; 
Mrs.  Alice  J.  Groner,  in  memory  of  her  parents  ; in  memory  of 
Abraham  Gangaware  by  his  son ; James  D.  Newhard  and 
family  ; John  F.  Weiler  and  family  ; M.  J.  Stephens  and  wife; 
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and  J.  Francis  Hinkle  and  family.  On  the  South  side,  the 
lower  windows  were  donated  by  the  Mission  Band,  and  the  Infant 
School;  and  the  upper  windows  by  the  English  Bible  Class; 
Daniel  Geiser,  wife  and  children,  Hannah,  Emma  and  Mary  ; 
George  Henritzy  and  family ; W.  H.  Harper  and  wife;  and  A. 
J.  Lohrman  and  wife.  There  is  also  a large  centre  skylight  in 
the  ceiling,  which  furnishes  a good  light  by  day  time.  In  the 
night  time  the  building  is  illuminated  with  many  electroliers 
which  were  donated  by  friends  through  the  efforts  of  Hon. 
Jeremiah  Roth.  The  heating  is  by  steam.  The  chairs  were 
purchased  by  the  members,  who  received  a handsome  certificate 
upon  receipt  of  one  dollar  towards  the  chair-fund.  The  cozy 
chairs  for  the  infant  department  were  donated  by  Mrs.  Dr.  J. 
C.  Wagner.  The  pulpit  and  chairs  on  the  platform  are  the  gift 
of  Butz  & Frederick.  The  original  cost  of  the  chapel,  including 
all  the  furnishings,  is  about  S 35,000. 
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CHAPTER  XVI 
30^5lcntlon  ol 

OEING  the  largest  audience-room  in  the  Lehigh  Valley,  the 
^ dedication  of  the  chapel  was  an  event  of  public  interest. 
The  sky  was  no  brighter,  nor  the  sun  more  genial  on  February 
24th,  1895,  than  were  the  hearts  and  faces  of  the  Sunday  School 
members  when  they  took  possession  of  their  magnificent  new 
home.  The  seating  capacity  of  the  chapel  was  taxed  to  its 
utmost,  and  all  present  sang  praises  unto  God  for  this  new  token 
of  His  loving  favor. 

The  services  began  at  10  A.  M.  with  the  choir-anthem, 
''Jubilate  Deo,’'  and  the  invocation  by  the  pastor,  after  which 
the  superintendent  had  charge  of  the  services  up  to  the  act  of 
dedication  in  the  afternoon.  Rev.  J.  H.  Dubbs,  D.  D.,  pro- 
fessor in  Franklin  and  Marshall  College,  at  Lancaster,  was  the 
preacher  in  the  morning.  His  text  was,  St.  Matthew  18:3. 
The  discourse  was  a most  able  one,  and  was  listened  to  with 
rapt  attention.  Humility  and  confidence  in  God,  even  as  a child 
has  confidence  and  trust  in  its  parents,  were  the  germinal  ideas 
in  his  sermon.  The  benediction  was  pronounced  by  the  Rev. 
N.  Z.  Snyder  of  South  Bethlehem. 

At  the  afternoon  service,  the  Sunday  School  choir  sang 
the  opening  anthem,  " O,  Praise  the  Lord,”  accompanied  by 
the  orchestra,  composed  of  the  following  persons  : First  Violins, 
H.  Butz,  Gus  Kluenter  and  Frank  Troxell ; Second  Violin,  Nelson 
Butz ; Cornet,  Howard  Schlouch ; Trombone,  Al.  Walter; 
Flute,  Harry  Click ; Clarionet,  Ed.  Martin ; Bass,  W.  C. 
Reppert. 

The  speakers  were  Rev.  Rufus  W.  Miller,  Secretary  of 
the  Sunday  School  Board  and  Rev.  Charles  E.  Schaffer  of 
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Macungie.  The  addresses  of  both  these  earnest  workers  in  the 
cause  of  Christ  were  able  and  eloquent.  The  impressive  cere- 
monies of  dedication  then  took  place.  In  a few  well-chosen 
remarks  the  architect,  Thomas  P.  Lonsdale,  delivered  the  keys 
of  the  building  to  the  superintendent,  W.  B.  Schaffer.  He  paid 
a high  compliment  to  the  Building  Committee  for  their  efficient 
aid.  The  choir  sang,  ‘‘The  Lord  is  my  Shepherd,”  and  the 
pastor  dedicated  the  chapel  to  God  and  the  use  of  the  Sunday 
School.  A quartette,  consisting  of  Mrs.  Agnes  Ruhe,  Mrs.  Daisy 
Baker,  Messrs  A.  W.  Lawfer  and  U.  S.  VonSteuben  sang  in 
splendid  style,  “I  will  magnify  Thee,  O Lord.”  Rev.  Jared 
Fritzinger,  of  this  city,  pronounced  the  benediction. 

The  evening  services  were  of  an  inspiring  character. 
The  choir  sang,  “Arise,  O Lord  into  Thy  Rest,”  and  Rev.  N. 
Z.  Snyder  led  in  prayer.  Rev.  W.  R.  Hofford,  D.  D.,  of  this 
city,  preached  in  the  German  language.  His  text  was  St.  Luke 
11:20.  He  traced  the  gradual  growth  of  the  school,  and  spoke 
in  highest  praise  of  its  latest  effort,  the  erection  of  the  chapel. 
Rev.  J.  W.  Knappenberger,  President  of  the  Allentown  College 
for  Women  preached  in  the  English  language  from  the  words  in 
Isaiah  60:7.  The  choir  sang,  “Cantata  Domino  in  C.”  Rev. 
Rufus  W.  Miller  pronounced  the  benediction. 

Services  were  held  during  the  week  on  the  evenings  and 
with  the  speakers  as  follows:  Monday,  Rev.  N.  C.  Schaeffer, 
Ph.  D.,  State  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction,  and  Rev.  S. 
G.  Wagner,  D.  D.,  of  this  city.  Tuesday,  Revs.  T.  J.  Hacker, 
S.  U.  Mitman,  and  M.  H.  Dieffenderfer  of  this  city.  Wednes- 
day, Gathering  of  the  Reformed  Sunday  Schools  with  addresses 
by  J.  A.  Conrad,  of  Zion’s  Reformed  Sunday  School,  Leonard 
Sefing,  of  St.  Michael’s  Lutheran  Sunday  School,  W.  B.  Schaffer, 
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of  Salem  Reformed  Sunday  School,  Rev.  N.  Z.  Snyder,  and 
the  pastor.  Thursday,  Stereopticon  Review  of  the  Quarterly 
Lessons  by  Rev.  J.  S.  Singmaster,  D.  D.,  and  S.  U.  Mitmanof 
the  city. 

All  these  services  proved  a rich  blessing  to  the  congre- 
gation, and  the  work  was  carried  forward  with  fresh  zeal  and 
new  vigor.  The  Sunday  School  continued  to  grow,  and  the  new 
building  was  soon  found  to  be  too  small  to  accommodate  the 
entire  school,  and  the  Infant  Department  had  to  be  taken  back 
again  into  the  basement  of  the  church,  but  the  arrangements 
there  are  not  suitable  for  the  best  training  of  the  little  children, 
and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  future  will  provide  a model-room 
for  our  buds  of  promise. 
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CHAPTER  XVn 

Cftutcft 

^ RACE  CHURCH  of  South  Allentown  is  a child  of  Salem  by 

adoption.  On  March  i6th,  1894,  A.  D.  Hensinger,  W. 
C.  Pflueger,  and  Louis  F.  Zincer,  Committee,  representing  the 
Salisburg  Mission  Sunday  School,  laid  a petition  before  the  Con- 
sistory, praying  them  to  adopt  said  Sunday  School,  and  extend 
to  it  their  fostering  care,  and  to  prescribe  the  rules,  conditions 
and  mode  of  government  best  adapted  to  the  need  and  welfare 
of  said  Sunday  School.’^  The  request  was  granted  upon  the 
following  conditions : 

First.  That  the  Salisburg  Mission  Sunday  School  be 
subject  to  the  Constitution  and  By-Laws  of  Salem  Reformed 
Church. 

Second.  That  the  Officers  of  the  Sunday  School  make 
no  purchase  of  properties  without  the  consent  of  the  Consistory 
of  Salem  Reformed  Church. 

Third.  That  the  Officers  draw  up  a form  of  rules  for 
their  government,  and  present  the  same  to  the  members  of  the 
Consistory  of  Salem  Reformed  Church. 

Fourth.  That  semi-annual  reports  of  the  condition  of 
the  school  be  made  to  the  Sunday  School  Association  of  Salem 
Reformed  congregation,  the  first  to  be  made  in  June,  and  the 
second  in  December. 

By  an  action  taken  on  April  15th,  1894,  the  Mission 
School  agreed  to  accept  the  offer  from  the  Consistory,  and  thus 
became  an  adjunct  of  Salem  Church.  From  the  first  report 
made  in  January  1895,  we  learn  a few  facts  of  interest.  The 
school  had  a varied  history  during  its  twenty  years^  existence. 
Its  life  often  hung  on  a very  slender  thread,  but  at  the  time  of 
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this  report  the  organization  was  thorough  and  the  membership 
had  doubled  itself.  There  was  an  average  attendance  during 
the  seven  months  of  140.  They  thank  the  parent  school  for 
everything  its  members  had  done  for  them.  Efforts  should  be 
made  to  use  the  money  in  the  treasury  for  a lot,  with  a view  of 
erecting  a chapel  thereon  in  the  near  future.  A number  of  re- 
quests had  already  been  made  for  an  occasional  church  service, 
and  the  conditions  were  ripe  for  the  organization  of  a congre- 
gation. 

On  May  12th,  at  the  request  of  the  school,  a Committee 
of  three  was  appointed  by  the  Consistory  to  act  in  conjunction 
with  their  Committee  to  purchase  a lot.  Edwin  Kincaid,  H.  E. 
Mullen  and  C.  F.  Stabler  were  the  Committee.  In  due  time  the 
lot  was  secured.  On  July  19th,  1896,  the  Consistory  named  a 
Building  Committee  to  secure  a plan  for  a chapel,  viz,  H.  E. 
Mullen  and  John  S.  Yeager,  for  the  Consistory,  and  Frank 
Young,  H.  E.  Kleckner  and  A.  D.  Hensinger  for  the  Mission. 
Whilst  all  the  members  of  this  Committee  were  faithful,  yet  no 
one  took  a deeper  interest  in  the  erection  of  the  chapel  than 
deacon  John  S.  Yeager.  He  gave  much  of  his  time  and  money 
to  the  work,  and  the  building  reflects  great  credit  upon  his  zeal 
and  devotion.  Our  people  have  given  liberally  towards  the 
chapel.  The  large  handsome  window  was  donated  by  Mrs. 
Kate  Balliet,  in  memory  of  her  dear  daughter.  Miss  Mary  E. 
Emery.  The  Rev.  Dr.  A.  J.  G.  Dubbs,  also  left  $500  in  his 
will,  towards  the  church-building. 

On  October  19th,  1898,  the  question  of  an  assistant 
pastor  was  under  discussion  by  our  Consistory,  who  should  also 
serve  Grace  Mission,  and  the  members  were  favorable  to  it,  but 
no  action  was  taken  in  the  matter  except  to  pay  $200  towards 
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the  support  of  a pastor  for  1899.  This  appropriation  was  con- 
tinued for  1900,  and  we  trust  it  may  be  paid  until  Grace  Church 
will  become  a self-supporting  congregation. 

The  present  pastor  is  Rev.  D.  E.  Schoedler,  who  is  an 
able  and  earnest  worker.  He  has  the  confidence  and  esteem  of 
the  little  flock,  and  is  hopeful  of  larger  gains  with  the  promised 
increase  in  population.  Thus  far,  the  city  has  not  grown  so 
very  much  in  the  southern  section,  and  hence  the  material  is 
not  so  numerous.  However,  we  believe  that  the  future  will 
show  the  wisdom  in  planting  the  Mission,  and  we  bespeak  for 
the  pastor  and  people,  the  continued  sympathy  and  help  of  our 
members.  Mr.  B.  Frank  Mohr,  of  our  congregation  is  the 
efficient  superintendent. 
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CHAPTER  XVm 
of 

are  not  unmindful  of  the  able  ‘‘In  Memoriam ''  of  this 
man  of  God,  issued  by  our  worthy  predecessor,  nor  do 
we  wish  to  mar  its  beauty  by  mere  extracts  from  it.  Still  our 
heart  craves  to  pay  the  best  tribute  to  the  memory  of  so  noble 
a minister  of  the  Gospel,  and  we  know  of  no  better  way  to  d® 
it  than  by  brief  quotations  from  that  fine  mosaic. 

Alfred  Joseph  Getz  Dubbs  was  the  eldest  son  of  the  Rev. 
Joseph  S.  Dubbs,  D.  D.,  and  his  wife  Susan,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Getz.  He  was  born  in  Windsor  Township  (now 
Perry),  Berks  County,  Pa.,  on  the  8th  of  June  in  the  year  1826. 
He  spent  his  youth  near  the  present  village  of  Ironton,  in  Lehigh 
County,  where  his  father  settled,  attending  the  schools  in  the 
neighborhood.  As  he  did  not  desire  to  enter  a profession,  he 
determined  to  prepare  himself  for  a business  life.  After  work- 
ing in  this  direction  for  several  years,  he  became  for  the  time  be- 
ing  physically  disabled  and  was  induced  by  his  father  to  return  to 
school.  He  accordingly,  in  the  Spring  of  1845,  went  to  Mercers- 
burg.  Pa.,  the  seat  of  Marshall  College,  our  literary  institution, 
where  he  pursued  his  studies  until  the. Fall  of  1849,  when  he 
took  charge  of  a select  school.  Up  to  this  time  he  had  no  fixed 
convictions  in  regard  to  his  vocation  in  life,  but  now  he  must 
settle  the  question.  From  his  subsequent  history,  it  would 
seem  that  the  Lord  had  only  one  path  which  he  was  at  liberty 
to  pursue,  and  after  the  most  earnest  and  prayerful  consideration 
he  felt  it  his  duty  to  prepare  for  the  Christian  Ministry.  With 
this  purpose  he  studied  theology,  and  in  the  Spring  of  1851,  the 
Classis  of  East  Pennsylvania  examined  and  licensed  him  at  its 
annual  session  in  Plainfield,  Northampton  County.  In  the  Fall, 
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he  was  ordained  to  the  Holy  Ministry  in  Zion^s  Reformed  Church 
of  this  city,  where,  for  one  year,  he  served  in  the  capacity  of 
an  assistant  pastor  to  his  father,  preaching  in  the  English, 
language. 

Until  April  ist,  1876,  he  was  the  faithful  pastor  of  ex- 
tensive fields  in  Lehigh  and  adjoining  counties.  Dr.  Dubbs  was 
nearly  fifty  years  old  when  he  assumed  the  pastorate  of  Salem 
Church,  but  for  sixteen  years  he  brought  a warm  heart  and  a 
loving  zeal  to  the  work,  and  the  large  and  influential  congre- 
gation stands  as  a monument  not  only  to  his  fidelity,  but  also  to 
the  work  of  his  aged  father  and  devoted  brother.  Salem  Church 
will  always  remain  a bright  crown  to  his  life  work.  In  his  de- 
clining years  he  never  lost  interest  in  this  child  of  his  old  age. 
It  was  the  object  of  his  love  and  the  pride  of  his  life.  Nothing 
pleased  him  more  than  the  continued  prosperity  of  the  congre- 
gation ; nothing  worried  him  more  than  any  trouble  in  its  midst. 
Nor  was  he  forgotten  by  his  loving  successor  and  his  devoted 
people.  Many  messages  of  love  were  carried  to  his  home  on 
Walnut  street,  and  everything  was  done  to  throw  a halo  of 
peace  about  his  aching  head.  One  Sunday  afternoon,  the  entire 
Sunday  School  paid  a visit  to  his  home,  aad  bore  many  floral 
offerings  with  their  hearty  well  wishes  for  his  comfort.  As  his 
last  days  were  drawing  nigh,  he  once  said,  I wish  I could  die 
on  a Sunday  morning  when  the  church  bells  are  ringing.” 
There  was  something  sad  yet  joyful  in  that  wish.  Those  bells 
had  often  called  him  to  duty  for  many  years.  They  were  the 
tokens  of  a holy  privilege  as  well.  His  people  then  assembled 
with  him  and  drew  nigh  to  the  Throne  of  Grace.  He  discoursed 
before  them  upon  the  great  realities  of  time  and  eternity.  One 
Sunday  morning  the  church  bells  rang.  Their  tones  were  borne 
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upon  the  breeze,  and  floated  over  his  bed.  But  he  heard  no 
sound  and  could  not  heed  their  call.  They  were  the  death  knell 
of  a departing  soul,  passing  through  the  pearly  gates  into  the 
eternal  Sabbath.  Surrounded  by  his  sister,  in  whom  he  found 
so  much  comfort  during  his  illnes,  his  brother,  his  ever  faithful 
servant,  Anetta,  and  a few  relatives,  he  fell — 

Asleep  in  Jesus  ! blessed  sleep, 

From  which  none  ever  wakes  to  weep  ; 

A calm  and  undisturbed  repose, 

Unbroken  by  the  last  of  foes. 

Dr.  Dubbs  died  November  7th,  1897,  aged  71  years,  4 
months,  and  29  days.  The  funeral  services  were  held  in  Salem 
Reformed  Church,  where  the  body  lay  in  state  from  10  A.  M. 
till  I P.  M.  Before  the  services  in  the  church  Rev.  T.  J.  Hacker 
offered  prayer  at  the  house.  In  the  church  the  devotional 
services  were  conducted  by  Revs.  B.  Bailsman,  D.  D.,  S.  G. 
Wagner,  D.  D.,  W.  R.  Hofford,  D.  D.,  M.  H.  Dieffenderfer, 
and  N.  Z.  Snyder.  The  pastor  delivered  a German  sermon, 
taking  for  his  text  Acts  20:24.  The  choir  sang,  “ Lo  I heard  a 
voice  from  heaven.  Blessed  are  the  dead  that  die  in  the  Lord.*^ 
Rev.  Dr.  N.  C.  Schaeffer,  of  Lancaster,  State  Superintendent 
of  Public  Instruction,  spoke  in  English  and  based  his  remarks  on 
the  words  in  2 Timothy  1:10.  The  hymns  sung  in  the  service 
were,  ‘‘Abide  with  me,  fast  falls  the  eventide,’^  and  “Jesus  I 
live  to  Thee.“  The  seating  of  the  church  was  taxed  to  its 
utmost  capacity.  About  sixty -five  ministers  of  all  denominations 
were  present.  Hundreds  of  friends,  from  near  and  far,  came  to 
pay  him  their  last  token  of  affection.  The  floral  tributes  from 
loving  friends  were  very  handsome. 

The  honorary  pall  bearers  were  Revs.  S.  G.  Wagner, 
D.  D.,  T.  J.  Hacker,  W.  R.  Hofford,  D.  D.,  M.  H.  Dieffenderfer, 
P.  A.  Delong,  and  L.  J.  Rohrbaugh. 
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The  active  pall  bearers  were  the  Consistory  of  Salem,  as 
follows : George  W.  Hartzell,  Edwin  Kincaid,  A.  J.  Lohrman, 
B.  K.  Hamm,  C.  F.  Stabler,  Frank  A.  Arner,  A.  M.  Schraden, 
John  S.  Yeager,  H.  E.  Mullen,  Calvin  M.  Haas,  John  D.  Wagner, 
and  Leon  F.  Rauch. 

The  remains  were  borne  to  their  resting  place  in  the 
West  End  Cemetery  where  the  pastor  conducted  the  final 
services.  His  work  is  done  ; his  reward  has  come.  Peace  be 
to  his  ashes  ! 

TRIBUTES  OF  RESPECT 

Following  are  the  Resolutions  upon  the  death  of  Dr. Dubbs, 
by  the  Consistory  : 

Whereas,  The  Rev.  A.  J.  G.  Dubbs,  D.  D.,  the  first 
pastor  of  Salem  Reformed  congregation,  has  entered  his  heavenly 
rest ; 

Resolved,  That  we,  the  Consistory,  at  the  close  of  his 
earthly  career,  gratefully  recognize  his  unbounded  devotion,  and 
his  ceaseless  services  in  the  upbuilding  of  our  congregation. 

Resolved,  That  we  remember  with  cordial  appreciation 
his  coming  in  and  going  out  among  his  people  during  his  active 
pastorate  ; eloquent  as  a preacher,  faithful  as  a pastor,  not 
slothful  in  business,  fervent  in  spirit,  serving  the  Lord.  Be- 
hold, thou  hast  instructed  many,  and  thou  hast  strengthened  the 
weak  hands.  Thy  words  have  upholden  him  that  was  fallen, 
and  thou  hast  strengthened  the  feeble  knees.” 

Resolved,  That  we  deeply  mourn  his  departure,  yet  re- 
joice in  the  word  of  promise,  “ They  that  turn  many  to  righteous- 
ness shall  shine  as  the  stars  forever  and  ever.” 

Resolved,  That  we  tender  our  sympathy  in  the  name  of 
the  congregation  to  the  relatives  of  the  deceased,  hearing  with 
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pleasure  of  the  faithful  attendance  of  his  sister  and  servant  unto 
the  close  of  his  life. 

Resolved,  That  we  erect  a tablet  on  the  walls  of  the 
church,  commemorating  his  pastorate. 

Resolved,  That  a copy  of  these  resolutions  be  recorded 
on  the  minutes,  sent  to  the  family,  and  published  in  the  daily 
papers  of  the  city. 

George  W.  Richards, 
George  W.  Hartzell, 

Edwin  Kincaid, 

Alfred  J.  Lohrman, 

Committee. 

The  Committee  of  Salem  Reformed  Sunday  School  offers 
the  following  tribute  of  respect  in  memory  of  Rev.  A.  J.  G. 
Dubbs,  D.  D.,  their  former  pastor  and  teacher : 

Although  his  death  was  not  unexpected,  it  fell  like  a 
heavy  pall  over  our  Sunday  School,  where  he  endeared  himself 
to  young  and  old  through  a long  period  of  patient,  faithful  and 
friendly  service.  He  had  a kind  heart,  a willing  hand,  and  a 
magnetic  manner.  It  is  impossible  for  us  to  mourn  him  as  dead. 
Fond  memory  will  ever  linger  around  him,  and  to  those  who 
were  united  with  him  in  pleasant  fellowship  for  many  years,  he 
will  not  be  less  dear. 

As  long  as  health  permitted,  he  was  always  at  the  front, 
and,  according  to  the  command  of  the  Master,  his  flock  followed 
him.  With  a consecrated  ambition  to  serve  his  Lord,  wherever 
he  went  he  inspired,  by  precept  and  example,  young  and  old  to 
devote  their  jives  to  the  extension  of  the  Kingdom  of  God  upon 
earth. 
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His  death  is  a sad  bereavement  to  us ; yet  we  murmur 
not,  being  assured  that  our  loss  is  his  gain.  He  is  delivered 
from  suffering  and  pain  into  everlasting  joy  ; and  we  humbly 
submit  to  the  will  of  our  Heavenly  Father,  who  doeth  all  things 
well.  We  pray  that  each  one  of  us  may  profit  by  his  example 
in  life  and  the  lesson  God  teaches  us  by  his  death.  To  his 
brother  and  sisters  we  can  only  say,  we  mourn  with  you.  You 
have  lost  an  affectionate  brother,  and  we  have  lost  a faithful 
friend  and  a kind  benefactor.  The  hope  that  we  shall  meet 
again,  in  the  Paradise  of  God,  will  comfort  us  on  our  way. 

N.  C.  E.  Guth, 

James  F.  Hunsicker, 
William  B.  Schaffer, 

Committee. 
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CHAPTER  XIX 

of  posfot  Bicftorfto 

TN  the  Autumn  of  1898,  just  one  year  after  the  death  of  Dr. 

Dubbs,  which  had  cast  such  a veil  of  deep  sadness  over  the 
hearts  of  the  people,  the  congregation  was  startled  with  the 
election  of  their  pastor,  as  successor  to  the  venerable  Rev.  Dr. 
Thomas  G.  Apple,  late  professor  of  Church  History  in  our 
Theological  Seminary  at  Lancaster.  Since  we  became  the  suc- 
cessor of  brother  Richards,  we  take  great  pleasure  in  being  able 
to  reprint  our  thoughts  on  this  important  matter  from  the 
Parish  Helper  ” in  the  November  issue  of  the  same  year. 

‘‘There  is  no  doubt,  the  gravest  duty  at  the  Eastern 
Synod  this  year,  was  the  election  of  a successor  to  our  venerable 
professor.  Dr.  T.  G.  Apple.  It  was  no  easy  matter  to  find  a 
man  who  could  fill  the  position  with  credit  to  the  high  standing 
of  our  Theological  Seminary.  The  Committee  on  Nomination, 
with  Dr.  B.  Bausman,  at  its  head,  gave  earnest  consideration  to 
the  merits  of  several  able  men,  but  the  Holy  Spirit/led  them  to 
propose,  and  the  Synod  to  elect,  the  Rev.  George  W.  Richards 
of  Allentown,  Pa.  He  is  a young  man  of  brilliant  attainments  : 
a man  of  fine  presence,  of  keen  intellect,  of  warm  heart,  of 
eloquent  tongue  and  of  rare  scholarship.  We  believe  the  choice 
is  a wise  one.  May  God  ordain  him  to  the  work,  and  use  him 
for  his  glory.*’ 

The  election  of  brother  Richards  threw  the  congregation 
into  a tumult  of  excitement.  All  the  members  felt  the  great 
honor  implied  in  the  choice  of  the  Synod,  but  they  could  not  see 
the  wisdom  in  giving  up  their  beloved  pastor.  Let  us  not  lift 
the  curtain  which  conceals  those  months  of  prayer  and  study 
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from  our  sight,  and  which  finally  led  the  trembling  pastor  to  offer 
his  resignation  at  a special  meeting  of  the  Consistory,  held 
December  30th,  1898.  We  append  a copy  of  it. 

To  the  Consistory  of  Salem  Reformed  Church, 

Dear  Brethren  : 

I have  received  a call  from  the  Eastern,  Potomac  and 
Pittsburg  Synods  to  the  Professorship  of  Church  History,  in  the 
Theological  Seminary  of  the  Reformed  Church,  at  Lancaster, 
Pa.  After  careful  deliberation  I have  decided  to  accept  the 
same. 

This  I do  very  reluctantly,  in  view  of  the  cordial  feeling 
that  exists  at  this  time  between  pastor  and  people.  Yet  in 
obedience  to  the  call  of  the  Church,  I feel  constrained  to  assume 
the  duties  of  this  responsible  position. 

I therefore  kindly  ask  you,  the  Consistory,  to  accept  my 
resignation  to  take  effect  February  ist,  1899,  and  to  join  me  in 
a petition  to  the  Classis  of  Lehigh  to  dissolve  the  present  pastoral 
relations. 

Words  cannot  express  my  feelings  of  gratitude  to  you 
and  the  members  of  the  congregation  for  their  continued  support 
these  eight  years  of  my  pastorate.  May  God  prosper  the  work 
of  your  hands  forever. 

Yours  in  Christ, 

GEORGE  W.  RICHARDS. 

December  17th,  1898. 

After  many  earnest  words  from  the  members  of  the 
Consistory,  begging  the  pastor^  to  remain  among  them,  the 
resignation  was  regretfully  accepted  and  the  followingResolutions 
were  unanimously  adopted  : 
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Whereas,  Our  pastor,  the  Rev.  George  W.  Richards,  has 
received  a call  to  the  professorship  of  Church  History  in  the 
Theological  Seminary  of  the  Reformed  Church  at  Lancaster,  Pa., 

Whereas,  He,  after  prayerful  consideration  feels  con- 
strained to  resign  as  pastor  of  Salem  Reformed  Church,  in  order 
to  accept  the  responsible  position,  tendered  him  by  the  Church 
at  large,  therefore,  be  it. 

Resolved,  That  we  hereby  record  our  high  esteem  of  him 
as  a man  and  as  a pastor ; during  his  pastorate  he  has  gained 
the  esteem  and  won  the  hearts  of  young  and  old,  by  his  fidelity 
in  the  discharge  of  the  manifold  duties  of  his  office.  His  going 
is  regarded  as  a personal  loss,  not  only  by  the  members  of  the 
congregation,  but  by  many  others  in  the  community  who  en- 
joyed the  privilege  of  his  acquaintance. 

Resolved,  That  we  hereby  convey  to  him  our  best  wishes 
and  prayers  for  success  in  his  new  position  ; where,  as  a teacher 
of  young  men  for  the  ministry,  he  may  wield  a favorable  influence 
upon  the  rising  generation  of  our  denomination.  May  he  find 
his  labors  congenial ; and  may  he,  by  the  faithful  discharge  of 
his  duties,  continue  to  enjoy  the  growing  appreciation  of  a 
grateful  Church,  and  the  assistance  of  God^s  favor  and  grace. 

To  show  that  the  Consistory  not  only  recognized  the 
personal  worth  of  their  pastor,  but  also  appreciated  his  great 
labors,  they  had  already  increased  his  salary,  prior  to  the  action 
of  the  Synod,  to  $2100  per  annum,  dating  from  January  ist, 
1899. 

During  these  months,  the  pulpit  was  acceptably  occupied 
by  several  able  and  efficient  ministers  of  our  Church,  but  the 
hearts  of  the  people  were  so  rapt  up  in  their  dear  pastor,  that 
they  did  not  even  think  of  holding  an  election  for  a successor. 
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Yielding  to  the  persistent  demands  of  the  members,  the  pastoral 
relations  continued  until  April  ist,  1899.  the  meantime  the 
Consistory  made  several  attempts  to  have  him  reconsider  his 
resignation,  and  went  so  far  as  to  ask  the  Classis  of  Lehigh  to 
kindly  stay  action  on  the  resignation  of  their  pastor  until  a later 
date.  We  think  the  true  sentiment  of  the  people  found  ex- 
pression in  a final  appeal  made  to  their  pastor,  a copy  of  which 
we  append : 

Rev.  George  W.  Richards, 

Our  Esteemed  Pastor : 

The  olficers  and  members  of  Salem  fully  appreciate  the 
honor  conferred  upon  you  by  your  election  to  the  professorship 
of  Church  History  in  our  Theological  Seminary  at  Lancaster.  We 
believe  that  you  have  been  deservedly  chosen.  With  no  feelings 
of  resentment,  and  with  no  intentions  of  insubordination,  there- 
fore, towards  the  authorities  of  the  Church,  whom  you  have 
always  taught  us  to  respect  and  obey,  we  beg  leave  to  ask  your 
attention  to  the  united  prayers  of  a most  devoted  people. 

We  are  now,  more  than  ever,  convinced  that  you  are 
peculiarly  adapted  to  carry  on  the  work  of  the  congregation, 
which,  you  well  know,  represents  nearly  2500  souls. 

The  circumstances,  which  have  developed  since  your 
election  and  resignation,  could  not  be  foreseen  then,  but  they 
are  of  such  a nature  as  seen  now,  that,  we  believe,  they  would 
warrant  a reconsideration  of  your  resignation,  even  in  the  mind 
of  the  Church  at  large.  We  are  threatened  with  serious  troubles 
which  would  work  endless  mischief  to  the  Reformed  interests  in 
this  community.  We  feel  assured  that  no  one  could  unite  all 
the  members  into  a harmonious  body  as  you  can,  should  you 
remain  in  our  midst.  We,  furthermore,  would  ask  you  and 
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through  you  the  Church  generally  to  consider  the  importance  of 
this  city  as  a centre  of  Reformed  interests. 

Never  have  the  prospects  for  increase  in  population  been 
brighter  than  now.  Many  business  interests  are  opened,  which 
attract  hundreds  of  families  into  the  community.  These  people 
can  be  won  and  kept  only  by  men,  who  are  in  sympathy  with 
their  life  and  genius.  You  have  shown  yourself,  thus  far,  a 
most  acceptable  leader  of  the  people.  They  have  followed  you 
gladly  and  profitably.  You  have  not  only  gained  the  affection 
of  your  congregation,  but  you  have  won  the  esteem  of  the 
people  in  this  entire  community. 

We  have  heard  many  good  men  during  the  past  months, 
they  adorn  the  Reformed  ministry,  and  we  are  proud  of  them, 
yet  we  are  all  the  more  convinced  you  alone  can  successfully 
guide  the  congregation,  according  to  the  plans  you  laid  before  us, 
in  part,  before  your  election.  We  refer  to  the  extension  of  Re- 
formed interests  in  this  city  by  building  mission  churches.  It  is 
the  unanimous  feeling  of  the  people,  men,  women  and  children, 
that  an  effort  should  be  made  to  have  you  reconsider  your 
resignation,  and  it  is  their  earnest  prayer  that  you  would  kindly 
do  so  and  continue  as  pastor  among  us.  We  thoroughly  realize 
the  weighty  responsibilities  of  this  field,  and  the  arduous  labors 
resting  upon  you,  in  season  and  out  of  season.  To  relieve  you 
as  much  as  possible  we  are  willing  to  grant  you  any  assistance 
you  may  ask,  knowing  that  you  always  seek  the  best  interests 
of  the  congregation.  We  will  be  pleased  to  have  you  and  Mrs. 
Richards  take  a well  earned  rest  and  recreation  by  spending  the 
Spring  and  Summer  in  Europe,  as  you  now  contemplate.  We 
shall  request  the  publication  of  this  appeal  in  the  “Reformed 
Church  Messenger,”  “The  Christian  World”  and  the  “Re- 
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formed  Church  Record/’  since  it  concerns  the  whole  Church. 
We  believe  that  many,  when  once  the  importance  of  the  present 
change  is  understood,  would,  for  the  sake  of  the  Church,  justify 
a favorable  reconsideration. 

We  express  our  sincere  gratitude  for  the  work  you  have 
done  in  our  midst  thus  far,  and  extend  you  the  heart  and  hand 
of  thousands,  who  are  eager  to  follow  you  in  your  godly  ambition 
to  extend  the  kingdom  of  Christ.  This  appeal  was  adopted  by 
a unanimous  vote  of  the  Consistory,  and  endorsed  by  a rising 
vote  of  the  entire  congregation  at  both  morning  and  evening 
services,  and  by  every  department  of  our  Sunday  School,  March 
19th,  1899. 

CONSISTORY. 

We  confess  this  was  a strong,  direct  and  persuasive  ap- 
peal. The  pastor  took  it  to  heart,  and  wrestled  with  it  for  days. 
He  kept  the  congregation  in  suspense  for  two  weeks,  but  the 
agony  was  mutual.  At  the  close  of  the  preparatory  service,  he 
announced  his  decision  to  accept  the  call,  and  he  assured  the 
people  that  it  was  the  most  trying  ordeal  of  his  life.  Despite 
their  expressions  of  love  and  esteem,  he  could  not  getaway  from 
the  call  to  his  new  duty  which  the  Church  had  so  generously 
given  him,  and  he  felt  he  would  best  serve  the  interests  of  the 
Church  in  general  by  accepting  the  new  position.  It  was  a 
matter  of  conscience  with  him,  and  he  must  be  true  to  himself 
and  heed  the  call.  He  hoped  the  people  would  accord  the  same 
assistance  and  loyal  feeling  to  his  successor. 

Easter  Sunday,  April  2nd,  he  held  his  last  communion  as 
pastor.  Rev.  O.  P.  Steckel  was  the  assistant.  There  were 
1094  communicants.  Received  by  confirmation  106  and  by 
certificate  and  re-profession  18,  total  124.  The  offerings  for  the 
cause  of  Missions  were,  $426  and  for  local  purposes,  $403. 
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A Farewell  Social  was  held  in  the  chapel  on  April  4th,  in 
honor  of  his  departure.  The  pastors  and  members  of  the  various 
churches  in  the  city  came  to  testify  of  their  esteem  and  respect, 
and  to  bid  him  and  his  devoted  wife  a cordial  God-speed.  A 
handsome  souvenir  of  the  occasion  adorns  the  parlors  of  many 
members.  The  first  page  of  the  embossed  cover  contains  a fine 
picture  of  the  pastor,  and  encloses  the  program.  The  choir 
sang  an  opening  anthem.  Rev.  O.  P.  Steckel  led  in  prayer. 
Revs.  P.  A.  DeLong,  D.  E.  Schoedler,  L.  J.  Rohrbaugh  and  S. 
G.  Wagner,  D.  D.,  made  brief  addresses  in  which  they  paid 
high  tributes  to  the  retiring  pastor,  expressing  the  great  loss  of 
a faithful  minister  and  a good  citizen,  but  a greater  gain  to  the 
Church  at  large. 

Rev.  Mr.  Richards  spoke  of  the  years  of  his  labors  in  the 
city.  It  was  a great  joy  for  him  to  be  able  to  say  that  he  and 
his  people  part  in  peace  and  love.  He  had  a kind  word  for  all. 
Howard  Ruhe  at  the  close  of  his  remarks  presented  him  with  a 
beautiful  boquet  of  flowers,  and  Mrs.  Richards  was  the  recipient 
of  a similar  gift  from  Ida  Ritter.  Dr.  Charles  D.  Schaffer  in 
behalf  of  the  sainted  Dr.  Dubbs  presented  him  with  a Bible 
which  the  venerable  ex-pastor  had  given  to  him  for  that  purpose. 
He  also  presented  him  with  a well-filled  purse  as  a pledge  of 
love  from  the  congregation.  The  audience  then  sang,  ^'God 
be  with  you  till  we  meet  again, and  the  final  farewell  greetings 
were  spoken.  On  April  6th,  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Richards,  Miss 
Sadie  T.  Grimley  and  Rev. Harry  M.J.  Kline  of  Grace  Reformed 
Church,  York,  left  on  the  S.  S.  Augusta  Victoria’*  for  Ham- 
burg, and  spent  the  Summer  in  Europe. 
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CHAPTER  XX 

of  » Successor 


URINGthe  interim,  the  pulpit  was  ably  supplied  by  ministers 


of  our  Church,  Rev.  O.  P.  Steckel,  serving  as  a stated 
supply  for  a few  months.  The  Consistory  experienced  no  little 
dilficulty  in  finding  a man  who  would  be  acceptable  to  all  the 
members,  but  they  finally  agreed  to  appoint  a Committee  of  five, 
who  should  go  and  hear  one  or  more  pastors  and  report  to  them. 
This  Committee  consisted  of  George  W.  Hartzell,  James  F. 
Hunsicker,  Joseph  D.  Schreiber,  J.  M.  Grimley  and  C.  Frank 
Stabler.  The  Committee  went  to  Pottsville,  Pa.,  on  July  23rd, 
1899,  to  hear  the  Rev.  A.  R.  Bartholomew,  D.  D.,  pastor  of 
Trinity  Church,  and  upon  their  return  home  they  advised  the 
Consistory  to  invite  him  to  fill  the  pulpit  on  July  30th,  which 
was  promptly  done.  He  came,  the  people  heard  him,  and  he 
became  their  choice.  At  a meeting  of  the  Consistory  held  on 
August  4th,  it  was  unanimously  agreed  to  nominate  him  for  the 
pastorate,  and  an  election  was  announced  to  be  held  on  August 
22nd,  between  the  hours  of  2 and  9 P.  M.  The  following  officers 
served  at  the  election  : Judges,  J.  M.  Grimley,  Dr.  N.  C.  E. 
Guth  ; Tellers,  Benjamin  K.  Hamm,  E.  O.  Huffort,  John  H. 
Danner,  E.  O.  Schaffer,  Harrison  E.  Ruhe,  and  William  H. 
Albright.  The  result  of  the  election  was  350  votes  for  and  13 


On  motion  it  was  unanimously  resolved  to  extend  a 
formal  call  to  Rev.  A.  R.  Bartholomew,  D.  D.,  the  salary  being 
fixed  at  $16^0  per  annum,  with  the  promise  of  a parsonage  as 
soon  as  practicable.  Before  the  pastor-elect  would  consider  the 
call,  he  was  anxious  to  meet  the  members  of  the  Consistory  and 
different  members  of  the  congregation  for  a general  talk  on 


against. 
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matters  pertaining  to  the  work.  He  spent  August  27th,  with 
the  congregation,  accompanied  by  his  wife.  Prof.  George  W. 
Richards  and  wife,  having  just  returned  from  their  foreign  trip, 
were  also  present.  At  the  informal  meeting  held  in  the  after- 
noon, he  told  the  members,  that  he  knew  of  no  good  reason  why 
he  should  separate  from  a people  whom  he  had  served  for 
eighteen  years.  The  call  came  to  him  without  any  solicitation 
on  his  part,  in  fact  he  had  no  hand,  or  voice,  in  the  matter,  and 
the  only  motive  that  could  constrain  him  to  resign  his  charge 
would  be  a sense  of  duty. 

After  a most  deliberate  study  of  the  situation,  he  was 
willing  to  accept,  but  his  Consistory  refused  to  accede  to  his 
wishes,  postponing  their  action  on  his  resignation  for  several 
meetings,  until  they  saw  their  delay  would  not  avail,  and  they 
most  reluctantly  united  in  a petition  to  theClassisof  Schuylkill, 
asking  for  a dissolution  of  the  pastoral  relations.  Meanwhile 
letters  were  written  to  and  fro-by  James  F.  Hunsicker,  George 
W.  Hartzell,  Frank  A.  Arner  and  the  pastor-elect,  until  he  sent 
the  following  letter  of  acceptance  : 

Pottsville,  Pa.,  September  nth,  1899. 

To  the  Consistory  of  Salem  Reformed  Church, 

My  Dear  Brethren  : 

“In  the  fear  of  the  Lord  is  strong  confidence  : and  his 
children  shall  have  a place  of  refuge.”  With  a firm  faith  in 
God’s  promises,  and  a calm  trust  in  God’s  people,  I am  enabled 
to  cast  my  lot  with  the  dear  flock  of  Salem  Church  at  Allentown. 
Your  urgent  call  has  engaged  my  earnest  thought,  the  past  few 
weeks.  I know  you  will  pardon  the  delay  of  my  reply.  When 
the  challenge  first  came  to  me,  I felt  I could  not  leave  my 
pleasant  charge.  Next  to  the  home-ties,  I believe,  the  tie  bind- 
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ing  a pastor  to  his  people  is  the  tenderest  of  all  ties  that  bind 
the  hearts  of  men  on  the  earth.  The  very  thought  of  a sepa- 
ration from  a loving  flock  evoked  quaking  fears  in  my  soul. 
Even  in  my  resignation,!  can  assign  no  reason,  save  a profound 
sense  of  duty,  as  the  ground  for  my  departure.  However,  your 
call  is  so  plainly  from  the  Lord,  **  whose  I am  and  whom  I serve,” 
and  the  judgment  of  my  brethren,  so  convincing,  that  I must 
not  decline  it. 

By  the  grace  of  the  Lord,  and  the  action  of  my  Con- 
sistory, 1 am  now  ready  to  accept  the  call  to  the  pastorate  of 
your  congregation,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Lehigh  Classis. 
God  willing,  I hope  to  begin  my  labors  among  you,  early  in 
October.  My  constant  prayer  shall  be,  that  I may  enjoy  the 
‘‘all  proper  attention,  love  and  obedience  in  the  Lord,”  which 
you  have  promised  me,  and  that  the  same  fervent  love  may 
knit  our  hearts  in  Salem,  as  in  Trinity,  for  then  only  will  the 
tie  be  blest  that  binds  us  in  the  Master^s  service. 

“ The  Lord  watch  between  me  and  thee  when  we  are 
absent  one  from  another.” 

Very  Cordially  Yours, 

A.  R.  BARTHOLOMEW. 
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CHAPTER  XXI 

Instruction  ol  30n  Bcrtltolom^m 


HE  new  pastor  arrived  with  his  family  on  October  5th,  and 


located  at  No.  iii  North  Eighth  street.  He  was  received 
by  the  Classis  of  Lehigh,  at  a special  meeting  held  in  Christ 
Reformed  Church,  on  October  6th.  Revs.  D.  E.  Schoedler,  | 
J.  W.  Knappenberger  and  George  B.  Smith  were  appointed  a i 
Committee  to  install  hirn.  The  installation  services  were  held  ’ 
on  Sunday,  October  8th.  We  beg  to  quote  portions  of  an 
article  from  ‘‘The  Morning  Call,’^  giving  a full  and  kind  de- 
scription of  the  three  services. 

“At  the  morning  service  in  Salem  Reformed  Church 
yesterday  the  new  pastor  of  the  congregation.  Rev.  Dr.  A.  R. 
Bartholomew,  was  installed  with  impressive  ceremonies.  The 
large  church  was  crowded  with  members  of  the  congregation 
eager  to  witness  the  formal  acceptance  of  their  new  pastor  and 
friend.  With  this  event  a new  epoch  in  the  life  of  the  church 
opens,  and,  from  the  signs  revealed  by  a crowded  church,  this  | 
new  life  promises  to  be  a vigorous,  prosperous  and  pleasant  one.  | 

“ The  installation  was  auspicious  and,  with  a united,  ' 
flourishing  congregation,  it  is  safe  to  predict  for  the  new  pastor  j 
a happy,  successful  pastorate.  He  is  of  the  people,  and  with 
the  people,  an  able  orator  and  a learned  scholar,  eminently  fitted  j 
to  take  his  place  as  the  successor  of  the  Rev.  George  W. 
Richards  and  as  the  head  of  and  pastor  of  the  largest  congre- 
gation in  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States. 

“ At  the  service  yesterday  morning  Rev.  D.  E.  Schoedler 
preached  a German  sermon  on  “ The  Responsibilites  of  a 
Christian  Minister.**  He  set  forth  in  an  able  manner  the  work 
of  the  ministry  as  laid  down  in  the  Scriptures  and  quoted  many 
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passages  therefrom  to  substantiate  his  words.  He  also  dwelt 
in  a very  forcible  manner  on  the  duties  that  the  people  owe  to 
their  pastors  in  carrying  on  the  work  in  a congregation. 

“ He  was  followed  by  Rev.  J.  W.  Knappenberger  in  an 
English  address.  Prof.  Knappenberger  dwelt  on  the  power  of 
example.  He  spoke  of  the  great  possibilities  in  the  congregation 
for  becoming  a bright  and  shining  light  not  only  in  the  city,  but 
in  the  world.  Then  followed  the  installation  ceremony,  which 
is  prescribed  in  the  order  of  service  of  the  Church,  conducted  by 
Rev.  George  B.  Smith,  of  Kutztown.  For  this  day  Prof.  Harri- 
son E.  Ruhe  had  prepared  several  special  anthems  which  were 
rendered  in  a very  acceptable  manner  by  the  well-trained  choir. 
The  anthems  rendered  at  the  morning  service  were  “ The  Lord 
is  on  Our  Side,'*  and  I am  He  that  Liveth." 

‘‘At  the  Sunday  School  service  in  the  afternoon,  ii8o 
members  gathered  to  greet  the  pastor  and  join  in  the  service. 
During  the  period  usually  devoted  to  the  study  of  the  lesson. 
Revs.  Smith,  Knappenberger,  Schoedler  and  the  pastor  addressed 
the  school,  and  in  a happy  vein  drove  home  many  helpful  truths. 
Before  the  addresses  the  pastor  went  among  the  classes  and 
spoke  to  them  in  an  informal  way.  At  this  service  the  Sunday 
School  choir  sang  the  beautiful  anthem,  “ I will  lift  up  Mine 
Eyes,"  and  the  school  sang  these  hymns,  “ He  leadeth  Me," 
‘‘Onward  Christian  Soldiers,"  “Ye  servants  of  God,"  and 
“ God  be  with  you  till  we  meet  again,"  the  latter  being  sung  at 
the  close  of  the  service. 

“ At  the  evening  service  Rev.  George  B.  Smith  preached 
a very  able  and  eloquent  sermon  based  on  the  words,  “ Lift  up 
thine  eyes."  He  held  the  close  attention  of  the  audience.  At 
this  service  the  anthems,  “Saviour  breathe  an  evening  bless- 
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ing^^  and  the  chorus,  **  O,  Praise  God  in  His  Holiness,”  were 
sung.  Rev.  Mr.  Bartholomew  enters  upon  his  duties  with 
every  sign  of  encouragement,  and  the  members  unfalteringly 
rally  around  him  as  their  new  leader,  assuring  a successful  and 
pleasant  pastorate.” 

One  of  the  very  pleasant  things  in  the  beginning  of  the 
new  pastorate  was  the  kind  public  reception  given  the  pastor 
and  his  family  in  the  chapel.  The  large  audience,  and  the  local 
clergy,  made  us  feel  at  home,  and  we  shall  ever  cherish  their 
warm  greetings.  Truly,  in  the  midst  of  so  many  friends  who 
can  give  any  room  to  the  almost  irresistible  feeling  of  home- 
sickness ! Our  ministerial  brethren,  Wagner,  Hacker,  Schoed- 
ler,  Frantz,  Repass,  Stevens  and  Oswald  have  our  constant 
gratitude  for  their  gracious  remarks,  nor  will  we  forget  the 
thoughtful  Committee  of  Arrangements,  George  W.  Hartzell, 
James  F.  Hunsicker,  J.  M.  Grimley,  J.  D.  Schreiber  and  C.  F. 
Stabler  for  their  kindness  in  planning  this  reception,  and  for  the 
elaborate  programme,  containing  our  picture  on  the  first  page. 
This  most  cordial  welcome  was  to  us  a tangible  evidence  of  the 
love  and  esteem  of  the  people,  and  we  rejoice  to  know  that  it 
has  not  been  the  last  expression  of  good-will.  The  choir  sang 
several  fine  anthems,  and  the  hymns  by  the  congregation  were 
inspiring:  ”Love  Divine,  all  Love  Excelling,”  ‘M’ll  live  for 
Thee,”  ‘‘  Blest  be  the  tie  that  binds,”  and  Soldiers  of  Christ 
Arise.” 
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^Innnlttg  lot  l^ork 


UR  able  predecessor  had  left  the  work  of  the  congregation 


in  good  condition,  so  that  we  found  it  easy  to  begin  our 
ministry.  However,  each  pastor  has  his  own  plans  of  working, 
especially  is  this  true  of  a minister  in  middle  life,  and  we  feel 
grateful  to  the  Consistory  in  giving  us  the  liberty  to  use  our 
judgment  in  certain  matters.  Only  a few  changes  have  been 
made  in  the  order  of  worship  and  in  the  conduct  of  the  work, 
but  these  are  now  recognized  as  helpful  in  the  onward  march  of 
progress. 

To  aid  in  establishing  these  changes  we  wish  to  mention 
the  needful  gifts  of  a few  kind  friends  : seven  carved  collection 
plates  from  Dr.  C.  D.  Schaeffer  and  wife  ; two  elegant  wine 
tankards  for  the  holy  communion  from  Wilson  M.  Gift  and  E. 
H.  Wetherhold  ; and  two  fine  walnut  hymn  tablets  from  Miss 
Lydia  M.  Leisenring,  in  memory  of  her  mother,  who  was  a de- 
voted member  of  the  congregation.  It  was  also  felt  that  three 
additional  elders  would  be  an  advantage  to  the  Consistory,  and 
by  a previous  insertion  of  the  phrase,  **  at  least,^’  in  one  of  the 
Articles  of  the  Constitution  this  want  could  be  met  at  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  congregation. 

Early  in  the  year  1900,  steps  were  taken  by  the  Con- 
sistory looking  towards  the  celebration  of  the  Twenty -fifth 
Anniversary  and  the  payment  of  the  entire  debt.  About  the 
same  time  a few  members  of  the  congregation  came  with  a re- 
quest to  the  Consistory  that  they  might  have  the  use  of  the  lot 
at  Fifth  and  Allen  streets  for  the  erection  of  a new  church. 
After  due  deliberation,  the  following  action  was  taken  : 
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Whereas,  Our  congregation  as  individual  members  pur- 
chased the  vacant  lot  at  the  corner  of  Fifth  and  Allen  streets  for 
the  purpose  of  erecting  a Dubbs  Memorial  Church  thereon  at 
such  time  as  the  congregation  thinks  it  advisable,  and 

Whereas,  This  Consistory  is  of  the  opinion  that  this  is 
not  the  proper  time  to  build  said  Dubbs  Memorial  Church,  in 
consequence  of  a heavy  debt  resting  upon  the  congregation,  and 

Whereas,  When  the  said  Dubbs  Memorial  Church  is 
built  the  congregation  should  proceed  in  the  matter  so  that  the 
congregation  as  a whole  would  receive  credit  for  the  erection  of 
said  church,  therefore. 

Resolved,  That  those  members  who  are  advocating  the 
erection  of  said  church  the  coming  year  are  respectfully  re- 
quested to  desist  for  this  year,  and  that  the  resolution  offered  at 
our  last  meeting  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  indefinitely  post- 
poned. 

Thirteen  voting  for  it  and  one  against  it. 

The  Consistory  wrestled  with  the  problem  of  the  Church- 
Debt  for  several  years,  many  plans  appear  on  the  minutes,  but 
all  proved  inadequate  to  remove  the  heavy  load.  The  earnest 
workers  in  the  congregation  saw  that  the  debt  was  a barrier  to 
all  advance  work,  and  the  pastor  bent  all  his  energies  in  arous- 
ing a strong  sentiment  in  favor  of  paying  it.  On  May  6th, 
1900,  he  proposed  the  plan  for  raising  the  full  amount,  and  the 
Consistory  approved  of  it.  Two  thousand  circulars  were  issued 
in  English  and  German  for  free  distribution  among  the  members, 
of  which  the  following  is  a copy  : 

Dear  Brethren  in  Christ : 

God  willing,  we  expect  to  celebrate  the  Twenty -fifth 
Anniversary  of  our  congregation  in  the  Autumn  of  1900.  The 
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history  of  Salem  Church  reads  like  a wondrous  story.  Its 
growth  has  no  equal  in  the  Reformed  Church.  Truly,  the  hand 
of  the  Lord  may  be  seen  in  its  rise  and  progress.  The  secret 
of  its  signal  success  lay  in  the  faith  and  zeal  of  its  pastors,  whom 
God  chose  for  this  special  work,  and  in  the  unity  and  energy  of 
the  members  who  knew  nothing  save  loyalty  to  their  spiritual 
mother.  The  potent  spell  of  its  founder,  the  Rev.  A.  J.  G. 
Dubbs,  D.  D.,  who  now  dwells  with  the  saints  in  glory,  and 
the  plastic  power  of  the  Rev.  George  W.  Richards,  whose 
ability  the  Church  has  recognized  in  his  elevation  to  the  chair 
of  Church  History  in  our  Theological  Seminary,  gave  the  congre- 
gation an  impetus  that  still  controls  its  activities.  It  is  with 
great  joy  of  heart,  that  I witness  the  spirit  of  Christian  endeavor 
in  the  lives  of  our  people.  They  are  quick  to  heed  the  call  to 
duty.  They  find  pleasure  in  well-doing. 

The  hope  that  by  the  twenty-fifth  anniversary  the 
Church-Debt  might  be  paid  has  been  kindled  by  the  God  of 
Love  in  many  hearts,  ^nd  there  is  a strong  sentiment  that  an 
effort  should  be  made,  before  that  time,  to  secure  the  full  amount, 
so  that  the  anniversary  services  might  be  held  only  as  an  oc- 
casion of  gratitude  and  joy.  To  satisfy  this  wise  and  healthy 
feeling,  the  Consistory  are  arranging  for  a Church  Debt  Rally 
to  be  held  on  May  20th,  and  they  wish,  in  this  way,  to  extend 
a most  cordial  invitation  to  all  the  members  to  be  present  at  the 
three  services,  at  10  A.  M.,  2 P.  M.,  and  7.30P.  M.  Rev.  Prof. 
George  W.  Richards,  of  Lancaster,  and  Rev.  O.  H.  Strunck,  of 
Schuylkill  Haven,  two  of  the  ablest  pulpit  orators  in  the  Church, 
will  be  the  speakers. 

We  believe  that  many  members  are  anxious  for  an  oppor- 
tunity to  subscribe  towards  the  debt,  and  we  will  give  all  sub- 
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scribers  their  own  time  for  payment.  If  the  members  will 
respond  to  this  kind  invitation,  and  come  to  these  special  services, 
in  faith,  that  God  will  help  us  ; in  hope,  that  we  are  able  to  pay 
the  debt,  and  in  love,  that  each  one  may  give  according  to  his 
ability,  the  full  amount  of  ^ 12,400  will  be  secured.  Until  the 
time  fixed,  for  the  achievement  of  this  great  and  glorious  result, 
let  us,  as  pastor,  elders,  deacons  and  members,  pray  daily  and 
earnestly  for  God’s  richest  blessing  upon  our  effort.  His 
promise  is,  Ask,  and  ye  shall  receive.”  Let  us  talk  with  one 
another  about  this  good  work,  until  our  hearts  will  glow  with 
the  conviction  that  can  leave  no  doubt,  in  any  mind  of  certain 
success. 

And  now  may  the  love  of  the  Father,  and  the  grace  of 
Jesus,  and  the  comfort  of  the  Spirit,  reign  in  us,  and  abide  with 
us  alway. 

Your  Loving  Pastor, 

ALLEN  R.  BARTHOLOMEW. 

May  nth,  1900. 

On  May  13th,  the  pastor  delivered  two  sermons  bearing 
on  this  subject.  At  the  morning  service  he  preached  on  the 
text,  ‘‘Jesus  said.  Take  ye  away  the  stone,”  referring  to  the 
duty  of  the  members  in  paying  the  debt.  In  the  afternoon,  in- 
stead of  the  lesson,  he  spoke  to  the  school  on  the  theme,  “ The 
Widow’s  Mite,”  emphasizing  the  truth,  that  each  one  should 
bring  some  offering  for  the  debt.  Every  effort  was  made  in 
public  and  in  private  to  create  an  enthusiasm  in  the  hearts  of 
the  people,  so  that  May  20th,  the  date  fixed  for  the  Church 
Debt  Rally,  might  see  them  practically  free  of  debt.  The  day 
came  and  with  it  many  anxious  fears.  Many  obstacles  were  in 
the  way  to  liquidate  the  debt.  Rev.  Mr.  Strunck  has  no  equal 
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as  a debt-lifter,  and  yet,  he  had  his  grave  doubts,  whether  the 
amount  could  be  raised,  after  he  came  on  the  ground.  He  said, 
“ It  is  always  easy  to  raise  a debt  for  a new  church.  There  is 
an  inspiration  in  the  new  building  that  helps  very  much  to  make 
people  liberal.  Besides,  everybody  is  happy  and  feels  thankful 
over  the  completion  of  a long  cherished  hope.'*  There  were 
many  thrilling  scenes  during  the  day.  Revs.  O.  H.  Strunck  of 
Schuylkill  Haven,  and  Prof.  George  W.  Richards  of  Lancaster 
made  stirring  addresses  at  the  three  services,  and  the  responses 
were  liberal  from  the  members,  but  the  climax  was  reached  in 
the  evening,  when  Prof.  Richards  announced  a remaining 
balance  of  $2900.  The  people  were  moved  to  tears,  and  amid 
loud  applause,  he  mentioned  a subscription  of  1000  from  the 
Young  Ladies'  Bible  Class  of  which  Mr.  Alvin  W.  Lawfer  is  the 
teacher.  Then  in  rapid  succession  men  sprang  to  their  feet, 
pledging  additional  amounts  until  the  full  amount  was  in  sight. 
The  German  Bible  Class  in  the  afternoon  had  pledged  ;^8oo. 
It  is  taught  by  the  pastor.  The  Young  People's  Bible  Class, 
taught  by  B.  Frank  Mohr,  pledged  $'^00.  Salem  Bible  Class, 
taught  by  Dr.  N.  C.  E.  Guth,  raised  a voluntary  subscription 
of  ^225,  and  the  English  Bible  Class,  taught  by  Prof.  H.  E. 
Ruhe,  about  $400.  All  the  classes  in  the  Sunday  School 
pledged  smaller  amounts.  This  work  was  done  without  sen- 
sational methods,  and  the  day's  record  will  probably  go  down 
into  history,  without  a parallel  in  the  denomination. 
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CHAPTER  XXm 
SttnddQ  Sdiool 

'T'HERE  was  a double  celebration  of  the  Twenty -fifth  Anni- 
versary on  account  of  the  fact  that  the  Sunday  School  was 
organized  about  two  months  before  the  congregation.  The  first 
event  was  celebrated  by  the  Sunday  School  on  September  23rd, 
1900.  The  morning  service  was  held  in  the  church,  and  was 
introduced  with  a brilliant  anthem,  entitled,  “ Praise  ye  the 
Lord,^^  by  the  choir.  The  pastor  led  in  the  altar  service,  and 
the  scripture  lessons  for  the  day  were  read  by  Rev.  E.  V.  Ger- 
hart, D.  D.,  President  of  the  Theological  Seminary,  Lancaster, 
Pa.  The  sermon  by  the  pastor  was  based  on  the  text  in  i 
Corinthians  15:58.  He  spoke  of  the  humble  origin  of  the  school, 
in  the  little  frame  chapel,  and  of  the  sixty-eight  members  at  the 
first  meeting,  and  then  traced  the  growth  during  the  twenty -five 
years  until  it  is  the  largest  school  in  the  entire  denomination. 
He  paid  a glowing  tribute  to  the  men  and  women  who  took  such 
a great  interest  in  the  work,  and  said  it  was  a rare  exception  to 
find  men  still  in  office  who  were  active  in  the  organization.  He 
also  spoke  of  the  saints  in  heaven  who  were  at  one  time  devoted 
members  of  the  congregation.  Dr.  Gerhart  made  a brief  ad- 
dress. He  spoke  of  his  presence  at  the  dedication  of  the  chapel. 
They  had  no  treasury,  and  no  funds,  but  in  due  time  the  chapel 
was  paid  for.  He  paid  a beautiful  tribute  to  the  zeal,  devotion 
and  fidelity  of  the  first  pastor  of  the  congregation,  and  he  said 
the  members  could  be  thankful  that  they  had  such  a wise, 
prudent  and  energetic  leader.  Much  always  depends  upon  the 
first  pastor,  and  Dr.  Dubbs  was  the  right  man  for  the  place  and 
time. 
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The  anniversary  services  proper  were  held  in  the  large 
chapel  at  1:30  P.  M.,  when  upwards  of  thirteen  hundred  were 
present.  The  chapel  was  prettily  decorated  with  the  Church 
and  national  colors,  and  two  shields  bore  the  figures  1875  '' 
and  **  1900.*’  In  the  centre,  and  under  the  large  memorial 
window,  hung  an  elegant  painting  of  the  first  pastor.  Rev.  A.  J. 
G.  Dubbs,  D.  D.,  of  blessed  memory.  His  kindly  face  seemed 
to  smile  upon  the  crowds  of  worshippers.  The  superintendent, 
James  F.  Hunsicker,  had  charge  of  the  opening  services,  J.  M. 
Grimley,  assistant  superintendent,  read  the  scriptures,  and  Rev. 
D.  E.  Schoedler  led  in  prayer.  A very  pretty  quartette,  en- 
titled, **  Hark,  Hark  my  Soul ! ” was  sung  by  Mrs.  George 
Wetzel,  Miss  Ruth  A.  Bartholomew,  Pastor  Bartholomew,  and 
Mr.  Edwin  Clewell.  The  able  secretary,  John  H.  Danner,  then 
read  his  annual  report,  extracts  of  which  appear  in  Chapter- 
XXV  of  the  History.  After  this  interesting  report,  Mrs.  Palmer 
T.  Dieter  sang  a fine  solo,  entitled,  ‘‘  Rock  of  Ages.’' 

James  F.  Hunsicker,  the  energetic  superintendent,  made 
a very  impressive  address  to  the  great  delight  of  the  school. 
He  spoke  in  part  as  follows  : There  is  so  much  to  say  about 

the  history  of  our  Sunday  School  that  I hardly  know  where  to 
begin,  or  where  to  end.  I could  go  back  over  the  first  year  and 
relate  to  you  many  happy  incidents  that  have  occurred  during 
that  year,  and,  in  fact,  during  all  the  years,  but  time  does  not 
permit  me  to  go  into  details.  The  school  was  organized  on  Sep- 
tember 19th,  1875,  '^ith  sixty-eight  members,  and  every  one  in 
that  small  band  determined  to  make  it  a success.  To-day  those 
who  are  still  living  and  are  with  us  have  the  great  satisfaction 
to  say  that  they  have  been  successful. 
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‘^To  whom  belongs  the  honor?  There  are  so  many 
names  that  I would  like  to  mention  in  connection  with  our  grand 
achievements  and  who  should  have  honorable  mention,  from  the 
infant  to  the  primary  and  main  department,  the  Bible  classes, 
teachers,  officers  and  pastors,  but  I will  refrain  from  mentioning 
any  names.  The  honor  belongs  to  every  member  who  has  ever 
been  identified  with  the  school.  But  there  is  one  above  all  to 
whom  belongs  the  honor,  and  I will  ascribe  it  to  our  dear  Lord 
and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ,  in  whom  we  have  placed  all  confi- 
dence, hope  and  trust,  and  I am  happy  to  say  that  we  have  not 
been  disappointed. 

‘‘From  1873  to  1^75  this  city  and  country  was  visited 
by  the  most  disastrous  financial  panic  that  this  part  of  the 
country  has  ever  seen,  or  heard  of.  The  rich  lost  their  fortunes, 
the  business  men,  mechanics,  and  laborers  lost  all  they  had 
saved  for  many  years,  and  the  poor  washer-women,  widows 
and  orphans  lost  all  their  deposits  in  some  of  our  banks.  Yes, 
there  was  sorrow  and  trouble  in  many  homes.  In  this  period, 
the  question  of  a third  congregation  was  agitating  the  minds  of 
many  members,  and  I believe  that  those  were  the  years  of 
preparation  for  our  people  to  start  this  congregation  and  school. 
In  these  twenty-five  years  many  have  come  to  labor  with  us, 
and  many  of  our  dear  friends  have  been  called  to  their  eternal 
rest.  In  our  weakness  we  have  done  the  best  we  could.  We 
do  not  claim  to  have  been  perfect,  at  any  time,  but  we  do  claim 
that  after  we  had  been  fully  organized,  we  aroused  a certain 
spirit  in  most  congregations  in  this  city  and  put  new  life  in  the 
work.  I believe  to-day  that  there  is  no  city  of  our  size  any 
where  that  enjoys  a better  attendance  of  the  people  upon  the 
services  of  the  sanctuary. 
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“ To  you,  boys  and  girls,  young  men  and  women,  let  me 
say,  in  a few  years  you  will  have  to  fill  our  places,  and  by  the 
time  the  fiftieth  anniversary  will  roll  round  very  few  of  us  will 
be  able  to  attend  it,  who  were  present  at  the  organization  of  the 
church  and  school.  Some  of  you  may  think  that  the  work  is  all 
done,  far  from  it.  It  is  for  you  to  say  whether  the  next  twenty- 
five  years  will  show  still  grander  results,  or  will  you  fold  your 
hands,  and  say,  let  others  do  the  work  ? This  evening  when 
you  are  in  your  homes  and  all  is  silent  around  you,  and  before 
you  offer  your  prayer  of  thanksgiving,  ask  yourself  these  two 
questions  : ‘ Have  I done,  or  am  I doing,  my  full  duty  towards 
my  Sunday  School  ? Have  I at  any  time  since  I am  a member 
invited  any  one  that  is  not  a member  of  any  school  to  come  and 
join  our  school  ? ' ” 

Mr.  Hunsicker  then  reviewed  the  work  of  organizing  the 
Sunday  School  and  its  career  up  to  this  time.  In  conclusion  he 
said : ‘Mf  I was  an  artist,  I would  paint  upon  these  sacred  walls 
a picture  for  those  to  look  at  that  will  have  the  great  pleasure 
to  attend  the  fiftieth  anniversary  of  Salem  Reformed  Sunday 
School  of  Allentown.  First,  I would  paint  at  the  top  a picture 
of  Christ  our  Saviour,  and  then  of  our  late  dearly  beloved  pastor. 
Rev.  A.  J.  G.  Dubbs,  D.  D.  Clustering  around  these  I would 
place  a small  army  of  Christian  soldiers  ; in  the  corner  to  the 
left  I would  draw  the  place  where  the  chapel  stands  on  Chew 
and  Eighth  streets,  and  as  it  was  in  1875  J the  centre  I would 
draw  the  church  as  it  was  from  1876  to  1894,  and  in  the  corner 
to  the  right  I would  draw  a picture  of  the  chapel  and  its  interior 
as  it  was  used  from  1894  to  1900,  with  a picture  Of  Professor 
Richards  and  Rev.  Bartholomew,  with  its  mighty  army,  every 
member  in  his  or  her  seat,  with  each  officer  at  his  post  of  duty, 
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ready  for  service  ; and  I am  sure  some  one  would  turn  to  you, 
at  the  fiftieth  anniversary,  and  say,  that  mighty  army  is  the  re- 
sult of  the  small  army  of  1875  with  its  officers  and  pastors,  and 
of  the  constant  labors  of  the  members  who  have  since  been 
faithful  to  their  sacred  trust,  to  our  divine  commander-in-chief, 
our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.’^ 

It  was  a very  happy  surprise  to  receive  the  cordial  greet- 
ings from  the  members  of  Zion’s  Reformed  Church  from  the  lips 
of  their  kind  pastor,  Rev.  T.  J.  Hacker.  He  made  a brief  ad- 
dress, and  in  closing  he  read  the  greetings  which  .were  as 
follows:  “The  Zion’s  Reformed  Sunday  School  of  Allentown, 
Pa.,  sends  cordial  Christian  greetings  to  the  Salem  Reformed 
Sunday  School  upon  the  occasion  of  her  twenty -fifth  anniversary 
with  the  assurance  of  our  best  wishes  for  her  continued  well- 
being and  prosperity.”  Before  the  services  closed  the  pastor 
had  the  school  take  a rising  vote  as  an  expression  of  their  ap- 
preciation of  the  kind  and  fraternal  greetings.  Rev.  Dr,  Gerhart 
gave  a simple  talk  to  the  little  children  in  which  he  laid  stress 
on  four  things:  i.  Live  in  fellowship  with  Jesus  Christ. 
2.  Be  diligent.  3.  Serve  one  another.  4.  Be  Beautiful. 
The  offerings  at  this  service  amounted  to 

A large  audience  was  present  at  the  evening  service  in 
the  chapel.  The  choir  sang  two  fine  anthems  and  Miss  Jennie 
George  an  excellent  solo.  The  pastor  read  the  liturgical  service. 
The  sermon  by  Dr.  Gerhart  was  based  on  Galations  6:2,  “ Bear 
ye  one  another’s  burdens,  and  so  fulfill  the  law  of  Christ.”  It 
was  a very  able  discourse,  replete  with  helpful  counsel  to  the 
large  flock.  The  school  was  much  pleased  in  having  this 
venerable  professor  with  them,  and  his  presence  proved  a bene- 
diction to  the  congregation. 
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CHAPTER  XXIV 

IVTOVEMBER  25th,  marks  the  Silver  Jubilee  of  the  congre- 
gation. Despite  the  rainy  weather,  which  is  a usual 
attendant  upon  the  great  occasions  of  Salem,  the  audience  was 
large  and  attentive  at  the  morning  service.  The  chilly  air  and 
the  drenching  rain  did  not  dampen  the  spirits  of  the  many 
worshippers,  who  had  assembled,  but  the  people  were  in  hearty 
accord  with  the  inspiring  anthem,  **  Jubilate  Deo  ” sung  by  the 
choir  in  excellent  style  under  the  able  leadership  of  Prof.  Ruhe. 
The  pastor  invoked  the  divine  blessing  upon  the  anniversary 
services,  and  the  deople  sang  a loud.  Amen.  All  united  in  the 
confession  of  the  Apostles*  Creed.  Lobe  den  Herrn  den 
Machtigen  Konig  der  Ehren  **  was  sung  with  great  fervor.  Prof. 
George  W.  Richards,  the  former  pastor  read  Psalm  90  as  the 
scripture  lesson,  and,  after  the  singing  of  the  Gloria  Patri,** 
led  the  people  in  a most  fervent  prayer,  giving  God  the  glory 
for  His  wonderful  goodness,  and  invoking  upon  the  pastor  and 
people  the  continued  help  of  His  all-saving  grace. 

The  pastor  made  a few  remarks,  extending  most  cordial 
greetings  to  all.  He  announced  that  nothing  should  be  said 
about  the  debt,  which  he  hoped  would  be  fully  paid  by  Thurs- 
day evening,  when  the  mortgage  of  12,400  will  be  reduced  to 
ashes. 

The  preacher  of  the  morning.  Rev.  Prof.  J.  H.  Dubbs, 
D.  D.,  of  Franklin  and  Marshall  College,  Lancaster,  Pa.,  then 
read  the  hymn,  “ Jesu  Seelenfreund  der  Deinen,**  and,  after  its 
singing,  he  preached  a very  able  and  touching  sermon,  based 
on  Psalm  92;  14-15,  which  was  replete  with  many  precious 
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reminiscences  of  the  work  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  city 
of  Allentown.  He  said  in  part : 

When  a weary  pilgrim  reaches  a summit  in  his  journey, 
he  is  apt  to  sit  down  and  rest  a while,  and  take  thought  of  the 
incidents  along  the  way.  He  recalls  the  trials,  and  discomforts, 
but  he  forgets  these  amid  the  blooming  flowers  and  singing  birds. 
On  such  a summit  this  congregation  finds  itself  to-day,  and  we 
do  well,  after  the  lapse  of  twenty-five  years,  to  pause  and  re- 
view the  past.  There  have  been  many  struggles  and  severe 
hardships,  but  what  are  they  in  the  presence  of  the  great 
triumphs  that  crown  the  work  ? 

“When  I think  of  the  fact  that  I am  the  last  one  in  the 
ministerial  line  of  my  ancestry,  I might  have  reason  for  regrets 
and  tears,  but  I do  not  wish  to  tinge  this  happy  occasion  with 
sorrow  ; rather  let  me  speak  to  you  of  the  things  that  awaken 
joy  and  gladness  in  all  our  hearts.  The  text  which  I have  chosen 
was  one  of  the  favorite  ones  of  my  dear  father,  who  used  these 
words  on  a similar  occasion  about  forty  years  ago,  and  whose 
outline  of  thought  I shall  try  to  reproduce  in  this  sermon.  The 
text  relates  to  the  blessing  upon  those  who  are  planted  in  the 
house  of  the  Lord. 

“ I.  Who  are  they  who  are  thus  planted.?  In  the 
Scriptures  the  servants  of  God  and  the  Church  are  often  com- 
pared to  a tree.  Such  passages  as  Jeremiah  17:7-8;  Psalm 
1:1-3  ; 52:10  and  92:13  afford  a striking  proof  of  this  truth. 

“ This  spiritual  tree  must  be  planted.  It  does  not  grow 
on  the  street.  There  is  a proper  place  for  its  planting  ; it  is  in 
the  house  of  the  Lord.  It  is  not  enough  that  it  be  planted  in  a 
good  place  ; it  requires  also  constant  nourishment.  Of  this 
truth,  we  have  a living  example  in  this  congregation.  It  has  a 
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proper  location,  it  had  a good  beginning,  and  its  nurture  has 
been  constant  and  faithful. 

‘‘The  planting  of  this  congregation  was  a needful  work. 
The  time  was  ripe  for  a third  Reformed  Church.  There  were 
many  people  in  the  community  who  had  found  no  church-home 
in  the  other  two  congregations,  and  they  were  ready  to  enter  a 
new  interest.  This  congregation  is  not  the  creature  of  one  man, 
nor  was  the  building  paid  for  by  a single  individual.  Many 
hearts  and  hands  were  active  in  this  work.  There  was  no 
money  at  hand  to  pay  for  the  little  frame  chapel ; it  was  paid 
later  on  by  the  gifts  of  many  loving  hearts.  Salem  Church 
never  had  any  help  from  the  Board  of  Missions,  and  very  little 
from  the  outside  community.  It  was  self-supporting  from  the 
start. 

“The  people  had  their  hearts  fixed  on  the  man  for  their 
first  pastor.  They  were  of  one  mind  in  their  choice,  and  he 
was  a man  no  longer  young  in  years.  He  had  a pleasant  charge, 
so  that  it  became  a great  struggle  for  my  dear  brother  to  with- 
draw from  his  people  and  to  accept  of  an  interestthat  might  not 
live  a single  year.  It  was  only  after  months  of  earnest,  prayer- 
ful deliberation,  that  he  finally  agreed  to  undertake  this  mighty 
work.  I say,  mighty  work,  for  there  is  no  other  to  compare 
with  it  in  our  entire  denomination.  Though  trials  cast  their 
baneful  shadows  across  his  pathway,  yet  he  did  not  falter,  and 
the  members  were  loyal  to  him,  and  both  pastor  and  people  cast 
their  burdens  upon  the  Lord  who  alone  is  our  refuge  and  help. 
It  took  a strong  faith  to  begin  this  new  interest,  and  to  build  it 
up  to  its  present  proportions,  but  the  people  were  equal  to  the 
task. 
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2.  What  is  the  nature  of  this  blessing  for  those  who 
are  planted  in  the  house  of  the  Lord  ? They  shall  flourish, 
bring  forth  fruit,  and  be  fat.  There  is  life  in  the  plants  of  grace. 
Age  will  not  wilt  them,  and  their  fruits  are  manifold.  They  are 
fresh,  and  young,  and  prosperous.  We  cannot  recount  all  the 
fruits  of  faith  and  love  that  have  been  borne  by  this  congrega- 
tion, and  the  end  is  not  yet.  Your  liberality  abounds  to  the 
praise  of  God  and  the  delight  of  His  people.  Keep  up  courage, 
and  the  God  of  Jacob  will  be  your  stay  and  shield.  Although 
my  lot  has  been  cast  in  a city  away  from  the  scenes  of  my 
childhood,  and  I may  never  come  back  to  live  among  you  again, 
yet  my  heart  still  clings  to  this  sacred  spot,  and  I shall  ever 
cherish  the  territory  where  my  father  and  brother  spent  their 
days  in  preaching  the  Gospel  of  peace  and  good-will  to  men.’' 

After  a brief  prayer,  the  choir  sang  the  anthem,  ‘‘  O 
how  great  is  Thy  goodness,”  and  the  congregation  all  united  in 
the  great  hymn  of  thanksgiving,  *'Nun  danket  alle  Gott.” 
Dr.  Dubbs  pronounced  the  benediction. 

The  service  with  the  Sunday  School  was  held  at  1:30 
P.  M.  The  large  chapel  presented  a beautiful  sight  when  the 
opening  service  was  read  by  the  superintendent,  James  F. 
Hunsicker.  The  pastor  led  in  prayer.  Brief  addresses  of  con- 
gratulations were  delivered  by  the  three  young  pastors  of  the 
Reformed  churches  of  the  city.  Revs.  Scott  R.  Wagner,  Robert 
M.  Kern  and  L.  J.  Rohrbaugh.  The  closing  address  was  made 
by  Dr.  Dubbs.  In  the  primary  department.  Prof.  Richards, 
Rev.  Schoedler,  and  Dr.  Dippel  of  the  University  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, made  happy  addresses  to  the  delight  of  the  teachers  and 
the  little  folks.  The  attendance  was  1304,  and  the  collection, 
$2^,  One  of  the  pleasant  surprises  was  the  appropriate  de- 
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sign  brought  by  George  S.  Henritzy,  a former  member  from 
Hazleton.  It  was  the  number  ‘‘25/’  made  with  silver  stars  on 
a black  background.  Many  palms  added  to  the  decorations. 

The  services  in  the  evening  were  held  in  the  chapel,  and 
but  few  seats  were  unoccupied.  The  pastor  had  charge  of  the 
opening  services,  and  Dr.  Dubbs  announced  the  first  hymn,  **  O 
God,  our  help  in  ages  past,''  and  read  the  Psalm  48.  Professor 
Richards  gave  out  the  next  hymn,  ‘‘Come,  Thou  Fount  of 
every  blessing,"  which  was  well  sung  by  the  congregation. 
He  took  his  text  from  Rev.  3:8;  “I  know  thy  works  ; behold  I 
have  set  before  thee  an  open  door  and  no  man  can  shut  it."  It 
would  be  a great  injustice  to  the  able  professor  to  give  extracts 
from  memory  of  this  eloquent  sermon.  Of  its  lasting  impression 
upon  the  hearers,  we  have  no  doubt.  He  dwelt  on  the  three 
leading  thoughts  : What  are  the  works  of  the  Church  of  Christ  ? 
What  have  been  the  works  of  Salem  Church  ? What  is  the 
open  door  set  before  us  ? With  burning  eloquence,  he  told  of 
the  manifold  works  of  charity  done  by  the  Church.  These  are 
the  best  proof  of  our  holy  religion,  and  the  ripest  fruit  of  the 
Christian  faith.  The  Church  will  increase  in  numbers  and  in- 
fluence in  the  degree  that  she  practices  the  spirit  of  her  divine 
Master,  who  went  about  doing  good.  Her  works  of  love  are 
her  chief  glory. 

The  works  of  this  congregation  have  been  abundant. 
There  is  a precious  record  of  noble  deeds  woven  into  its  history, 
which  deserves  loudest  praise.  The  zeal  of  the  first  pastor,  the 
immortal  Dr.  Dubbs,  still  pervades  the  hearts  of  the  members. 
He  went  in  and  out  among  the  people  in  weakness  and  in 
strength,  bearing  on  his  heart  their  best  interests,  and  carrying 
in  his  hand  the  Lamp  of  Life.  This  good  man  proved  a great 
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inspiration  to  me  in  my  own  ministry,  and  his  works  will  follow 
him  in  the  constant  activities  of  this  congregation. 

^ And  what  of  the  open  door  ? There  is  a work  to  be  done 
by  the  Reformed  Church  in  this  community,  and  Salem  Church 
has  a mission  peculiarly  her  own.  She  has  the  equipment  now 
for  leading  many  men  to  Christ,  and  fitting  them  for  heaven. 
Whether  she  will  centralize  her  forces  in  one  large  congregation, 
or  divide  them  into  several  smaller  congregations,  matters  not, 
only  so  that  she  will  do  the  most  good  to  the  greatest  number  of 
people.  To  this  end  let  there  be  united  effort  on  the  part  of  all 
the  members  and  the  Lord  will  still  more  prosper  them.  The 
services  closed  with  the  familiar  hymn,  Lord,  dismiss  us  with 
Thy  blessing,''  and  the  benediction  by  Prof.  Richards.  The 
receipts  for  the  debt  fund  amounted  to  about  ^1600. 

An  appreciative  audience  assembled  in  the  chapel  on 
Monday  evening,  and  heard  with  pleasure  and  profit  of  the  grand 
work  that  is  being  done  by  our  institutions  for  the  cause  of 
higher  education  and  Christian  charity  in  the  world.  It  is 
seldom  that  three  men  can  be  found  on  the  same  platform  who 
are  so  thoroughly  alive  to  the  claims  which  they  represent  as 
were  the  speakers  at  this  service  in  the  interests  of  Our  In- 
stitutions." President  John  S.  Stahr,  D.  D.,  of  Franklin  and 
Marshall  College,  gave  a very  interesting  account  of  the  growth 
of  the  institutions  of  learning  at  Lancaster,  whose  students  num- 
ber 340.  The  Science  Building  is  in  course  of  erection,  and  in 
need  of  funds.  Prof.  J.  W.  Knappenberger  told  of  the  liberal 
help  this  community  had  given  the  Allentown  College  for  Wo- 
men, which  has  more  students  than  ever  in  its  history.  The 
number  being  iii.  Rev.  Thomas  M.  Yundt,  Superintendent  of 
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Bethany  Orphans*  Home,  brought  the  greetings  and  congratu- 
lations of  his  large  family,  and  gave  many  touching  incidents  of 
young  men  who  were  atone  time  inmates  of  the  home,  and  who 
are  now  doing  so  much  good  in  the  world.  This  service,  we  be- 
lieve, will  be  fraught  with  great  blessing  to  our  people. 

Those  who  were  present  at  the  service  on  Tuesday  even- 
ing saw  an  answer  to  the  prayer  of  our  Saviour  for  the  unity  of 
Christians  in  the  bonds  of  peace.  It  was  an  unusual  sight  to 
see  the  pastors  of  the  various  churches  take  part  in  the  service. 
Rev.  O.  R.  Cook,  of  the  M.  E.  Church,  read  Psalms  1 33-1 34, 
and  led  in  prayer.  The  pastor  bade  the  clergy  a most  cordial 
welcome.  Addresses  followed  by  Rev.  S.  G.  Wagner,  D.  D., 
of  St.  John*s  Reformed,  J.  F.  Pollock,  of  First  Presbyterian, 
Theodore  Stevens,  of  Linden  Street  Methodist  Episcopal,  J.  H. 
Shirey,  of  Bethany  Evangelical,  G.  D.  Batdorf,  of  United  Breth- 
ren, and  S.  A.  Repass,  D.  D.,of  St.  John’s  Lutheran.  Letters 
of  regret  were  also  read  from  Revs.  W.  L.  Bollman,  of  Ebenezer 
Evangelical,  W.  S.  Catlett,  of  First  Baptist,  George  W.  Griess, 
of  St.  Paul’s  Lutheran,  and  J.  M.  Rinker,  of  Seibert  Evangel- 
ical. Their  words  of  cordial  greeting  were  very  much  appre- 
ciated by  the  pastor  and  his  people.  Mrs.  Palmer  T.  Dieter, 
sang  a pretty  solo,  **  Heavenly  Father,  smile  on  me,”  after 
which  the  benediction  was  pronounced  by  Rev.  D.  E.  Schoedler. 

There  was  a splendid  audience  present  on  Wednesday 
evening.  The  Sunday  school  choir  sang  a fine  anthem  from  the 
balcony  with  good  effect.  Mr.  Charles  O.  Schantz  spoke  in 
behalf  of  the  Lehigh  County  Sunday  School  Association.  The 
next  speaker  was  Rev.  Rufus  W.  Miller,  of  Reading,  Secretary 
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of  the  Sunday  School  Board.  He  brought  the  greetings  of  the 
Reading  Ministerial  Association  of  the  Reformed  Churches,  and 
he  made  a strong  plea  for  the  Home  Department  in  the  Sunday 
School.  Mr.  William  B.  Schaffer  spoke  in  the  German  lan- 
guage, and  in  a fluent  way  gave  his  recollections  of  the  early 
beginnings  of  the  congregation  and  school.  He  grew  up,  with 
the  work,  and  was  one  of  its  leading  spirits.  To  Mr.  Schaffer 
is  due  much  credit  for  his  noble  services  during  his  seventeen 
years  as  superintendent.  The  services  closed  with  the  doxol- 
ogy,  and  the  benediction  by  Rev.  R.  W.  Miller.  A conference 
was  held  after  the  service  with  the  pastors,  superintendents, 
and  teachers  of  the  various  Reformed  schools  in  the  city,  for 
the  purpose  of  discussing  the  organization  of  a Home  Depart- 
ment. The  sentiment  was  in  favor  of  it. 

Amid  great  rejoicing  the  anniversary  services  were 
brought  to  a fitting  close  on  Thursday  evening.  It  was  Thanks- 
giving Day.  The  services  were  held  in  the  chapel,  and  almost 
every  seat  was  occupied.  There  was  a large  representation  of 
the  members  as  well  as  friends  of  the  congregation,  who  had 
come  to  witness  the  burning  of  the  mortgage.  After  the  devo- 
tional services,  in  which  Revs.  Robert  M.  Kern  read  the  lesson, 
and  Frank  H.  Moyer  led  in  prayer,  the  pastor  made  a brief  ad- 
dress. He  said  it  would  be  unkind  for  him  to  keep  the  people 
in  suspense,  in  regard  to  the  debt,  until  after  the  addresses,  and 
he  felt  the  speakers  would  be  still  more  eloquent  with  the  addi- 
tion of  a little  fire,  so  he  proposed  to  burn  the  mortgage  at  this 
time.  He  gave  the  people  the  amount  ot  the  unpaid  pledges, 
which  he  was  sure  would  be  paid  in  a short  time,  and  the  cash 
receipts,  and  then  he  called  on  the  treasurer,  D.  Frank  Knerr, 
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to  state  whether  he  was  satisfied  with  the  statement,  and  he 
arose  and  replied  very  heartily,  “Yes,  I am.“  The  pastor 
paid  a glowing  tribute  to  the  past  work  of  the  Young  People’s 
Society,  which  had  done  so  much  for  the  congregation  in  the 
purchase  of  the  fine  pipe  organ,  and  the  valuable  lot  at  Fifth  and 
Allen  streets,  and  suggested  that  the  evening’s  offerings  should 
be  given  in  honor  of  the  society,  which  amounted  to  $6o. 
Then  James  F.  Hunsicker,  D.  Frank  Knerr  and  A.  P.  Ringer, 
the  officers  of  the  congregation,  came  forward  in  response  to 
their  names.  It  was  the  desire  of  the  pastor  that  Prof.  George 
W.  Richards  should  have  the  honor  of  setting  the  mortgage  on 
fire,  but  on  account  of  pressing  duties  in  the  Seminary  he  was 
unable  to  be  present.  Mr.  Hunsicker  then  struck  a match,  and 
Messrs.  Knerr  and  Ringer  held  the  receptacle  for  the  mortgage, 
and  as  it  was  being  consumed  Prof.  Ruhe  struck  up  the  grand 
old  doxology,  “Praise  God  from  whom  all  blessings  flow,’’  in 
which  the  congregation  united  with  heart  and  soul.  This  was 
not  enough  for  the  elated  pastor,  so  he  announced  the  first  verse 
of  the  classic  hymn  of  thanksgiving,  “ Nun  danket  alle  Gott.’’ 
The  speakers  of  th^  evening  were  Revs.  T.  W.  Dickert, 
President  of  the  Classis  of  Lehigh,  T.  J.  Hacker,  President  of 
Eastern  Synod,  and  D.  E.  Schoedler,  Stated  Clerk  of  the  Classis 
of  Lehigh,  who  brought  the  greetings  of  their  people  and  then 
spoke  in  their  official  capacity.  Salem  Church  has  the  proud 
distinction  of  being  not  only  the  largest  congregation  and  school 
in  the  denomination,  but  also  of  having  always  paid  its  appor- 
tionments in  full  to  Classis.  Rev.  Dickert  said,  this  is  due  to 
the  loyalty  of  the  pastors  whose  hearts  have  been  warm  with 
love  for  the  Reformed  Church. 
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The  Chronicle  and  News/^  from  whose  columns  we 
have  made  frequent  quotations  in  this  History,  says  of  the 
pastor : The  fact  that  Dr.  Bartholomew  was  able  to  wipe 

out  this  enormous  debt,  during  the  first  year  of  his  pastorate, 
speaks  well  for  his  executive  ability,  and  should  give  him  the 
confidence  of  the  members,  and  it  is  proof  of  the  words  of  praise 
that  preceded  him  before  his  acceptance  of  the  charge.  Few 
pastors  coming  in  a strange  congregation  would  have  had  the 
courage  to  grapple  with  such  a monstrous  debt,  but  the  pastor 
of  Salem  has  great  faith  in  God  and  all  confidence  in  his  people. 
As  the  speakers  reiterated,  again  and  again,  the  congregation  has 
now  attained  a position  in  which  it  can  do  a vast  amount  of 
spiritual  good  in  the  community,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  they 
will  follow  where  their  pastor  leads,  assured  that  all  will  re- 
dound in  honor  to  them  and  in  glory  to  their  Master.’’ 
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CHAPTER  XXV 
Scltool 

OEPTEMBER  19th,  1875,  marks  the  organization  of  the  Sun- 
day  School.  On  that  day  there  was  an  enrollment  of  68. 
The  first  officers  were  : Superintendent,  George  W.  Hartzell ; 

Assistant  Superintendent,  A.  L.  Newhart;  President,  A.  E. 
Heist ; Secretary,  P.  A.  Fenstermacher ; Assistant  Secretary,  J. 
Henry  Lawfer ; Treasurer,  James  F.  Hunsicker ; Librarian, 
William  B.  Schaffer.  These  brethren  were  well  qualified  for 
their  respective  positions,  and  they  had  the  interests  of  the 
school  at  heart,  as  is  evident  from  its  wondrous  growth  the  first 
year. 

In  his  second  annual  report,  the  Secretary,  P.  A.  Fenster- 
macher, makes  these  encouraging  remarks  : ‘‘No  one  can  fail 

to  see  the  marked  change  under  which  we  hold  this  anniver- 
sary from  the  previous  one  (although  the  first  anniversary  was 
celebrated  in  this  building,  yet  it  was  still  in  the  hands  of  the 
mechanics)  on  all  sides  and  in  all  departments  there  have  been 
decided  improvements.  We  need  but  call  your  attention  to  the 
beautiful  room  we  now  possess,  with  main,  infant  and  Bible 
class  departments,  all  handsomely  furnished.  The  number  of 
our  school  has  increased  from  153  to  606.  More  money  has 
been  collected,  and  we  do  not  hesitate  to  say  that  a greater  in- 
terest is  taken  by  old  and  young,  than  at  any  time  before,  for 
advancing  the  school  in  the  Word  which  is  to  prepare  us  for  the 
future  life.'’  The  receipts  from  September  19th,  1875,  to  Jan- 
uary 6th,  1877,  amounted  to  $472. gg.  The  largest  increase  in 
membership  was  during  the  second  year,  when  the  statistics 
show  a net  gain  of  453. 
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From  the  early  records  we  infer  that  George  W.  Hartzell, 
the  first  superintendent,  was  an  efficient  leader,  and  he  took  a 
prominent  part  in  the  introduction  of  the  International  Lesson 
Leaf,  the  Child’s  Treasury  and  other  helpful  tracts.  As  an 
active  elder  in  the  congregation  and  a regular  student  of  the 
German  Bible  Class,  he  still  takes  a deep  interest  in  the  wel- 
fare of  Salem  Church.  The  school  celebrated  its  first  anniver- 
sary with  an  elegant  supper  at  which  time  the  odd  sum  of 
$222.22  was  realized. 

The  Church  Festivals  have  always  been  kept  with  ap- 
propriate services,  and  these  occasions  became  rally  days  for 
the  school.  One  of  the  interesting  features  has  been  the  an- 
nual pic-nic.  It  may  be  safely  said,  that  no  other  school  in  the 
Lehigh  Valley  has  drawn  the  crowds  that  Salem  did.  The  mem- 
bers of  the  school  possess  a spirit  of  loyalty  which  always  in- 
sures success  in  every  undertaking.  It  would  be  very  interest- 
ing to  trace  the  history  of  each  year’s  growth,  but  the  space  at 
our  command  will  not  permit  it.  Perhaps  the  present  condi- 
tion of  the  school  can  best  be  seen  by  quoting  extracts  from  the 
excellent  annual  report  read  at  the  Twenty -fifth  Anniversary 
services  by  the  able  secretary,  John  H.  Danner. 

“With  this  anniversary,  the  Sunday  School  of  Salem 
Reformed  Church  rounds  out  the  first  quarter  of  a century  of 
its  history.  A review  of  the  records  of  the  past  year  reveal 
many  things  of  interest,  but  in  a brief  report  like  this,  we  can 
only  give  the  bare  facts.  There  has  been  a steady  gain  along 
all  lines  of  our  work.  The  enrollment,  the  average  attendance, 
and  the  amount  of  the  offerings  show  large  increase.  It  seems 
the  time  was  here  for  reaping  the  fruit  of  the  seed  sown  by 
loving  hands  in  former  years.  What  we  are,  we  owe  to  the 
grace  of  God,  and  to  his  holy  name  we  ascribe  all  the  praise.” 
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The  school  enters  upon  the  Twentieth  Century  with  a 
membership  of  over  two  thousand.  It  has  been  a source  of 
constant  joy  to  us  to  enroll  the  237  members  during  the  year. 
Our  average  attendance  has  been  1265,  an  increase  of,  at  least, 
one  hundred  over  the  preceding  years.  On  January  14th,  the 
largest  number  was  present,  1690,  and  on  September  2nd,  the 
smallest  number,  779.  At  the  service  on  Christmas  Eve  the 
attendance,  by  actual  count,  was  2081.  The  members  who  at- 
tend regularly  deserve  great  credit,  and  we  trust  their  noble 
example  will  stimulate  many  others  to  help  swell  the  Roll  of 
Honor.^^ 

‘*The  present  officers  are:  Pastor,  Rev.  A.  R.  Bar- 

tiiolomew,  D.  D. ; Superintendent,  James  F.  Hunsicker ; As- 
sistant Superintendents,  J.  M.  Grimley  and  Harrison  E.  Ruhe; 
Secretary,  John  H.  Danner ; Assistant  Secretary,  E.  O.  Schaf- 
fer; Treasurer,  Frank  A.  Arner ; Librarian,  Israel  J.  Ritter ; 
Assistant  Librarians,  Alfred  M.  Schraden,  William  C.  Landis, 
Thomas  Keim  and  James  Seagreaves.’* 

*‘On  June  3rd,  1900,  the  new  constitution  went  into 
effect,  which,  among  other  changes,  provides  for  the  manage- 
ment of  the  school  by  a Board  of  Control,  composed  of  fifteen 
members,  including  the  pastor  and  superintendent,  three  elders 
to  be  chosen  of  and  by  the  Consistory,  and  ten  members  to  be 
chosen  of  and  by  the  officers  and  teachers.’’ 

There  are  four  main  departments  in  the  school:  primary, 
junior,  intermediate  and  senior.  The  primary  department  has 
three  sections,  including  the  children  from  two  to  ten  years  of 
age.  The  junior  department  is  composed  of  three  Bible  classes. 
The  intermediate  department  consists  of  thirty-seven  classes. 
The  senior  department  embraces  the  five  large  Bible  classes. 
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Besides,  there  is  also  a Normal  Class  for  the  training  of  teach- 
ers, whose  members  serve  as  substitutes  in  the  absence  of  the 
regular  teachers.'' 

‘*The  school  has  made  commendable  progress  in  its  be- 
nevolent offerings,  and  we  are  happy  to  note  liberal  con- 
tributions towards  the  following  worthy  objects : Allentown 

Hospital,  ^89.04;  Bethany  Orphans'  Home,  Sunday 

School  Board  for  Missions,  $74.27 ; classical  apportionment, 
$171.98;  total,  $648.75.  In  addition  to  this  amount  the  Young 
Ladies'  Bible  Class  gave  the  pastor  last  Christmas  $50  to  be 
applied  to  missions  and  the  poor."  ^ 

"The  Salem  and  English  Bible  Classes  have  secured  at 
their  own  expense,  two  fine  rolling  partitions  for  their  rooms, 
which  add  greatly  to  the  comfort  of  the  teachers.  The  three 
Junior  Bible  Classes  have  procured  handsome  name  registers, 
and  paid  for  them.  The  primary  department  will  also  be  pro- 
vided with  three  of  these  registers.  The  new  Sunday  School 
Hymnal  was  introduced  into  this  department  with  great  accept- 
ance to  the  teachers  and  scholars.  A new  feature  in  the  school 
is  the  Cradle  Roll  which  promises  good  results.  Mrs.  J.  George 
Snyder  is  its  superintendent,  and  we  express  the  wish  that  by 
the  end  of  the  present  year  the  names  of  all  our  infant  children 
may  adorn  this  pretty  roll.  It  is  worthy  of  special  note  that 
the  school  through  its  several  classes  has  promised  $3180.50 
towards  the  payment  of  the  remainder  of  the  chapel  debt." 

" Whilst  we  have  been  busy  in  advancing  the  best  inter- 
ests of  the  school,  the  reaper  Death  has  not  been  idle.  Thirteen 
of  our  members  have  been  cut  down  by  his  sickle,  and  we 
mourn  their  loss.  All  ages  and  ranks  have  fallen  a prey  at  his 
feet,  and  we  do  well  to  heed  the  solemn  admonition,  "Watch 
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and  Pray.”  The  Lord  grant  that  their  departure  has  been  a 
real  promotion  to  them,  a graduation  from  the  school  on  earth 
into  the  school  in  heaven,  and  that  as  they  are  happier,  so  we 
may  be  richer  for  their  entrance  into  the  spirit  world.  The 
names  of  those  who  have  fallen  asleep  are  as  follows  : Annie 

Diehl,  William  E.  Knerr,  Estelle  I.  Scheirer,  Lucetta  A.  Sam- 
uels, David  B.  Weaver,  Jacob  Bantz,  Diana  T.  Blose,  Florence 
E.  Fink,  Alice  M.  Rattler,  Barbara  Bantz,  Mamie  Diefenderfer, 
Lilian  Helfrich  and  Florence  Moyer.  May  their  memory  be 
kept  alive  by  us,  for  their  works  do  follow  them.” 

**  On  account  of  their  old  age,  their  strong  attachment 
to  the  church,  and  their  faithful  attendance  at  school,  a sense  of 
duty  prompts  us  to  make  special  reference  to  the  death  of  Jacob 
and  Barbara  Bantz,  who  left  no  near  kindred  to  mourn  their 
loss,  but  whose  mortal  remains  were  accompanied  to  their  last 
resting  place  by  many  members  of  the  German  Bible  Class  who 
took  the  place  of  mourners.  The  school  will  hold  these  aged 
servants  of  God  in  grateful  remembrance  for  their  interest  in 
its  welfare.” 

Fully  one-half  of  the  membership  in  our  school  is  made 
up  of  adults.  This  is  one  of  its  special  features.  It  is  a great 
joy  to  look  into  the  faces  of  many  scholars  who  have  grown 
gray  in  the  service  of  their  Master.  We  feel  it  is  due  the  five 
large  Bible  classes  that  they  should,  each  one,  relate  the  story 
of  their  progress,  and  the  same  to  form  a part  of  this  history. 
That  the  strength  of  the  school  depends  very  largely  upon  these 
classes  no  one  will  dispute  who  is  at  all  familiar  with  the  valu- 
able help  they  are  ever  rendering  in  the  onward  march  of  our 
growth. 
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GERMAN  BIBLE  CLASS 
REV.  A.  R.  BARTHOLOMEW,  D.  D.,  Teacher 
HE  German  Bible  Class  is  the  oldest  of  the  five  large  Bible 


Classes  in  the  Sunday  School.  Its  membership  is  com- 
posed, mainly,  of  the  older  people,  the  fathers  and  mothers, 
of  the  congregation.  The  origin  of  the  class  is  collateral  to  that 
of  the  church  itself.  Its  history  dates  back  a quarter  of  a cen- 
tury, and  divides  itself  into  two  grand  epochs,  or  periods,  viz: 
the  unorganized  period,  from  1876  to  1891  ; and  the  organized 
period,  from  1891  to  the  present  time. 

Immediately  after  the  occupancy  of  the  lecture-room  of 
the  church,  the  class  was  informally  organized,  under  the  lead- 
ership of  the  first  pastor,  the  devoted  Dr.  Dubbs.  At  first,  the 
class  was  but  small,  consisting  of  about  40  persons,  who  met 
from  Sunday  to  Sunday,  and  were  taught  at  different  times  by 
the -regular  teacher,  and  by  William  B.  Schaffer  and  Benjamin 
K.  Hamm  as  assistants.  After  several  years  of  toil,  the  class 
became  so  large  that  it  was  found  necessary  to  provide  a record 
of  its  members,  and  a Roll  Book  was  procured,  and  John  H. 
Danner  kept  a record  of  the  attendance.  Later  on  Edwin  H. 
Huffort  had  charge  of  it.  Oscar  M.  Scheirer  acted  as  Treas- 
urer, and  Oscar  S.  Bogert  as  Librarian  and  Usher.  The  latter 
still  retains  the  same  position,  and  is  one  of  the  most  earnest 
workers  in  the  school. 

By  January  25th,  1891,  the  class  numbered  125,  and 
that  day  became  memorable  in  its  history  as  the  time  of  its  or- 
ganization as  a distinct  branch  of  the  school.  At  the  same  meet- 
ing an  election  was  held  for  the  first  officers,  who  served  for 
one  year."^  The  result  was  as  follows : President,  Edwin  H. 

Huffort;  Vice  President,  Jacob  A.  Lawfer ; Secretary,  Mrs. 
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Kate  Lester ; Librarian,  Oscar  S.  Bogert.  From  this  time  on 
the  secretary  kept  the  proceedings  of  the  class,  and  the  mem- 
bership steadily  increased  until  its  present  enrollment  is  301. 
There  has  been  an  attendance  of  over  200  on  different  occasions. 
The  members  manifest  a great  interest  in  the  class,  and  a num- 
ber of  them  are  regular  attendants,  which  is  a rare  occurrence 
in  view  of  the  fact  that  they  are  advanced  in  years. 

The  class  enjoys  the  distinction  of  having  as  its  teachers, 
the  pastors  of  the  church,  and  they  have  shown  their  apprecia- 
tion of  this  privilege  by  liberal  contributions  to  all  the  Christian 
activities  of  the  school.  During  the  struggle  to  raise  the  debt 
of  $i2y400,  the  special  offerings  of  the  members,  exclusive  of 
their  individual  subscriptions,  amounted  to  $1031.  The  contri- 
butions of  the  class  towards  the  chapel,  and  other  worthy 
causes,  would  aggregate  several  thousand  dollars. 

Many  of  the  faithful  workers  of  the  class  have  gone  to 
their  eternal  home,  whilst  others  are  waiting  in  their  old  age  for 
the  final  summons.  Thanks  be  to  God,  a noble  army  remains 
in  active  service,  ready  to  do  and  to  give  for  the  greater  glory 
of  God  and  the  wider  spread  of  the  Gospel. 

The  officers  are  : President,  Joshua  E.  Leaser : Vice 

President,  George  W.  Hartzell ; Secretary,  C.  J.  Dilcher ; As- 
sistant Secretary,  Mrs.  S.  J.  Minninger ; Treasurer,  Oscar  E. 
Butz  ; Librarian,  Oscar  S.  Bogert. 

C.  J.  DILCHER,  Secretary. 
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ENGLISH  BIBLE  CLASS 
PROF.  HARRISON  E.  RUHE,  Teacher 
'^WENTY  YEARS,  with  all  their  joys  and  sorrows,  have 
passed  away  since  the  organization  of  the  English  Bible 
Class,  and  with  great  pleasure  do  we  take  a retrospect  of  our 
labors,  thanking  God  for  what  He  has  done  for  us,  and  through 
us,  as  a class.  In  the  Fall  of  the  year  1880,  the  necessity  was 
felt  for  the  continued  welfare  of  our  beloved  Sunday  School, 
that  an  English  Bible  Class  should  be  organized,  where  the 
young  people  might  further  be  instructed  in  the  way  of  right- 
eousness and  holiness.  A class  was  begun  with  a membership 
of  eight,  with  the  lamented  P.  A.  Fenstermacher  as  teacher. 
They  were  stationed  in  a small  corner  of  the  main  department 
in  the  lecture-room  of  the  church.  In  the  beginning  of  the  year 
1881,  their  teacher,  who  has  since  gone  to  his  eternal  reward, 
removed  West,  and  the  present  teacher,  at  that  time  already 
the  organist  of  the  church.  Was  urged  by  the  pastor  to  take 
charge  of  the  class  until  a suitable  person  could  be  appointed. 
In  a short  time  the  class  doubled  in  size  and  continued  to  grow 
so  rapidly,  that  Prof.  Ruhe  was  persuaded  to  serve  as  regular 
teacher.  He  brought  to  his  work  the  loving  zeal  and  devotion 
which  have  characterized  all  his  labors  in  the  congregation,  and 
the  growth  of  the  class  was  so  remarkable,  that  in  a short  time 
it  became  necessary  to  fit  up  the  room  under  the  vestibule  of 
the  church  (now  the  Reading  Room)  in  which  the  class  found 
accommodations  for  over  a hundred  scholars.  Finally  the  class 
was  compelled  to  seek  larger  quarters,  and  then  assembled  in 
the  main  audience  room  of  the  church.  In  a few  years,  by  the 
grace  of  God  and  under  the  faithful  care  and  guidance  of  the 
teacher,  the  class  roll  increased  until  it  numbered  412  members. 


English  Btrle  Class 


137 


and  attained  an  average  attendance  for  the  year  1894  of  323 
members. 

Upon  the  completion  of  the  fine  Sunday  School  Chapel, 
the  class  was  taken  into  the  new  building,  and  to  facilitate  the 
proper  teaching  of  the  members,  was  divided  practically  into 
three  sections  : one  section  retaining  the  original  name.  The 
English  Bible  Class,  which  is  still  taught  by  the  same  teacher. 
At  present  there  is  a membership  of  165,  with  an  average  at- 
tendance last  year  of  103.  Since  the  organization  of  the  class, 
it  has  lost  by  death  37  members.  Out  of  this  class  have  also 
come  many  recruits  to  the  teaching  force  of  the  school,  and  they 
have  proven  very  faithful  workers  in  the  vineyard  of  the  Master. 

From  September  1895  to  November  ist,  1900,  the  class 
contributed  to  the  Building  Fund  almost  $1600.  During  the 
last  year  they  contributed  to  the  General  Fund  of  the  school, 
$83.20;  to  Missions,  $26.30;  to  the  Allentown  Hospital,  $32, 
and  $100  for  the  handsome  windows  in  the  chapel.  Not  unto 
us,  but  unto  Thee,  O God  ! do  we  give  the  glory. 

Among  its  members,  the  class  has  organized  a Guild, 
known  as  the  Social  Circle  of  the  English  Bible  Class,  which 
meets  semi-monthly  at  their  homes.  This  society  has  been  the 
means  of  promoting  a very  friendly  and  social  feeling  among 
the  members,  and  very  successful  in  all  its  undertakings.  They 
also  subscribed  a neat  sum  towards  the  Chapel  Fund.  The  of- 
ficers of  the  Circle  are  : President,  Miss  Stella  Bogert ; Vice 

President,  Mrs.  Laura  Longendorfer ; Secretary,  Miss  Jennie 
Wisser ; Assistant  Secretary,  Miss  Alice  Diehl ; Treasurer,  Miss 
Ella  E.  Nonnemacher.  The  roll  numbers  thirty  members. 

The  Bible  Class  has  a Social  Committee,  who  look  after 
its  social  interests ; a Sick  Committee,  who  visit  the  sick  ; a 
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Flower  Committee,  who  supply  flowers  when  needed  ; a Look- 
out Committee,  whose  duty  it  is  to  encourage  the  tardy  and 
add  new  members. 

The  officers  are  : President,  Miss  Alice  H.  Ziegler ; Vice 
President,  Miss  Sallie  Fetzer ; Secretary,  Miss  Stella  Bogert ; 
Assistant  Secretary,  Miss  Jennie  Wisser ; Treasurer,  Miss 
Emma  E.  Dech  ; Librarians,  Horace  Oberly,  W.  J.  Koons, 
Preston  Lobach  and  Theodore  F.  Slamp. 

Thus  we  close  this  brief  history  of  the  class,  and  pray  that 
with  the  help  of  God  we  may  continue  in  the  good  work,  and 
that  the  future  may  be  still  more  fruitful  than  the  past. 

STELLA  BOGERT,  Teacher. 

YOUNG  LADIES’  BIBLE  CLASS 
MR.  ALVIN  W.  LAWFER,  Teacher 
|N  the  Spring  of  1886,  the  main  department  of  the  Sunday 
School  was  increased  by  eight  new  members  from  the  in- 
fant department.  The  names  were  as  follows  : Hattie  E.  Har- 
ing, Hattie  L.  Hartzell,  Gertrude  L.  and  Helen  A.  Ruhe,  Flor- 
rence  S.  Scheetz,  Minnie  R-.  Snyder,  Sallie  Warmkessel  and 
Sadie  T.  Grimley.  We  were  promptly  organized  as  a class, 
under  the  direction  of  our  ever  worthy  teacher,  Mr.  Alvin  W. 
Lawfer.  The  class,  then  known  as  No.  29,  was  stationed  di- 
rectly in  front  of  the  superintendent’s  desk,  thus  giving  us 
various  opportunities  for  good  behaviour.  We  were  immedi- 
ately given  lesson  leaves  and  allowed  to  read.  From  this  time 
forward  we  began  to  distinguish  ourselves,  and  all  became  very 
enthusiastic  and  vied  with  each  other  as  to  which  one  could 
read  the  best.  No  sooner  had  we  been  organized  when  our 
number  was  increased  by  little  tots  from  the  same  school,  and 
other  girls,  who  were  not  as  yet  interested  in  any  Sunday 
School  work. 
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During  the  early  stages  of  the  class  nothing  of  particular 
importance  occurred  ; but  we  shall  never  forget  the  time  when 
the  banners  were  first  introduced.  This  caused  the  members 
to  be  so  regular  that  the  banner  for  the  best  attendance  was  in- 
variably presented  to  the  girls  of  No.  29.  The  class  gradually 
grew  until  our  allotted  seats  were  filled,  and  the  aisles  blocked 
with  a large  number  of  extra  chairs.  Our  teacher  often  en- 
couraged us  by  saying,  that  if  the  class  should  continue  to  in- 
crease so  rapidly,  he  would  be  compelled  to  build  a balcony  for 
the  better  accommodation  of  his  little  girls.  Shortly  thereafter 
we  were  transferred  to  the  rear  part  of  the  room,  a place  for- 
merly occupied  by  the  English  Bible  Class.  Many  pleasant  and 
profitable  hours  were  spent  during  the  first  five  year’s  stay  in 
this  room. 

On  October  28th,  1894,  a permanent  organization  of  the 
class  was  formed,  and  several  committees  appointed  to  more 
thoroughly  systematize  the  work  to  be  undertaken  in  the  near 
future.  This  room  again,  like  all  other  departments  of  the 
school,  was  overcrowded  ; and  a serious  question  confronted  all 
as  to  what  should  be  done  to  secure  more  room.  After  many 
feasible  plans  had  been  formulated  and  submitted,  it  at  last  cul- 
minated in  the  erection  of  the  present  beautiful  chapel.  Upon 
its  completion  we  were  assigned  the  northern  side  of  the  bal- 
cony, and  our  name  was  changed  to  The  Young  Ladies’  Bible 
Class.”  Thus,  like  the  oak  tree  from  the  acorn  grows,  this 
class  has  increased  from  eight  little  girls  to  one  hundred  and 
sixty-eight  young  ladies,  all  working  in  the  vineyard  of  the 
Lord,  preparing  for  our  Heavenly  Home  when  we  shall  be  called 
hence.  Miss  Katie  L.  Diefenderfer,  Miss  Minnie  Leah  Snyder, 
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Mrs.  George  W.  Hunsicker,  Miss  Estella  Irene  Scheirer,  Mrs. 
Mary  Scherer  Sterner  and  Miss  Katie  L.  Fulmer  have  already 
been  called  to  the  abode  beyond. 

It  is  with  pleasure  that  we  narrate  a few  of  our  many 
successful  entertainments.  At  the  first  Open  Social,  held  in 
the  large  new  Sunday  School  Chapel,  March  loth,  1896,  a 
splendid  program  was  rendered  and  a silver  collection  lifted. 
The  proceeds  amounted  to  $75.24,  and  were  devoted  to  the 
Piano  Fund.  Of  the  Butterfly  Social  we  exclaim  with  the  poet, 
A thing  of  beauty  is  a joy  forever  V*  The  class  cleared  $202.33 
for  the  Building  Fund.  The  second  Annual  Social  was  given 
April  27th,  1897.  The  net  receipts  were  $427.30.  The  fruits 
of  the  above  entertainments,  with  several  liberal  private  sub- 
scriptions, were  transformed  into  a beautiful  Chickering  Baby 
Grand  Piano,  which  was  donated  to  the  Sunday  School.  April 
14th,  1898,  was  the  banner  night  of  the  class.  Then  it  was 
that  the  brave  sons  of  Franklin  and  Marshall  College  enter- 
tained an  audience  of  1400.  The  net  sum  realized  was  $513.45, 
of  which  $220  (class  apportionment)  were  given  towards  the 
Building  Fund.  One  of  the  most  beneficial  improvements  added 
to  the  class  in  1899  was  the  rolling  partition,  which  cost  $180.69, 
May  20th,  1900,  the  young  ladies  subscribed  $1009.00  towards 
the  payment  of  the  chapel  debt,  which  amount  was  paid  by 
check  on  November  25th,  1900.  It  has  been  an  annual  priv- 
ilege of  ours  to  present  a check  of  $ 50  and  over  to  the  pastor ; 
one-half  of  the  amount  to  be  applied  to  the  cause  of  Missions, 
and  the  balance  to  our  friends  in  need. 

We  indeed  take  great  pleasure  in  making  mention  of  our 
honorary  members.  Rev.  Prof.  George  W.  Richards,  Dr.  C.  D. 
Schaeffer  and  iMr.  Milton  T.  J.  Ochs,  all  of  whom  have  very 
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kindly  remembered  us  financially  on  different  occasions ; and 
our  medical  friend,  not  even  satisfied  with  his  liberal  contribu- 
tions, presented  the  three  beautiful  imported  palms  which  adorn 
the  class  room.  Mrs.  Kate  Balliet,  who  has  enjoyed  the  dis- 
tinction of  being  an  honorary  member  for  years,  has  joined  the 
class  as  a regular  attendant.  Her  presence  is  appreciated  by  all. 
There  have  occurred  from  time  to  time  a number  of  other  very 
agreeable  incidents  which  the  writer  would  be  delighted  to  men- 
tion, but  limited  space  forbids. 

The  young  ladies  are  thankful  to  the  Giver  of  all  good 
gifts,  for  His  great  goodness,  in  permitting  us  to  enjoy,  every  Sab- 
bath, the  wise  counsel  and  good  example  of  our  model  teacher. 
To  his  constant  skill  and  unwearying  efforts  is  due,  under  the 
divine  benediction,  the  great  achievements  and  flourishing  con- 
dition of  the  class. 

The  present  officers  are  : President,  Miss  Elsie  C.  Erd- 

man  ; Vice  Presidents,  Miss  Sallie  E.  Warmkessel,  Mrs.  Estella 
G.  Fatzinger ; Secretary,  Miss  Katie  S.  Ochs  ; Treasurer,  Miss 
Ella  J.  Schneck. 

SADIE  T.  GRIMLEY,  Historian. 

YOUNG  PEOPLE’S  BIBLE  CLASS 
MR.  B.  FRANK  MOHR,  Teacher 

TN  the  sphere  of  religion  as  well  as  in  the  domain  of  nature, 
everything  that  exists,  and  has  its  being,  is  the  result  of 
development.  The  old  and  trite  saying,  Large  trees  from  lit- 
tle acorns  grow,”  embodies  a principle  which  is  as  applicable  to 
systems  and  institutions  as  it  is  to  animate  nature.  By  succes- 
sive steps  we  expand  until  our  destiny  is  fulfilled.  The  forces 
at  work  in  our  lives  are  ever  active,  and  whether  they  work  for 
good  or  ill  depends,  to  a great  extent,  on  how  we  use  them.  And 
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where  have  the  great  moral  forces  their  inception  ? Is  not  the 
place  in  the  heart  of  the  Sunday  School,  the  nursery  of  God, 
where  the  plants  of  grace  grow  from  the  seeds  of  truth,  and 
stand  for  righteousness  and  justice  in  the  kingdom  of  God  ? 
Here  is  that  precious  corner-stone,  the  Bible,  the  inculcation  of 
whose  truths  produces  the  fear  of  God  which  is  the  beginning 
of  wisdom.  These  thoughts  came  to  my  mind  in  writing  the 
history  of  the  Young  People’s  Bible  Class,  by  the  work  it  has 
done,  by  its  glorious  past,  and,  as  we  hope,  by  its  still  more 
fruitful  future. 

Its  start  was  humble,  as  nearly  all  great  enterprises  are, 
but  by  hard  and  patient  labor,  on  the  part  of  teacher  and  schol- 
ars, an  eminence  has  been  won  of  which  the  class  can  be 
justly  proud.  The  Young  People’s  Bible  Class  was  born,  we 
may  say,  on  the  first  Sunday  in  September,  1889,  when  eight 
girls  were  promoted  from  the  infant  department  to  the  main 
school,  and  were  given  in  charge  of  the  present  teacher,  the 
class  Number  being  40.  Probably  no  one  ever  dreamt  of  the 
work  before  the  class,  of  the  future  that  awaited  it,  or  of  the 
good  that  might  be  accomplished.  Great  changes  have  taken 
place  since  that  Sunday  in  September.  Many  in  the  congrega- 
tion and  school  have  obeyed  the  summons  of  their  Master  and 
have  gone  to  those  mansions,  not  built  with  hands,  eternal  in 
the  heavens,  where  they  now  rest  from  their  labors. 

The  class  increased  in  membership  and  interest.  Sunday 
after  Sunday,  found  us  in  our  places,  all  alike  interested  in 
the  work,  and  each  unceasing  in  its  efforts  to  increase  and 
strengthen  the  class,  not  only  numerically,  but  spiritually,  and 
we  have  been  successful  beyond  our  fondest  hopes. 
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■ On  December  6th,  1895,  the  Young  People's  Bible  Class 
was  organized  with  fifty -five  members.  The  first  officers  were: 
President,  George  W.  Hunsicker ; Secretary,  Miss  Mamie 
Koons ; Treasurer,  Elmer  A.  Guth ; Librarian,  H.  F.  Lehr. 
This  was  simply  the  stamp,  the  worth  was  intrinsic  in  the  arti- 
cle. To-day  the  class  numbers  one  hundred  and  fifty.  Truly 
a great  increase,  and  we  find  ample  cause  for  rejoicing.  Of  the 
eight  original  members  five  are  still  with  us.  Does  that  not 
speak  well  for  their  steadfastness  ? The  other  three,  equally 
worthy,  have  found  in  married  life  a different  sphere  of  work 
and  usefulness.  This  is  a record  of  which  we  can  feel  proud. 
Only  one  death  occurred  in  the  class  since  its  organization,  for 
which  we  are  deeply  grateful.  The  one  to  obey  that  summons 
was  Mrs.  Agnes  Kern,  who  died  on  March  20th,  1899. 

In  closing  this  brief  history,  we  do  not  in  any  way  de- 
sire to  exalt  ourselves.  All  of  us  have  striven  humbly  and 
prayerfully  according  to  the  light  with  which  God  has  endued 
us,  to  advance  the  cause  of  the  church  and  school,  which  is 
His  cause,  and  if  our  work  and  that  of  the  class  has  brought 
forth  good  fruit,  to  Him,  who  is  the  Giver  of  all  good  and  per- 
fect gifts,  be  all  honor  and  praise.  Of  what  we  have  done  as 
a class  in  the  cause  of  charity,  it  becometh  us  not  to  speak,  for 
“Let  not  your  left  hand  know  what  your  right  hand  doeth." 
This  is  the  motto  of  our  class.  Still  we  feel  happy  in  reporting 
that  we  have  paid  in  extra  offerings,  towards  the  improvement 
of  our  room,  including  the  rolling  partition,  and  the  general 
building  fund,  the  sum  of  at  least  ;^iioo. 

The  present  officers  are  : President,  W.  C.  Hoats  ; Vice 
President,  W.  J.  Thomas ; Secretary,  Miss  Daisy  Schlosser ; 
Assistant  Secretary,  Miss  Emma  Peters  ; Treasurer,  E.  H.  Weth- 
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erhold  ; Librarians,  H.  F.  Lehr,  Geo.  E.  Wetzel  1 ; Ushers, -Oli- 
ver Schlosser,  Elwood  Davis,  Herbert  Keller. 

May  the  record  of  the  past  be  the  inspiration  for  the  fu- 
ture; and  may  the  Young  People’s  Bible  Class  continue  to  be 
an  honor  to  the  church  and  the  school,  and  finding  in  the  work 
of  the  Master  its  greatest  consolation. 

DAISY  SCHLOSSER,  Secretary. 

SALEM  BIBLE  CLASS 
DR.  N.  C.  E.  GUTH,  Teacher 

T^HE  Salem  Bible  Class  is  an  outgrowth  of  the  English  Bible 
Class,  which  had  grown  to  such  large  proportions  as  to 
make  it  difficult  for  the  teacher  to  instruct  all  with  ease  to  him- 
self, or  profit  to  the  scholars.  On  the  first  day  of  November, 
1895,  the  class  was  organized,  and  the  present  teacher.  Dr. 
Guth,  took  charge  of  the  same.  There  were  65  members  pres- 
ent. All  were  strangers  to  the  teacher,  but  by  his  kind  ways 
he  soon  won  their  love  and  esteem,  and  up  to  this  time  he  has 
been  highly  successful  in  his  labors.  The  first  olficers  were  : 
President,  Victor  M.  Fry  : Secretary,  Samuel  A.  Moyer ; Treas- 
urer, W.  F.  Neff.  The  class  has  had  a steady  growth,  and  this 
is  remarkable,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  membership  is  com- 
posed of  men  and  women,  and  of  varied  ages.  The  present 
enrollment  is  160.  A delightful  feature  of  the  class  has  been 
its  anniversaries,  which  have  been  regularly  held  with  appro- 
priate services,  and  which  always  attract  large  audiences.  The 
last  anniversary  was  especially  interesting,  inasmuch  as  Dr. 
Guth  had  secured  four  young  ladies  from  the  Overbrook  Asylum 
for  the  Blind  in  Philadelphia,  who  gave  a most  charming  con- 
cert. They  were  the  recipients  of  $66  for  their  kind  services. 
The  collections  for  the  five  years  aggregate  about  ^1500.  Of 
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this  amount  the  regular  offerings  were  $352,  the  benevolent 
offerings  ^291,  and  the  chapel  debt  and  improvements,  ^843. 
The  class  has  been  loyal  to  the  best  interests  of  the  school,  and 
the  apt  teacher,  on  account  of  professional  duties,  had  to  sacri- 
fice much  of  his  time  in  building  up  the  members  in  the 
doctrines  and  duties  of  our  holy  religion.  There  have  been  six 
deaths  in  the  class  : Clifford  Serfass,  Arthur  Newhard,  Charles 
Hamm,  George  Schwartz,  Charles  Heft  and  Katie  E.  Freeman. 
Mr.  Schwartz  was  a soldier  in  the  late  American-Spanish  war, 
and  he  died  in  the  service  of  his  country. 

Officers  : President,  Dr.  H.  W.  Guth  ; Vice  President, 

George  S.  Frantz;  Secretary,  William  E.  Seitz;  Assistant  Sec- 
retaries, Misses  Minnie  L.  Kline,  Lizzie  Engler ; Treasurer,  O. 
P.  Schlosser ; Ushers,  Harry  Gift,  E.  H.  Diefenderfer,  Charles 
Bartholomew,  Charles  Borneman. 

WILLIAM  E.  SEITZ,  Secretary. 

We  would  like  to  mention,  by  name,  all  the  earnest  workers 
in  the  school  who  now  rest  from  their  labors,  but  the  data  at 
hand  will  not  warrant  it.  P.  A.  Fenstermacher  took  a deep  in- 
terest in  the  work,  as  is  evident  from  his  annual  reports.  Henry 
Hillegas,  the  first  superintendent  of  the  infant  school,  was  a 
most  devoted  servant,  and  so  have  been  A.  P.  Hensinger  and 
Reuben  M.  Brong  in  this  same  department.  George  J.  Klein 
grew  up  with  the  school,  and  his  memory  will  live  on  in  our 
march  of  progress.  Of  the  faithful  teachers  who  have  gone  to 
their  reward  we  will  not  attempt  to  mention  names,  yet  they 
have  a warm  place  in  our  hearts’  affection.  When  we  think  of 
the  humble  beginning  of  Salem  Sunday  School  in  the  little  frame 
chapel  twenty-five  years  ago,  and  then  see  its  present  condi- 
tion, we  can  truly  Thank  God  and  take  courage.” 
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CHAPTER  XXVI 

IKfi  USIC  has  a powerful  influence  upon  the  soul  in  the  worship 
^ of  the  sanctuary.  The  choir  is  an  aid  to  lead  the  service 
of  song,  to  inspire  a heavenly  frame  of  mind,  and  to  prepare 
the  heart  for  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Christ  Jesus.  Salem  Church 
has  had  a good  choir  from  the  very  beginning,  and  it  has  ever 
proven  a valuable  adjunct  to  the  worship  of  God’s  temple.  The 
singers  are  selected  from  the  available  talent  in  the  congrega- 
tion, and  we  can  bear  cheerful  testimony  to  the  faithful  attend- 
ance of  the  members  at  the  regular  services,  and  at  many 
funerals. 

Before  the  pipe  organ  was  secured,  the  choir  was  as- 
sisted by  a quartette  of  instruments,  consisting  of  cornet,  french 
horn,  clarionet  and  trombone ; they  proved  a great  help,  and 
were  highly  appreciated.  In  years  gone  by,  the  choir  was 
noted  for  its  fine  concerts,  which  were  well  patronized  and 
highly  spoken  of  by  the  people.  In  some  churches  the  choir 
members  attend  very  irregularly,  and  serve  but  a short  time, 
but  our  singers  deserve  much  praise  for  their  patient  continu- 
ance in  the  service  of  the  congregation. 

The  church  has  had  but  three  organists : Miss  Maria 

Troxell,  now  Mrs.  Hiram  C.  Seislove,  was  the  first  organist  of 
the  church  and  school.  She  proved  faithful  in  her  work,  and 
loyal  to  the  little  flock  at  a time  when  the  music,  of  neces- 
sity, was  less  classic  than  the  present  needs  of  the  congregation 
demand.  J.  Alden  Arthur  served  for  a few  months,  when  John 
H.  Diefenderfer  was  elected,  who  infused  new  life  into  the 
choir.  For  twenty-one  years,  the  present  incumbent.  Prof. 
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Harrison  E.  Ruhe,  has  been  the  excellent  organist.  In  all  this 
time  he  has  only  missed  three  Sunday  services,  one  on  account 
of  sickness,  another  by  death  in  the  family,  and  a third  by  ab- 
sence on  a Western  trip.  He  has  sung  at  1200  funerals,  and 
his  labors  in  behalf  of  the  church  and  school  have  been  abun- 
dant, all  of  which  entitles  him  to  the  gratitude  of  the  members. 

The  choir  consists  of  the  following  members  : Sopranos, 
Misses  ?Ainnie  Danner,  Minnie  Seip,  Eva  Ringer,  Lizzie  Engler, 
Ella  Mantz,  Mrs.  Palmer  T.  Dieter;  Altos,  Misses  Jennie  George, 
Daisy  Nicholas,  Elsie  M.  Vogt,  Annie  M.  Ruhe  ; Tenors,  Alvin 
W.  Lawfer,  W.  J.  Koons,  Amno  Sharer,  Frank  Kramer ; 
Bassos,  Edwin  L.  Clewell,  Samuel  Engler,  Frank  Suter,  I.  P. 
Naegley. 

The  Sunday  School  Choir,  composed  of  forty  voices,  is 
an  attractive  feature  in  the  school,  and  is  under  the  constant 
training  of  Prof.  Ruhe.  These  children  sing  well,  and  often 
render  very  fine  anthems.  Their  services  are  appreciated  very 
much  by  all  the  members.  Mrs.  George  E.  Wetzel  has  been 
the  efficient  pianist  for  several  years. 
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CHAPTER  XXVII 

l\^TONE  of  the  existing  societies  in  Salem  date  their  origin  to 
^that  of  the  congregation  ; a few  were  short-lived,  and  those 
in  present  service  were  started  at  a later  time,  with  the  grow- 
ing needs  of  the  work.  In  the  erection  of  the  church,  a heavy 
debt  was  incurred,  the  payment  of  which  led  to  the  formation 
of  the  Mite  Society,  on  November  19th,  1877.  The  Treasurer 
gave  her  first  receipt  for  $24,'^6,  to  the  Secretary  on  December 
4th,  1877.  The  first  officers  were:  President,  John  H.  Helf- 

rich  ; Secretary,  Mrs.  Walter  C.  Smith  ; Assistant  Secretary, 
Mrs.  Kate  Wannamacher ; Treasurer,  Mrs.  Nathan  Weiler. 
The  society  met  semi-monthly.  Many  of  the  church  members 
were  liberal  contributors,  and  the  dues  would  often  amount  to 
$40.  The  collections  for  the  first  year  amounted  to  $571.11, 
and  for  the  seven  years  of  its  existence,  to  over  $1800. 

THE  MISSIONARY  SOCIETY 
On  July  2nd,  1884,  the  Mite  Society  was  merged  into 
the  Missionary  Society,  agreeably  to  the  wishes  of  the  pastor, 
who  was  always  an  ardent  friend  of  Missions.  The  following 
officers  were  elected  : President,  Mrs.  Thomas  Steckel ; Vice 

President,  Miss  Jane  E.  Ziegler ; Secretary,  Mrs.  Mary  E.  Heil- 
man ; Treasurer,  Mrs.  Kate  Wannamacher.  The  society  made 
a wise  choice  in  its  officers.  The  President  had  the  honor  of 
being  one  of  the  Life-Members  of  the  Board  of  Domestic  Missions 
of  the  Reformed  Church,  by  paying  the  sum  of  thirty  dollars, 
as  early  as  the  year  1859.  She  was  also  a most  faithful  teacher 
in  the  Sunday  School.  With  that  vigor  which  has  always  char- 
acterized the  labors  of  our  noble  women,  the  officers  set  to  work 
to  awaken  an  interest  for  the  sacred  cause  of  Missions,  and  with 
the  liberal  offerings  of  the  members,  all  their  contributions  up  to 
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this  time,  would  amount  to  about  $2100.  It  would  indeed  be  a 
great  satisfaction  to  the  writer  to  mention  the  varied  interests 
that  have  been  encouraged  by  this  strong  arm  of  the  church, 
such  as  struggling  Home  Missions,  the  Johnstown  sufferers,  and 
the  Classical  Apportionments.  The  society  also  has  credit  for 
$250,  paid  towards  the  purchase  of  the  lot  at  Ninth  and  Liberty 
streets,  and  ;^ioo,  to  the  chapel  fund.  One  of  the  secrets  of 
the  continued  prosperity  of  the  society  is  its  faithful  Committee 
of  ladies,  who  make  a house-to-house  canvass,  among  the  mem- 
bers, to  gather  the  monthly  dues.  Their  names  are  as  follows  : 
Mrs.  John  C.  Blank,  Mrs.  T.  A.  Peters,  Mrs.  John  N.  Keiser, 
Mrs.  Reuben  M.  Brong,  Mrs.  A.  R.  Groner,  Mrs.  Daniel  Sheetz 
and  Mrs.  A.  P.  Ringer.  Quite  a number  of  its  members  have 
paid  regularly  and  cheerfully  from  the  time  of  its  organization. 

It  is  due  the  officers  to  mention  the  fact,  that  three  of  them, 
Mrs.  Mary  E.  Heilman,  Miss  Jane  E.  Ziegler  and  Mrs.  Kate 
Wannamacher,  have  been  in  continuous  service.  We  could  not 
find  a more  competent  trio  for  these  important  positions,  and  to 
their  untiring  efforts  must  be  ascribed  the  prosperity  of  the 
society.  The  present  officers  are  : Miss  Jane  E.  Ziegler ; Vice 
President,  Mrs.  John  N.  Keiser ; Secretary,  Mrs.  Mary  E.  Heil- 
man ; Treasurer,  Mrs.  Kate  Wannamacher. 

YOUNG  PEOPLE’S  SOCIETY 

The  Young  People’s  Society  was  organized  November 
25th,  1879,  the  suggestion  of  the  pastor,  for  the  purpose  of 
securing  sufficient  funds  to  purchase  a pipe  organ,  and  for  the 
culture  and  self-improvement,  mentally  and  spiritually,  of  the 
members.  The  first  officers  were  : President,  J.  Allen  Schaadt; 
Secretary,  Miss  Sarah  Deshler ; Treasurer,  Miss  Hannah  C. 
Laubach  ; Organist,  Harrison  E.  Ruhe.  The  society  met  semi- 
monthly, and  had  a varying  career,  but  it  continued  in  its  good 
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work  until  the  object  of  its  formation  was  attained.  By  the  re- 
ceipts from  excursions,  lectures,  concerts,  a fair,  and  the  monthly 
dues,  the  young  people  were  able  to  provide  the  fine  pipe  organ, 
a memorial  window,  and  the  handsome  choir  chairs.  The 
material  achievements  of  this  active  society  have  already  been 
related  in  these  pages,  but  we  must  not  forget  the  higher  bene- 
fits which  accrued  to  the  members.  We  will  let  the  Rev.  Harry 
J.  M.  Klein,  of  Grace  Reformed  Church,  York,  speak,  who  paid 
a glowing  tribute  to  the  pastor  of  his  youth,  and  to  the  real 
worth  of  this  society,  in  the  excellent  Life-Sketch  of  Dr.  Dubbs. 
He  says  : “ Dr.  Dubbs^  aim  in  this  organization  was  not  to  see 

how  much  it  could  stir  the  community,  how  rapidly  it  could  grow 
extensively  in  a radius  of  time,  how  easily  it  could  excel  all  its 
sister  organizations  in  the  same  or  other  churches ; not  that, 
but  his  aim  was,  by  a quiet,  intensive,  educational  process,  to 
draw  out  gradually  ‘^the  best’"  in  his  young  people,  and  to  in- 
still into  them,  in  his  usual,  unpretending  manner,  ambitions  for 
higher  mental  and  moral  living.” 

During  several  years  of  Rev.  Richards’  pastorate,  the 
society  met  weekly,  for  Bible  Study,  and  on  different  occasions, 
its  members  would  prepare  able  papers  on  helpful  subjects. 
Through  its  efforts  the  Reading-Room,  elegantly  furnished,  was 
started,  but  we  regret  to  say,  that  it  has  not  been  used  for 
some  time.  No  doubt,  the  chief  reason  for  the  present  inactive 
state  of  the  society  is  due  to  the  fact  that  the  members  have  had 
no  special  object  to  work  for.  Given  this,  the  society  would 
soon  flourish,  and  accomplish  much  good.  The  last  officers,  to 
whose  fidelity  we  want  to  bear  cheerful  testimony,  were  : Pre- 
sident, Dr.  N.  C.  E.  Guth  ; Vice  President,  A.  L.  VonSteuben; 
Secretary,  Miss  Gertrude  Keiper ; Treasurer,  C.  W.  Haas  ; 
Librarian,  W.  E.  Steitz ; Organist,  Prof.  H.  E.  Ruhe. 


Our  Societies 


153 


SOCIAL  CIRCLE 

The  Social  Circle  is  the  outgrowth  of  the  Sewing  Circle. 
It  is  composed  of  the  older  ladies  in  the  congregation,  and  meets 
every  Tuesday  evening  at  the  homes  of  the  members.  The 
social  element  is  prominent  in  their  gatherings,  and  many  pleas- 
ant hours  have  been  spent  in  delightful  conversation.  There 
are  no  officers,  except  the  Treasurer,  Mrs.  Harvey  E.  Butz. 
A few  years  ago,  the  Circle  provided  the  church  with  a very 
handsome  combination  chandelier  which  adds  greatly  to  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  auditorium.  Through  their  efforts,  the  sum  of 
^ 550  was  raised,to  be  applied  to  the  re-furnishing  of  the  church, 
hut  the  Circle  very  graciously  donated  the  whole  amount  to  the 
chapel  debt-fund,  and  since  then  have  provided  a new  carpet 
of  elegant  design.  Whatever  these  noble  workers  undertake 
to  do,  succeeds,  and  we  trust  the  future  will  find  them  fruitful 
in  many  good  works. 

WILLING  WORKERS 

The  Willing  Workers  date  their  organization  to  a sugges- 
tion of  Pastor  Richards,  made  at  the  initial  meeting  of  the  Mis- 
sion Band,  held  January  17th,  1891.  The  first  officers  were: 
President,  Mrs.  Edward  J.  Lentz  ; Vice  President,  Mrs.  Charles 
H.  Heft;  Secretary,Mrs.  John  F.'Ebbecke;Treasurer,  Mrs.  Joseph 
Fredericks.  The  name  of  this  society  is  very  appropriate,  for 
the  members  work  hard  every  Wednesday  afternoon.  They 
meet  in  one  of  the  apartments  in  the  lecture-room,  and  do  quilt- 
ing. Some  years  ago,  Mrs.  John  P.  Boyer  kindly  presented 
the  ladies  with  a sewing  machine,  which  has  done  good  service. 
Mrs.  John  S.  Yeager,  a former  President,  and  Mrs.  Jacob  A. 
Lawfer,  deserve  special  mention  for  their  helpful  services. 
Through  festivals,  and  in  other  ways,  the  society  has  realized 
over  ^1000.  Of  this  amount,  ^130,  was  paid  towards  the 
chapel  debt-fund.  We  thank  the  Workers  for  all  their  kind 
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acts,  and  especially  for  their  last  promise,  to  pay  for  the  var- 
nishing of  the  pews,  which  will  amount  to  $85.  The  society 
numbers  about  thirty  members. 

The  present  olficers  are  : President,  Mrs.  John  C.  Blank; 
Vice  President,  Mrs.  F.  P.  Hunsicker ; Secretary,  Miss  Ella  E. 
Nonnemacher ; Treasurer,  Mrs.  A.  R.  Groner. 

THE  MISSION  BAND 

The  Mission  Band  was  organized  on  January  17th,  1891, 
by  Rev.  George  W.  Richards,  who  appointed  the  following  of- 
ficers : President,  Miss  Anna  Deshler ; Secretary,  Miss  Eliza 

Schaffer;  Treasurer,  Miss  Gertrude  Keiper.  Seventy -one  mem- 
bers were  present  at  the  first  meeting,  and  by  the  end  of  May 
1892,  there  were  $16.07  in  the  treasury.  It  was  decided  to 
support  a student  in  Japan,  and  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions 
assigned  a promising  young  man  in  the  person  of  Takahashi 
Dengora.  Of  him.  Dr.  Callender  writes  in  the  Historical  Sketch: 
“He  was  a devout  Christian,  sincere  to  the  core,  strait  forward, 
fearless,  simple  in  his  habits,  strong  in  body,  and  amply  able 
and  willing  to  endure  hardships.’^  For  two  successive  years, 
;^6o  were  sent  to  the  Treasurer  towards  his  support.  During 
the  third  year  of  his  Theological  Seminary  course,  and  in  the 
Spring  of  1893,  he  accompanied  about  one  hundred  men,  on  a 
colonizing  expedition  to  the  most  northerly  of  the  large  Japanese 
islands,  but  alas,  in  June,  1894,  he  and  three  of  his  companions 
were  found  in  a hut,  lying  on  the  floor  dead.  He  was  a Christ- 
ian hero.  We  mention  this  fact,  for  it  is  of  special  interest  ^ 
to  the  Band.  Apart  from  the  articles  made  by  the  children, 
various  schemes  have  been  successfully  used  to  interest  them, 
and  to  increase  the  annual  contributions.  In  the  year  1893,  the 
children  gathered  3 1.96  in  small  jugs,  and  in  1897-98,  through 
a penny  fund,  $70  were  realized.  The  Band  contributes  $60, 
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annually,  for  the  support  of  a student  in  the  Tohoku  Gakuin, 
at  Sendai,  and  besides  pays  to  the  Woman’s  Missionary  Society 
of  the  Classis,  to  the  Allentown  Hospital,  and  the  varied  opera- 
tions of  the  church.  Two  chapel  windows  bear  the  name  of 
the  Mission  Band.  The  receipts  for  the  ten  years  amount  to 
^1000.  The  present  membership  is  114,  of  this  number  26  are 
boys.  A very  successful  Cantata  was  rendered  during  the  Win- 
ter, and  repeated  by  request,  to  the  delight  of  large  audiences. 
Much  praise  is  due  the  present  officers,  and  to  Mrs.  E.  H.  Die- 
fenderfer,  Mrs.  J.  B.  Schock  and  Mrs.  W.  H.  Albright  for  their 
past  valuable  services.  The  present  officers  are  : President, 

Mrs.  C.  D.  Schaeffer;  Vice  President,  Mrs.  W.  J.  Koons  ; 
Secretary,  Mrs.  R.  M.  Brong;  Treasurer,  Mrs.  O.  P.  Schlosser; 
Organist,  Miss  Mary  H.  Bartholomew;  Assistants,  Misses  Sal- 
lie  M.  Henritzy  and  Minerva  Moyer.  Committee  on  Work, 
Mrs.  John  C.  Blank,  Mrs.  Kate  Balliet,  Mrs.  A.  R.  Bartholomew. 
We  are  indebted  to  Miss  Mary  G.  Brong  for  these  facts. 

NOTES 

The  pastor  notes  the  fact  with  pleasure,  that  his  first 
Class  of  catechumens  gave  $2^^  towards  the  Catechumen  Church 
Building  Fund  No.  2. 

During  the  year  1900,  St.  Andrew’s  Reformed  Church 
was  organized  in  this  city,  and  to  its  present  membership  our 
congregation  has  had  the  honor  to  contribute  eighty  souls. 

. It  is  a singular  coincidence,  but  the  three  Presidents  of 
the  Allentown  College  for  Women  served  on  the  Committees’ 
to  install  the  three  pastors  of  Salem  Church,  in  the  order  of 
their  election. 
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KIND  WORDS 

‘‘The  members  of  Salem  Church,  together  with  their 
efficient  pastor,  are  to  be  congratulated  on  the  success  which 
has  crowned  their  efforts,  in  paying  off  their  indebtedness,  rest- 
ing upon  the  church.  This  church  is  the  largest  in  our  denomi- 
nation. It  is  already  rich  in  good  works,  as  well  as  in  mem- 
bership, but  what  has  been  done  is  simply  a promise  of  a large 
work  still  to  be  done  in  the  future.  We  have  no  doubt  that  it 
will  be  a tremendous  power  for  good,  not  only  in  the  city  of 
Allentown,  but  also  in  the  Reformed^  Church.” — ^ Reformed 
Church  Messenger. 

“The  Salem  people  at  Allentown  celebrated  the  pay- 
ment of  their  debt  by  publicly  burning'the  mortgage.  This  was 
a happy  event.  The  payment  of  this  debt  is  peculiarly  grati- 
fying. It  occurred  during  the  first  year  of  Dr.  Bartholomew's 
pastorate,  and  a large  share  of  the  credit  for  the  event  belongs 
to  him.  He  saw  that  the  debt  was  a hindrance  to  the  work-, 
and  he  led  off  in  the  effort  to  remove  it.  No  one  has  greater 
reason  to  rejoice  over  the  success  of  the  work  than  the  pastor. 
No  one  feels  the  burden  of  a church  debt  more  than  the  pastor, 
and  the  removal  of  it  clears  his  way  for  more  aggressive 
work.” — Reformed  Church  Record. 

“Sincere  congratulations  on  the  burning  of  the  mort- 
gage.”— Rev.  J.  H.  Dubbs,  D.  D. 

“ It  was  a source  of  great  pleasure  to  meet  your  people, 
and  I greatly  appreciate  the  kind  and  friendly  treatment  re- 
ceived at  the  hand  of  your  friends.” — Rev.  J.  S.  Stahr,  D.  D. 

} 

“The  entire  Church  takes  pride  in  your  magnificent 
record. ”-~Rev.  W.  M.  Irvine,  Ph.  D. 


Classis  of  Lehigh 


159 


CHAPTER  XXVin 
oniassis  of 

/^UR  congregation  is  a child  of  the  Classis  of  East  Pennsyl- 
vania, but  by  an  action  of  the  Eastern  Synod,  in  the  year 
1879,  the  charges  lying  West  of  the  Lehigh  river  were  de- 
tached for  the  purpose  of  establishing  a new  Classis,  to  be  known 
by  the  title  of  the  Classis  te’high.  ''Its  first  annual  meeting 
was  held  in  Salem  Church,  May  4th,  1880,  at  2 P.  M.  Rev.  N. 
C.  Scha,effer,  Ph.  D.,  preached  the  opening  sermon.  It  was 
based  on  i John  3:5.  He  also  presided  at  the  organization  of 
the  Classis.  Rev.  N.  S.'  Strassburger  was  elected  Secretary 
pro  tern. 

Classis  was  organized  by  the  election  of  the  following 
officers  : Rev.  A.  J.  G.  Dubbs,  President;  Rev.  N.  S.  Strass- 

burger, Stated  Clerk  and  Treasurer;  Rev.  T.  N.  Reber,  Cor- 
responding Secretary.  The  Elder  present  at  this  meeting  from 
Salem  congregation  was  Henry  Newhart.  Thus  the  congrega- 
tion has  the  credit  of  entertaining  the  Classis  of  Lehigh  at  its 
first  annual  meeting,  and  its  pastor  the  honor  of  being  the  first 
President  of  this  influential  body.  Perhaps  the  greatest  glory 
of  the  congregation  will  ever  be  its  intense  loyalty  to  the  Classis, 
by  always  paying,  in  full,  the  annual  apportionment,  which,  this 
year,  amounts  to  almost  nine  hundred  dollars. 

Two  of  the  young  men  from  Salem  were  examined  for 
Licensure  by  this  Classis,  and  now  adorn  the  Ministry  of  the 
Reformed  Church.  They  are  the  Revs.  Harry  J.  M.  Klein,  of 
York,  and  Preston  A.  ‘DeLong,  of  Huntingdon,  who  occupy 
prominent  pulpits,  and  are  doing  a noble  work  for  the  Master. 
The  congregation  can  feel  proud  of  them. 
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to  ^loooio 

EAST  PENNSYLVANIA 

1877  1878  ' 1879 

Elias  Troxell  A.  L.  Newbart  A.  L.  Newhart 


LEHIGH  CHASSIS 


1889 

Solomon  Boyer  , 
1881 

Henry  Newhard 
1882 

Conrad  Paff 

1883 

Conrad  Paff 

1884 

Conrad  Paff’ 

1885 

Solomon  Boyer 

1886 

Solomon  Boyer 


1887 

Jacob  A.  Lawfer 

1888 

Jacob  A.  Lawfer 

1889 

James  F.  Hunsicker 

1890 

James  F.  Hunsicker 

1891 

A.  W.  DeLong 

1892 

A.  W.  DeLong 

1893 

A.  W.  DeLong 


1894 

Edwin  Kincaid 

1895 

George  W.  Hartzell 

1896 

A.  J.  Lohrmaii 

1897 

Edwin  Kincaid 

1898 

George  W.  Hartzell 

1899 

A.  J.  Lohrman 

1900 

J.  M.  Grimley 


PRESIDENTS  OF  LEHIGH  CHASSIS 

1880  A.  J.  G.  Dubbs  1895  G.  W.  Richards 


3@clegat«s  to 

Pastors 

1877  A.  J.  G.  Dubbs 

1878  A.  J.  G.  Dubbs 

1879  A.  J.G.  Dubbs 

1880  A.  J.  G.  Dubbs 
1889  A.  J.  G.  Dubbs 

1891  George  W.  Richards 

1892  George  W.  Richards 

1893  George  W.  Richards 
1897  George  W.  Richards 


^eleoioteo  to 

Pastors 

1878  A.  J.  G.  Dubbs 
1884  A.  J.  G.  Dubbs 
1896  George  W.  Richards  , 


Elders 

1878  A.  L.  Newhart 

1879  A.  L.  Newhart 
1884  Conrad  Paff’ 

1887  James  F.  Hunsicker 

1889  Jacob  A.  Lawfer 

1890  James  F.  Hunsicker 

1891  A.  W.  DeLong 

1892  A.  W.  DeLong 

1893  George  W.  Hartzell 
1899  A.  J.  Lohrman 


Elders 

1881  Solomon  Boyer 
1893  James  F.  Hunsicker 
1896  George  W.  Hartzell 
1899  George  W.  Hartzell 


A correction— On  page  161,  for  the  years  1882-1884,  read  Conrad,  instead  of  Isaac  Paff. 
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CHAPTER  XXIX 
pitots 

Rev.  a.  J.  G.  Dubes,  D.  D.,  April,  1876- April  1892 
Rev.  George  W.  Richards,  April  1892-April  1899 
Rev.  a.  R.  Bartholomew,  D.  D.,  October  1899- 

Rev.  Richards  was  Assistant  to  Dr.  Dubbs  from  May  1890  to  April  189? 


1875 
Aaron  Butz 
Elias  Troxell 

1876 
Aaron  Butz 
Elias  Troxell 

1877 

Aaron  Butz 
Elias  Troxell 

1878 
Aaron  Butz 
A.  L.  Newhart 

1879 

A.  L.  Newhart 
Henry  Newhart 

1880 

A.  Tj.  Newhart 
Henry  Newhart 
1881 

Henry  Newhart 
Solomon  Boyer 
1882 

Solomon  Boyer 
Isaac  Paff* 

1883 

Solomon  Boyer 
Isaac  Pafl' 

1884 

Solomon  Boyer 
Isaac  Paff 


1885 

Solomon  Boyer 
Jacob  A.  Lawler 

1886 

Solomon  Boyer 
Jacob  A.  Lawfer 

1887 

Jacob  A.  Lawfer 
James  F.  Hunsicker 

1888 

James  F.  Hunsicker 
J acob  A.  Lawfer 

1889 

James  F.  Hunsicker 
Jacob  A.  Lawfer 

1890 

Jacob  A.  Lawfer 
James  F.  Hunsicker 

1891 

James  F.  Hunsicker 
A.  W.  DeLong 

1892 

A.  W.  DeLong 
James  F.  Hunsicker 

1893 

A.  W.  DeLong 
George  W.  Hartzell 

1894 

George  W.  Hartzell 
Edwin  Kincaid 


1895 

George  W.  Hartzell 
Edwin  Kincaid 
Alfred  J.  Lohrman 

1896 

George  W.  Hartzel 
Edwin  Kincaid 
Alfred  J.  Lohrman 

1897 

George  W.  Hartzell 
Edwin  Kincaid 
Alfred  J.  Lohrman 

1898 

George  W.  Hartzell 
Edwin  Kincaid 
Alfred  J . Lohrman 

1899 

George  W.  Hartzell 
Edwin  Kincaid 
Alfred  J.  Lohrman 

1900 

George  W.  Hartzell 
Alfred  J.  Lohrman 
J.  M.  Grimley 
A.  P.  Peters 
D.  Frank  Knerr 
Joseph  D.  Schreiber 
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1875 

John  Bartholomew 
James  F.  Hunsicker 
Henry  Hillegas 
W.  B.  Schaffer 

1876 

John  Bartholomew 
James  F.  Hunsicker 
Henry  Hillegas 
William  B.  Schaffer 
Jacob  A.  Lawfer 
Lewis  Dennis 

1877 

John  Bartholomew 
James  F.  Hunsicker 
Henry  Hillegas 
William  B.  Schaffer 
Jacob  A.  Lawfer 
Lewis  Dennis 

1878 

James  F.  Hunsicker 
William  B.  Schaffer 
Jacob  A.  Lawfer 
Lewis  Dennis 
John  Kincaid 
Isaac  Paff* 

1879 

Jacob  A.  Lawfer 
Lewis  Dennis 
Isaac  Paff* 

Edwin  Fink 
John  M.  Moyer 
Thomas  Frack 

1880 

Edwin  Fink 
•^J^homas  Frack 
IsaaciiPaff* 

D.  Frank  Knerr 
Andrew  Petri 

C.  B.  Wanamaker 

1881 

D.  Frank  Knerr 
Edwin  Fink 
Edward  Brader 
Thomas  Frack 

C.  B.  Wanamaker 
Henry  Oberly 


1882 

Thomas  Frack 

D.  Frank  Knerr 
C.  B.  Wanamaker 
Matthias  Bogert 
Edward  Brader 
Jacob  Haupt 

1883 

Edward  Brader 
Matthias  Bogert 
Oliver  Smith 
John  S.  Carl 
Thomas  Frack 
Adam  Kostenbader 

1884 

Matthias  Bogert 
Adam  Kostenbader 
Oliver  Smith 
John  S.  Carl 
George  J.  Klein 
Bichard  Fogel 

1885 

Oliver  Smith 
John  8.  Carl 
Bichard  Fogel 
A.  P.  Peters 
George  J.  Klein 
F.  P.  Lentz 

1886 

A.  P.  Peters 
F.  P.  Lentz 
George  J.  Klein 
Bichard  Fogel 
A.  W.  DeLong 
John  H.  Danner 

1887 

George  J Klein 
A.  W.  DeLong 
F.  P.  Lentz 
J.  M.  Grimley 
John  H.  Danner 
A.  P.  Peters 

1888 

J.  M.  Grimley 
A.  W.  DeLong 

E.  O.  Schaffer 
George  J.  Klein 
John  H.  Danner 
Edwin  H.  Huffort 


1889-1890-1891-1892 
George  J.  Klein 
Edwin  H.  Huffort 
Harry  E.  Mullen 

E.  O.  Schaflfer 
Benjamin  K.  Hamm 
J.  M.  Grimley 

1893 

Edwin  H.  Huffort 

E.  O.  Schaffer 
Harry  E.  Mullen 
Benjamin  K.  Hamm 
James  A.  Knerr 
Horace  Oberly 

1894 

Harry  E.  Mullen 
Benjamin  K.  Hamm 
Horace  Oberly 
James  A.  Knerr 
C.  Frank  Stabler 
Frank  A.  Arner 

1895 

Benjamin  K.  Hamm 
James  A.  Knerr 
Horace  Oberly 
C.  Frank  Stabler 
Frank  A.  Arner 
Calvin  M.  Haas 
John  D.  Wagoner 
George  H.  Horn 
Horace  Oberly 
1896—1897 
C.  Frank  Stabler 
Frank  A.  Arner 
Calvin  M.  Haas 
John  D.  Wagner 
Alfred  M.  Schraden 
Benjamin  K.  Hamm 
Leon  Bauch 
John  S.  Yeager 
Harry  E.  Mullen 

1898 

John  S.  Yeager 
Leon  Bauch 
A.  M.  Schraden 
John  D.  Wagner 
C.  Frank  Stabler 
Frank  A.  Arner 
C.  W.  Laudenslager 
Israel  J.  Bitter 
Calvin  M.  Haas 
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1899 

Frank  A.  Arner 
C.  Frank  Stabler 
Alfred  M.  Schraden 
John  D.  Wagner 
Calvin  M.  Haas 
John  S.  Yeager 
Israel  J.  Ritter 
Geo.  E.  Cavanaugh 
C.  W.  Laudenslager 


1900 

Alfred  M.  Schraden 
C.  W.  Laudenslager 
Geo.  E.  Cavanaugh 
Wilson  M.  Gift 
Ed.  H.  Wetherhold 
Alfred  P.  Ringer 
Calvin  M.  Haas 
O.  P.  Schlosser 
Israel  J.  Ritter 


President,  Rev.  A.  R.  Bartholomew,  D.  D. 
Secretary,  A.  P.  Ringer  Treasurer,  Owen  Nagle 


George  W.  Hartzell 
J.  M.  Grimley 
J.  D.  Schreiber 
A.  P.  Peters 
James  A.  Knerr 
Owen  Nagle 


W.  M.  Gift  G.  E.  Cavanaugh 

A.  M.  Schraden  O.  P.  Schlosser 

C.  W.  Laudenslager  I.  J.  Ritter 
E.  H.  Wetherhold  A.  P.  Ringer 
W.  T.  Fister 


presidents 

Rev.  A.  J.  G.  Dubbs,  1875-1885 
J.  M.  Grimley,  1885-1891 
George  W.  Hartzell,  1891-1893 
Alfred  J.  Lohrman,  1893-1894 
James  F.  Hunsicker,  1894 — 

Becretnries 

A.  L.  Newhart,  1875-1878 
W.  B.  Schaffer,  1878-1885 
George  J.  Klein,  1885-1886 
John  H.  Danner,  1886-1889 
Edwin  H.  Huffort,  1889-1896 
Frank  A.  Arner,  1896-1900 
A.  P.  Ringer,  1900 — 

^Innncml  Secretaries 

George  J.  Klein,  1890-1893 
Edwin  H.  Huffort,  1893-1896 
Frank  A.  Arner,  1896-1900 
A.  P.  Ringer,  1900 — 

trustees 

Owen  W.  Faust,  1875-1878 


treasurers 

A.  L.  Newhart,  1875-1878 
Solomon  Boyer,  1878-1885 
Charles  Miller,  1885-1886 
A.  W.  DeLong,  1886-1889 
J.  M.  Grimley,  1889-1893 
A.  W.  DeLong,  1893-1899 
D.  Frank  Knerr,  1899—1901 
Owen  Nagle,  1901 — 

#r0anlsts 

Miss  Maria  Troxell,  1875-1877 
J.  Alden  Arthur,  1877 
J.  M.  Diefenderfer,  1877-1880 
Harrison  E.  Ruhe,  1880 — 

Janitsrs 

David  DeLong,  1876-1878 
F.  P.  Hunsicker,  1878-1879 
Daniel  Wert,  1879-1880 
Henry  Yerker,  1880-1883 
Solomon  Dillinger,  1883-1885 
Jacob  Hertel,  1885-1896 
Cyrus  Dewalt,  1896-1899 
Frank  D.  Guth,  1899— 


( Th.0S0  figurGs  aro  takon  from  tli©  Minutos  of  tli©  East©rn  Synod) 
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Sdiool 


SENIOR  DEPARTMENT 

A.  R.  Bartholomew,  Pastor 
J.  F.  Hunsicker,  Superintendent 
J.  M.  Grimley,  Assistant 
Harrison  E.  Ruhe,  “ 

John  H.  Danner,  Secretary 
Edwin  O.  Schaffer,  Assistant 
L.  A.  Peters,  Roll  Clerk 
Frank  A.  Arner,  Treasurer 
Israel  J.  Ritter,  Librarian 
William  C.  Landis,  Assistant 
Thomas  Keim,  “ 

George  Seagreaves,  “ 

Alfred  M.  Schraden,  “ 
Harrison  E.  Ruhe,  Chorister 
Mrs.  George  E.  Wetzell,  Pianist 
Howard  E.  Haas,  Cornetist 


INFANT  DEPARTMENT 

Miss  Mary  Daubert,  Teacher 
Harry  W.  Fluck,  Librarian 
Isaac  Baum,  Assistant 
Miss  Flora  Ochs,  Organist 

PRIMARY  DEPARTMENTS 

Mrs.  A. R.Bartholomew,  Assistant 
MissR.  A. Bartholomew, Organist 
Miss  Miriam  Erdman,  Violinist 
No.  1 

Mrs.  Maggie  Diefen  derfer, Teacher 
Milton  D.  Guth,  Librarian 

No.  2 

Mrs.  Marcella  L.  Brong,  Teacher 
William  Cole,  Librarian 


TEACHERS 


George  W.  Hunsicker 

A.  R.  Bartholomew 
Harrison  E.  Ruhe 
Alvin  W.  Lav/fer 

B.  Frank  Mohr 
N.  C.  E.  Guth 
Frank  A.  Arner 
A.  S.  VonSteuben 
Miss  Gertrude  Keiper 
H.  E.  Mullen 
George  E.  Cavanaugh 
W.  T.  Fister 

John  W.  Walbert 
Miss  Mamie  Moyer 
Miss  Minerva  Rothrock 
Mrs.  Rebecca  Ringer 
Mrs.  O.  P.  Schlosser 
Mrs.  William  J.  Koons 
Mrs.  C.  D.  Schaeffer 
Francis  G.  Hunsicker 

C.  Frank  Stabler 
Robert  M.  Brong 
A.  P.  Ringer 


Mrs.  Alice  Albright 
Mrs.  Lydia  E.  Ritter 
Miss  Mary  G.  Brong 
J.  B.  Schock 
Miss  Stella  Moyer 
Palmer  T.  Dieter 
Howard  E.  Haas 
James  A.  Knerr 
Miss  Annie  L.  Daubert 
P.  W.  Diefenderfer 
jyfiss  Estella  Eckert 
Miss  Ellen  Newhard 
Miss  Lillie  J.  Kistler 
Frank  S.  Dreisbach 
Mrs.  Ella  M.  Anderson 
J.  A.  Heiney 
J.  G.  DeLong 
C.  W.  Haas 
Miss  Bessie  C.  Scanlin 
Mrs.  J.  B.  Schock 
Miss  Ella  M.  Gildner 
Mrs.  Laura  E.  Miller 
Mrs.  Lillie  J.  Danner 
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BOARD  OF  CONTROL 


PRESENT  ENROLLMENT 


A.  R.  Bartholomew 
James  F.  Hunsicker 
J.  M.  Grimley 
George  W.  Hartzell 
Joseph  D.  Schreiber 
James  A.  Knerr 

B.  Frank  Mohr 
Alvin  W.  Lawfer 

C.  Frank  Stabler 
John  H.  Danner 
H.  E.  Ruhe 
Frank  A,  Arner 
H.  W.  Fluck 
Israel  J.  Ritter 

E.  H.  Diefenderfer 


Officers 

Teachers 

German  Bible  Class 
English  Bible  Class 
Young  Ladies’  Bible  Class 
Young  People’s  Bible  Class 
Salem  Bible  Class 
Young  Men’s  Bible  Class 
Junior  Bible  Class,  No.  1 
Junior  Bible  Class,  No.  2 
Infant  Department 
Primary,  No.  1 
Primary,  No.  2 
Main  School  Classes,  1 to  88 


24 

49 

801 

165 

168 

150 
160 

54 

41 

14 

200 

151 

152 
467 


Total 


2096 


fleiiovt  tov  t300 


Receipts  in  Church  and  School, 

General  Benevolence,  . _ . 

Number  of  Members,  - 
Communicants  on  Easter,  . - . 

Members  communed  once  during  the  year, 
Additions  by  Confirmation  - - - 

Additions  by  Certificate,  . _ . 

Baptisms,  - - - 

Marriages,  - 

Deaths,  ------ 

Dismissals,  - - - - - 


“ With  grateful  hearts  the  past  we  own ; 
The  future  all  to  us  unknown. 

We  to  Thy  guardian  care  commit. 
And  peaceful  leave  before  Thy  feet.  ” 

utt 


1,825 

2,014 

1,132 

1,206 

84 

89 

60 

29 

57 

104 


The  Pastor 


George  W.  Hartzell 
J.  M.  Grimley 


Alfred  M.  Schraden 
George  E.  Cavanaugh 


